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Afghanistan attacks 
leave street cleaners 
with gruesome task 


By Sharif Hassan 
The Washington Post 

KABUL, Afghanistan — When Yar 
Mohammad Mohammadi joined the 
municipal street-cleaning crew here 
over a decade ago, he was expecting 
some unpleasant tasks. But nothing 
prepared him for the grim debris he 
encountered after a bloody bombing 
in central Kabul last month. 

“We found hands, feet — even a 
head,” recalled Mohammadi, 40. “I 
couldn’t eat for the next two days. I 
was horrified.” 


Rescue workers comb 
the site of a car bomb 
explosion on May 31 
in Kabul, Afghanistan. 
Carting off body parts 
has become a grisly 
but routine chore for 
Afghanistan’s street 
cleaners. 


SEE CLEANERS ON PAGE 5 


North Korea poised to launch large-scale cyberattacks, says new report 


By Anna Fifield 

The Washington Post 

TOKYO — North Korea is quietly ex¬ 
panding the scope and the sophistication of 
its cyberweaponry, laying the groundwork 
for more devastating attacks, according to 
a report published Tuesday. 

Kim Jong Un’s cyberwarriors have been 


accused of causing huge disruptions in 
recent years, including the massive hack 
on Sony Pictures in 2014 and last year’s 
WannaCry ransomware worm, as well as 
many attacks on South Korean servers. 

Now it appears that North Korea has 
also been using previously unknown holes 
in the internet to carry out cyberespionage 
— the kinds of activities that could easily 


metamorphose into full-scale attacks, ac¬ 
cording to a report from California-based 
cybersecurity company FireEye. 

Although the North Korean regime bans 
the internet for ordinary citizens and is de¬ 
cidedly behind the times with most technol¬ 
ogy, it has funneled a huge amount of time 
and money into building a cyberarmy ca¬ 
pable of outsmarting more technologically 


advanced countries like South Korea. 

“Our concern is that this could be used 
for a disruptive attack rather than a classic 
espionage mission, which we already know 
that the North Koreans are regularly car¬ 
rying out,” said John Hultquist, director of 
intelligence analysis for FireEye. 

SEE NORTH KOREA ON PAGE 4 
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2 valor awards for NY soldier killed in fire rescue 



Michael DAVis/Courtesy of the U.S. Army National Guard 


Richard R. White, left, New York State deputy secretary for public safety, presents Kwabena O. Mensah, 
father of Pfc. Emmanuel Mensah, with the New York State Medal for Valor, the state’s highest military 
award, during a ceremony at Fordham University in the Bronx, N.Y., on Friday. 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

A soldier who died while helping 
people escape an apartment fire 
in New York City that claimed 12 
lives was honored at a ceremony 
where military and state officials 
presented his family with two 
valor medals. 

Pfc. Emmanuel Mensah, 26, is 
credited with saving four lives in 
the massive apartment fire in the 
Bronx on Dec. 28, the city’s dead¬ 
liest in a quarter-century. He en¬ 
tered the burning building at least 
four times before being overcome 
by smoke. 

For his bravery, he was award¬ 
ed the Soldier’s Medal, the 
Army’s highest award for valor 
outside of combat, and the New 
York State Medal for Valor. Both 
awards were presented at Ford- 
ham University in the Bronx on 
Friday, the Army said in a state¬ 
ment that quoted officials and 
family members at the event. 

Mensah could have remained 
safely outside after first escaping 
the fire himself, but “it was not 
in his nature to stand by without 
doing whatever he could to help,” 
said Lt. Gen. Thomas Kadavy, 
director of the Army National 
Guard, who presented the mili¬ 
tary medal to Mensah’s father. 

The secretary of the Army ap¬ 
proved the award days after the 
fire, the victims of which includ¬ 
ed five children. The soldier, a 
wheeled-vehicle mechanic, was 
home after completing advanced 
initial training at the Army’s ord¬ 
nance school in Fort Lee, Va. 

Mensah wrote at length about 
protecting people and saving 
lives in an essay submitted dur¬ 
ing his training, Command Sgt. 
Maj. Patricio Cardona Vega, of the 
16th Ordnance Battalion, said in a 
statement last month. 


The awards ceremony offered 
an occasion not to mourn his 
death but to celebrate “an unself¬ 
ish soldier of incredible bravery,” 
Kadavy said. 

“The Soldier’s Medal is an 
award that no one sets out to re¬ 
ceive,” he said. “If any of us could 
change the circumstances that 
bring us together this morning, we 
certainly would.” 

Mensah had immigrated from 
Ghana in 2012, and his father said 
he had dreamed of serving in the 
military. “He fulfilled his dream, 
what he wanted to do,” said Kwa¬ 
bena Mensah. “He was proud of 
being [in] the American military. 


He was so 
proud of 
that.” 

The New 
York Times 
reported 
that he had 
initially 
tried to join 
the Marines 
shortly after 
Pfc. Mensah immigrating 
but his father 
wanted him to pursue an educa¬ 
tion instead. 

Still, the younger Mensah per¬ 
sisted and eventually joined the 
Army National Guard. 


After joining as a permanent 
legal resident in late 2016, he was 
sworn in as a U.S. citizen at a mili¬ 
tary base in Georgia last fall. He 
was slated to begin drilling with 
a Brooklyn-based military police 
unit in January. 

The young immigrant repre¬ 
sented the best of both his adopted 
country and his homeland, said 
Richard R. White, New York’s 
deputy secretary for public safety, 
who presented the soldier’s fam¬ 
ily with the state’s valor medal on 
behalf of Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo. 
“When others would run from the 
inferno, our Pfc. Mensah ran into 
the blaze,” he said. 


The fire was started by a young 
boy playing with a gas stove. It 
spread rapidly through the five- 
story building after the boy’s fam¬ 
ily fled the apartment, leaving the 
door open behind them. 

Mensah was asleep when it 
broke out. 
After escap¬ 
ing, he braved 
the fire sev¬ 
eral times to 
bring out a 
family that 
included four 
children. 

Based on 
where fire¬ 
fighters dis¬ 
covered his 
body, officials 
believe he 
was trying to 
rescue more 
people. 

Besides re¬ 
ceiving the 
medals for 
valor, Mensah 
has received 
recognition from other quarters. 

Late last month, officials said a 
street corner near the site of the 
fire would be named in his honor. 
At his Mass funeral Saturday, 
members of the city’s fire depart¬ 
ment lined the street when his 
flag-draped coffin was brought 
into the church, where crowds of 
mourners packed the pews, local 
media reported. 

Such recognition has given the 
family “some peace and some joy 
and hope” to know that his memo¬ 
ry will live on after his death, his 
sister, Gloria Addo Nuamah, said 
in a military news release about 
the ceremony. “People will re¬ 
member him for this bravery.” 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 
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Navy sends 2 
destroyers into 
Black Sea region 



James R. TuRNER/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Ship’s Serviceman Seaman Darnell Thomas mans a .50-caliber machine gun aboard the guided-missile 
destroyer USS Carney while mooring in Varna, Bulgaria, on Sunday. 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

Two American destroyers 
sailed into the Black Sea over the 
weekend, the first time since 2014 
that more than one U.S. warship 
has operated in this tense region 
other than in an exercise. 

The destroyers USS Ross and 
USS Carney are patrolling the sea 
to help maintain regional security 
and stability, the Navy said. 

“Our decision to have two ships 
simultaneously operate in the 
Black Sea is proactive, not reac¬ 
tive,” said Vice Adm. Christopher 
Grady, 6th Fleet commander, in 
a statement Sunday. “We operate 
at the tempo and timing of our 
choosing in this strategically im¬ 
portant region.” 

Russia has viewed U.S. ships 
transiting these international 
waters as provocative ever since 
Moscow annexed Ukraine’s 


Crimean Peninsula in 2014. 

The U.S. is sending a message 
that it will defend its allies, up¬ 
hold maritime laws and protect its 
offshore interests in Europe and 
Asia, said Jim Holmes, Naval War 
College professor of strategy. 

“We’re putting Russia on no¬ 
tice in the Black Sea and China 
on notice in the South China Sea 
that we will not be deterred from 
going into those waters, and doing 
so in force,” Holmes said. 

The U.S. has sent destroyers 
into the Black Sea more often in 
the past year as Russia has de¬ 
ployed more naval forces. But 
the last time two U.S. warships 
conducted a security patrol there 
was during the 2014 Sochi Winter 
Olympics, just before Russia an¬ 
nexed Crimea. 

Two warships have been pres¬ 
ent in the Black Sea for multi¬ 
national exercises, such as last 
year’s Sea Breeze and Sea Shield. 


Beefing up patrols is a way of 
telling adversaries the Navy has 
bounced back after some high- 
profile accidents, Holmes said. 
The destroyers USS John S. Mc¬ 
Cain and USS Fitzgerald collided 


with commercial ships in sepa¬ 
rate incidents last year, resulting 
in the deaths of 17 sailors and 
forcing the Navy to review many 
of its procedures. 

“Yes, we have some remedial 


work to do on the fundamentals, 
but we won’t surrender our ideals 
or interests while we do it,” Hol¬ 
mes said. 

wyland.scott@stripes.com 
Twitter: @wylandstripes 


USAREUR 
enlisted leader 
heading to 
cyber posting 

By Dan Stoutamire 

Stars and Stripes 

WIESBADEN, Germany — The Army’s first fe¬ 
male senior enlisted leader at a service component 
command is leaving U.S. Army Europe for an as¬ 
signment at the Army Cyber Command after nearly 
three years on the Continent. 

Command Sgt. Maj. Sheryl Lyon said she hopes 
her tenure can be an impetus for future female en¬ 
listed leaders to step up. 

“I hope that I’ve been able to help pave the way, 
that it’s based on capability for positions instead of 
gender or ethnicity or anything like that,” she said. 
“Hopefully, in some small way by being in this posi¬ 
tion I’ve helped to ease that pathway.” 

With Lyon’s departure at a ceremony in Wiesbaden 
on Tuesday, Command Sgt. Maj. Alberto Delgado of 
the 21st Theater Sustainment Command will take 
temporary responsibility as USAREUR’s senior en¬ 
listed leader, with Special Operations Command’s 
Command Sgt. Maj. Robert Abernethy tapped to re¬ 
place Lyon later this spring. 

USAREUR commander Lt. Gen. Christopher Ca- 
voli, who was serving as commander of the 7th Army 
Training Command when Lyon arrived in Europe in 
2015, said that Lyon will be a tough act to follow. 

“I got to watch with pleasure as she set about trans¬ 
forming the way we do NCO development and the 
way we lead our soldiers across this formation,” Ca- 
voli said. “It was a professional privilege to watch.” 

Under Lyon’s tenure, operational tempo signifi¬ 
cantly increased on the Continent, with additional 
forces, including two combat brigades, assigned to 
the theater on a rotational basis. 

Lyon sought to reduce the stress involved with 



Dan STOUTAMiRE/Stars and Stripes 


Command Sgt. Maj. Sheryl Lyon, left, passes the 
U.S. Army Europe colors to Lt. Gen. Christopher 
Cavoli, USAREUR commander, Tuesday in 
Wiesbaden, Germany. 

such a demanding schedule. 

“We’re trying to make it feel a little more like 
home, giving cultural opportunities,” she said. “For 
some of them it’s the first time overseas, so I would 
prefer that they not be tied to their base and they be 
given the opportunity to travel a little bit.” 

USAREUR is characterized by a wide geograph¬ 
ic distribution of component units, which required 
Lyon to travel throughout Germany, Italy and East¬ 
ern Europe. 

Lyon’s next challenge will be taking the helm of 
the Fort Belvoir, Va.-based Army Cyber Command, 
which has existed since 2010 and has an increasingly 
vital mission in the face of aggressive cyberattacks 
from adversaries. 

Lyon, an intelligence soldier by trade, said it will 
be an adjustment on the technical side, but she’s con¬ 
fident her experience will put her in good stead. 

“I won’t pretend that going to Army Cyber is 
straight military intelligence, because it’s not,” she 
said. “There are some ones and zeros in there that 
I am not a technical expert on, but I think I bring 
some knowledge and past experience that will help 
in that realm that will help advance it as well.” 

stoutamire.dan@stripes.com 
Twitter: @DKS_Stripes 


F-16’s engine catches 
fire over northern Japan 


Stars and Stripes 

No one was injured after an 
Air Force F-16’s engine caught 
fire shortly after takeoff Tuesday 
morning over northern Japan. 

The blaze caused the pilot of 
the Fighting Falcon — assigned 
to Misawa Air Base’s 35th Fighter 
Wing — to jettison two external 
fuel tanks onto an unpopulated 
area near Lake Ogawara, accord¬ 
ing to an Air Force statement is¬ 
sued Tuesday afternoon. 

The aircraft was “recovered 
safely on the installation air¬ 
field, and there were no injuries 
to the pilot or personnel on the 
ground,” the statement said. 


Japanese Defense Minister Itsu- 
nori Onodera said officials have 
spotted parts believed to be from 
the military aircraft in the lake, 
according to The Associated 
Press. He said the water surface 
was smeared with oil. 

Col. Scott Jobe, 35th Fighter 
Wing commander, said there will 
be a “thorough investigation to 
determine the root cause of this 
incident.” 

“The safety of our airmen and 
our Japanese neighbors is our 
number one priority during fly¬ 
ing operations,” he said in the 
statement. 

news@stripes.com 


US servicemember dies 
in noncombat incident 


Stars and Stripes 

A servicemember support¬ 
ing the U.S.-led coalition against 
Islamic State has died in a non¬ 
combat incident, the coalition an¬ 
nounced Tuesday. 

The death happened Monday at 
an undisclosed location in south¬ 
west Asia. The incident is under 
investigation, according to a co¬ 
alition statement. 

In keeping with a recent policy 
of not revealing the nationality 
of the deceased, Combined Joint 


Task Force-Operation Inherent 
Resolve said the servicemem- 
ber’s name and additional cir¬ 
cumstances of the death would be 
released “at the discretion of per¬ 
tinent national authorities.” 

The death is the international 
alliance’s third fatality this year. 
Servicemembers died in two sep¬ 
arate noncombat incidents last 
month — an American soldier on 
Jan. 8 and a Scottish soldier on 
Jan. 31. 

news@stripes.com 
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Joint US-S. Korea 
war games will go 
on after Olympics 



Patrick EAKiN/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Soldiers from 1st Battalion, 9th Cavalry Regiment, 2nd Armored 
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division participate in bilateral 
Warrior Strike drills in South Korea on Dec. 13. 


By Kim Gamel 
and Yoo Kyong Chang 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — South 
Korea and the United States con¬ 
firmed Tuesday that they will 
hold joint war games on the di¬ 
vided peninsula after the Olympic 
Games despite concerns the drills 
could jeopardize a fragile detente 
with North Korea. 

The longtime allies had agreed 
to postpone the annual exercises 
until after the Winter Games in 
a bid to ease rising tensions with 
the nuclear-armed North, which 
considers the exercises to be a re¬ 
hearsal for an invasion. 

U.S. military officials have al¬ 
ways said the operations known 
as Key Resolve and Foal Eagle 
would resume after the March 8- 
18 Paralympics. But some observ¬ 
ers speculated that Seoul may ask 
for them to be further postponed 
or scaled down to maintain a spirit 
of reconciliation with Pyongyang. 

Defense Minister Song Young- 
moo dismissed that idea on 
Tuesday, telling a parliamentary 
defense committee that the allies 
would announce the start date for 
the drills by the end of March, 
according to the Yonhap News 
Agency. He also said the North 
didn’t ask for the postponement 
of the drills as a condition for par¬ 
ticipating in the Olympics or the 
inter-Korean talks. 

U.S. Forces Korea, which over¬ 
sees the 28,500 servicemembers 
stationed in the South, also reit¬ 
erated the drills will be held as 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

FireEye said it has “high con¬ 
fidence” that a cyberespionage 
group it has identified as APT37 
is responsible for a number of 
“zero-day vulnerability” attacks 
not just in South Korea but in 
Japan, Vietnam and in the Middle 
East. Zero-day attacks are when 
hackers find and exploit flaws in 
software before the developers 
have had an opportunity to cre¬ 
ate a patch to fix it. 

“It’s like your security system is 
a big wall, but someone knows that 
there’s a hole somewhere in that 
wall and can crawl through it,” 
Hultquist said. “It’s fairly rare.” 

It’s also a sign of sophistication 
as hackers are able to obtain ac¬ 
cess and defeat mature security 
programs, he said. 

Experts say all the evidence 
suggests that Lazarus, the cyber 
collective that launched the em¬ 
barrassing attack on Sony and was 
behind the $81 million cyberheist 
of a Bangladeshi bank in 2016, has 


planned. “The U.S. and [South 
Korea] agreed to deconflict the 
timing of the spring exercises in 
order to provide the best possible 
conditions for a successful Olym¬ 
pics and Paralympics,” the public 
affairs office said in a statement. 

“We currently intend to conduct 
them as planned — to include the 
scope and scale — as part of main¬ 
taining a foundation of military 
readiness,” it said. 

American and South Korean 
commanders insist the war games, 
which are usually held in late Feb¬ 
ruary and early March, are defen¬ 
sive in nature. 

“We will execute the two major 
theater-level command post exer¬ 
cises and one theater-level field 
training exercise each year,” Gen. 
Vincent Brooks said last week in 
written testimony for the House 
Armed Services Committee. 

“These exercises are essential 
to strengthen the alliance,” he 
said, adding they also deter North 
Korean aggression and improve 
the ability of the two countries to 
fight together. 

North Korea’s decision to join 
the Winter Games, which began 
on Feb. 9 and end Sunday, has led 
to a series of diplomatic break¬ 
throughs such as talks with the 
South, a visit by a high-level del¬ 
egation, including the North Kore¬ 
an leader’s sister, and an invitation 
for South Korea’s president to hold 
a summit in Pyongyang. 

President Moon Jae-in respond¬ 
ed by saying the North must cre¬ 
ate the right conditions before a 
summit could be held and must 


links to the North Korean regime. 
It is also accused of mastermind¬ 
ing last year’s WannaCry attack, 
which crippled companies, banks 
and hospitals around the world. 

North Korea also is accused of 
numerous attacks in South Korea. 
The most recent involved the 
hacking of a South Korean cryp¬ 
tocurrency exchange. The bitcoin 
exchange Youbit lost 17 percent of 
its total assets in the December at¬ 
tack and said it would close down 
as a result. 

This APT37 appears to have 
been operating under the radar, 
exploiting holes in South Korean 
cybersecurity since 2012 to co¬ 
vertly gather intelligence on issues 
of concern for the North Korean 
regime, the government, military, 
media and human rights groups 
among them. Those targets, to¬ 
gether with the times of day that 
attacks happen, strongly point to 
North Korea, FireEye said. 

Last year, however, APT37 ap¬ 
pears to have targeted a Japa¬ 
nese entity involved in imposing 


actively engage with the United 
States. 

But the communist state hates 
the joint war games, which are 
held in the spring and the fall, and 
warned on Monday that a move 
to restart them would be “a wild 
act of ruthlessly trampling even 
a small sprout of peace that has 
been now seen on the Korean 
Peninsula.” 

“It is a provocative act of chill¬ 
ing the active efforts of [North 
Korea] and enthusiasm of the in¬ 
ternational community to defuse 
tension and create a peaceful 
environment,” said the Korean 
Central News Agency, a state-run 
mouthpiece. 

The North also criticized a 
smaller Warrior Strike training 
exercise with U.S. and South Ko¬ 
rean troops that was held before 
the Olympics, calling it “noth¬ 
ing but a provocative act of war 
maniacs.” 

The Olympics have ushered in 
a welcome period of calm on the 
divided peninsula after months 
of saber-rattling between Wash¬ 
ington and Pyongyang over the 


sanctions on North Korea, a Viet¬ 
namese company and one in the 
Middle East. 

FireEye did not name any of 
the targets for legal reasons, but 
its description of the attack on 
the company in the Middle East 
perfectly describes Orascom, the 
Egyptian telecommunications 
company that had started a cell¬ 
phone company in North Korea, 
only to have almost all its profits 
retained by the regime. 

As well as expanding its geo- 


North’s nuclear weapons program. 
The communist state test-fired 
several missiles and conducted its 
sixth and most powerful under¬ 
ground nuclear test last year. 

Critics believe the North is play¬ 
ing nice to wrest concessions from 
the West and loosen economic 
sanctions aimed at isolating the 
regime and depriving it of the 
foreign currency needed for its 
weapons programs. 

Moon struck an optimistic note 
on Tuesday amid signals the 
Trump administration may be 
willing to talk to the North. 

“There is still a risk of conflict 
between North Korea and the U.S. 
but, fortunately, the two countries 
seem to have been feeling the need 
for dialogue lately,” he said during 
a meeting with Slovenia’s presi¬ 
dent, according to his office. 

He promised to work to use the 
momentum from the Olympics 
to promote a dialogue between 
Washington and Pyongyang fo¬ 
cused on the denuclearization of 
the peninsula. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


graphical reach, APT37 appears 
to be targeting a wider range of 
industries, including chemicals, 
electronics, manufacturing, aero¬ 
space, automotive and health care 
entities, the report said. 

While the damage is currently 
much lower than that caused by 
the huge cyberattacks blamed on 
North Korea, it suggests the re¬ 
gime is looking for new ways to 
launch stealthy attacks when it 
wants to. 


Compensation 
sought from 
US for victim 

By Matthew M. Burke 

AND HANA KUSUMOTO 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — 
The family of an Okinawan woman 
slain by a former U.S. base worker 
plans to seek reparations from 
the U.S. government because the 
convicted killer is unable to pay a 
court-ordered settlement. 

Kenneth Franklin Gadson, 34, 
who worked at a Kadena Air Base 
cable and internet provider after 
leaving the Marine Corps, was 
found guilty Dec. 1 in Naha Dis¬ 
trict Court of murder, rape result¬ 
ing in death and the illegal disposal 
of a body in the slaying of Uruma 
office worker Rina Shimabukuro. 

Gadson was sentenced 
to life imprisonment. 
Shimabukuro’s family has sought 
remittance through a program 
that allows the courts to explore 
and award compensation to sup¬ 
port the victims of crimes, the 
family’s attorney, Naoko Muraka¬ 
mi, said in a statement earlier this 
month. She did not disclose the 
sum awarded in January but said 
the court allowed nearly the full 
amount that was requested. 

“Details of the decision cannot 
be disclosed,” Murakami said in 
the statement. “We plan to claim 
for compensation for damages to 
both Japan and the U.S. govern¬ 
ments based on Status of Forces 
Agreement Article 18 paragraph 
6 when the verdict is finalized.” 

The Japanese government will 
now consider the claim, assess 
compensation and file a report 
with U.S. authorities, according to 
the SOFA. U.S. officials will then 
decide whether to make a pay¬ 
ment and how much. 

The government of Japan will 
cover the difference between the 
settlement and what the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment agrees to pay, according 
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
website. 

Shimabukuro disappeared after 
going out for a walk on the night 
of April 28, 2016. Gadson became 
a suspect after police spotted his 
SUV on security camera footage 
taken from where she went miss¬ 
ing. Police said he admitted to 
strangling Shimabukuro and led 
them to her body. 

Gadson has filed an appeal with 
the Fukuoka High Court in Naha 
saying he did not intend to kill the 
victim; however, he did not ap¬ 
peal the financial settlement by 
last week’s deadline. No trial date 
has been set for the appeal, a high 
court spokesman said. 
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WAR/MIDEAST 


More than 100 die in Syrian assault on rebels 



Members of the Syrian Civil Defense group known as the White Helmets carry a man who was wounded 
Monday during airstrikes and shelling by Syrian forces in Ghouta, a rebel-held suburb of Damascus. 


By Bassem Mroue 
Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Intense Syr¬ 
ian government shelling and air- 
strikes on rebel-held Damascus 
suburbs killed nearly 130 people 
in two days, marking some of the 
deadliest bombardment of the re¬ 
bellious region in three years, a 
monitoring group and paramed¬ 
ics said Tuesday. 

Retaliatory shells rained down 
on Damascus, killing at least 
eight people and causing panic 
among residents of the Syrian 
capital, seat of President Bashar 
Assad’s power. 

The violence in the capital and 
nearby areas came as scores of 
pro-government gunmen began 
entering the northern Kurdish 
enclave of Afrin. Turkish troops 
shelled the areas shortly after the 
fighters entered the area, forcing 
journalists to flee. Turkish state 
media reported the pro-govern¬ 
ment forces then fell back 6 miles 
from Afrin city. 

The targeted suburbs — scat¬ 
tered across an area known as 
eastern Ghouta — have been 
subjected to weekslong bombard¬ 
ment that has killed and wounded 
hundreds of people. Opposition 
activists say government forces 
have brought in more reinforce¬ 
ments in recent days, suggest¬ 
ing a mqjor assault is imminent 
to recapture the area that is the 
last main rebel stronghold near 
Damascus. 

The area that has been under 
tight siege since last year is home 
to some 400,000 people as well as 
thousands of insurgents belong¬ 


ing to different factions. The most 
powerful are the ultraconserva¬ 
tive Army of Islam and Failaq al- 
Rahman with a small presence of 
al-Qaida-linked fighters. 

Videos from the eastern sub¬ 
urbs showed paramedics pulling 
out the injured from under the 
rubble while others are seen fran- 
ticly digging through the debris in 
the dark in search for survivors. 

Monday’s bombardment that 
killed nearly 100 people saw the 


use of warplanes, helicopter gun- 
ships and missiles, as well as ar¬ 
tillery, in a major escalation of 
violence. 

The Britain-based Syrian Ob¬ 
servatory for Human Rights 
said 20 children and 15 women 
were among those killed. The op- 
position-affiliated Syrian Civil 
Defense, also known as White 
Helmets, said the shelling and 
airstrikes killed 98 and that some 
people are still under the rubble. 


Syrian Civil Defense White Helmets/AP 


Both the Observatory and the 
White Helmets reported more 
airstrikes and shelling on Tues¬ 
day in eastern Ghouta as rebels 
pounded Damascus with mortar 
shells. The White Helmets re¬ 
ported 15 deaths Tuesday while 
the Observatory said 23 people 
were killed. 

The Observatory said the 
“crazy shelling” appears to be 
paving the way for a wide ground 
offensive on eastern Ghouta. If 


captured by government forces 
it would be another major victory 
for Assad since the conflict began 
seven years ago. 

Rebels retaliated by hitting 
some Damascus neighborhoods 
with mortar shells, killing eight 
people, including three children, 
and wounding 15 people, ac¬ 
cording to the state news agency 
SANA. On Tuesday morning, 
Damascus residents reported 
shelling of areas in central 
Damascus. 

“Shells are falling like rain. We 
are hiding in the corridor,” a Da¬ 
mascus resident told The Associ¬ 
ated Press, asking that her name 
not be mentioned for her own 
safety. She spoke while hiding in 
the corridor of an office building. 

“It’s a bloody day,” said Abdel- 
rahman Shahin, 31, a Damascus 
resident who was walking on the 
street when a shell landed on a 
nearby taxi, killing the driver and 
a passenger in front of his eyes. 

“They both died,” he said, vis¬ 
ibly shaken. “The driver was out 
for his livelihood; his family will 
be waiting for him,” he said. 

Syrian state TV later reported 
live from the streets of Damascus 
to show what it called the peo¬ 
ple’s “steadfastness” despite the 
shelling. 

Army of Islam official Moham¬ 
med Alloush and Nasr al-Hariri, 
who heads the committee that 
represents the Syrian opposition, 
described what is happening in 
eastern Ghouta as a new “Holo¬ 
caust” committed by the govern¬ 
ment and its backers Iran and 
Russia. 


Cleaners: Work at 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

For the cleaners, clearing away 
and carting off body parts has be¬ 
come a grisly but routine chore 
in the Afghan capital, where sui¬ 
cide bombings and commando 
attacks by extremist insurgents 
take place almost every month. 
The United Nations on Thursday 
reported that more than 3,400 
civilians died in the country in 
2017, many from attacks target¬ 
ing public places. 

Just two weeks ago, at 12:45 in 
the afternoon, a white ambulance 
carrying a load of explosives det¬ 
onated on a crowded downtown 
street near a public hospital, a 
police compound and an antique 
market. 

The human toll from the pow¬ 
erful bomb was unusually high 
— at least 105 people killed and 
235 wounded. The physical de¬ 
struction was also extensive. 
Cars were crumpled like paper 
and buildings were left with col¬ 
lapsed roofs, windows shattered 
and walls charred. 

Security forces quickly cor¬ 
doned off the area, then detec¬ 
tives arrived to investigate. After 
five hours, they left. Then about 
250 municipal cleaners, wear¬ 
ing bright orange coveralls and 
shouldering shovels, moved in. 

“Be careful, don’t hurt your¬ 
selves,” Ahmad Behzad Ghayasi, 


bombing sites has 

* It is a disturbing 
scene, but we have 
to work, f 

Rajab 

member of the Kabul, Afghanistan, 
municipal street cleaning crew 


the cleaning department direc¬ 
tor, told the men as they swept 
up shards of glass in one hospital 
building. 

Excavators loaded debris and 
charred car parts onto open 
trucks, and Ghayasi pointed to a 
ruined building nearby. “There 
might be dead bodies,” he said. 

Even on a normal day, the job 
requires stamina and a strong 
stomach. Workers must sweep 
streets, clear fetid drain ditches 
and collect garbage in a crowded, 
dirty capital of about 5 million, 
with grossly inadequate sanita¬ 
tion, and trash dumped on many 
corners. They are exposed to 
toxic air pollution and respiratory 
diseases. 

But it is the psychological pres¬ 
sure of cleaning bomb blast sites 
that weighs most heavily. Power¬ 
ful explosions can tear human 
bodies into unrecognizable piec¬ 
es. Even after police and health 


‘a negative effect on 

workers have carried wounded 
victims to hospitals and corpses 
to morgues, bits of flesh and bone 
often remain behind. 

The cleaners wash bloodstains 
and collect body parts in plastic 
bags or carts. Later, out of re¬ 
spect, they bury them in the near¬ 
est cemetery; some end up in one 
grave with no marker. 

Ghayasi said he usually sends 
out teams to clean after small 
explosions, but he takes charge if 
the blast is especially deadly and 
destructive. He has done so three 
times in the past year. 

“It shatters our spirits into 
pieces,” Ghayasi said. 

As insurgent violence surges 
throughout the country, bombings 
and ground assaults in the capi¬ 
tal have also steadily increased. 
In the past two years, attacks 
claimed by the Taliban or Islamic 
State have targeted at least eight 
mosques, a peaceful rally, two se¬ 
curity academies, hotels, govern¬ 
ment buildings, and Afghan and 
foreign military convoys. 

In May, when a massive truck 
bomb in Kabul killed more than 
150 people and destroyed sev¬ 
eral large buildings including 
the German Embassy, it took 
days for about 500 city cleaners 
to clear the ruins. Afterward, the 
office of President Ashraf Ghani 
gave them a bonus equal to one 


our mental health’ 


month’s salary. 

Last March, when the Taliban 
attacked a police station in West 
Kabul, a cleaner said he found 
two human legs at the scene. 

“When I go home after cleaning 
a blast site, I act strangely,” said 
Hussain Bakhsh, 60, who cleaned 
both the recent ambulance bomb 
and the earlier truck bomb sites. 
“The kids ask me, ‘What hap¬ 
pened to you?’ It has a negative 
effect on our mental health.” 

The municipality has no clinic 
to treat mental health problems, 
such as post-traumatic stress, 
and the department is badly 
understaffed. Even with 3,625 
employees and 2,000 additional 
contractors, officials said, it is not 
enough to keep the capital clean. 

The average wage for a city 
cleaner is 8,000 afghanis per 
month, which equals about $110. 
All are low-skilled workers with 
little education. Despite the hard¬ 
ships and trauma that come with 
the task, few have other options. 

“It is a disturbing scene, but we 
have to work,” said Rajab, 49, who 
uses only one name. After the 
midday ambulance bombing Jan. 
27, he and his co-workers were 
still sweeping and shoveling after 
9 p.m. The next morning, they 
were back again. 

City officials promised them 
another bonus. 


MILITARY DISCOUNTS 
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Special counsel 
files new charge 
in Russia probe 



Reed Saxon/AP 


Filipino-American Jeff DeGuia, 28, holds up family pictures at Unidad (Unity) Park in Los Angeles on Feb. 
1. DeGuia, 28, said it took his mother more than a decade to bring two sisters from the Philippines. His 
grandfather came to the United States for an engineering job in the 1970s. 

Trump’s vision of family reunification 
reform could cut immigration by half 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The special 
counsel investigating Russian 
interference in the 2016 election 
charged an attorney Tuesday 
with lying to federal investiga¬ 
tors about his interactions with a 
former Donald Trump campaign 
official. 

A charging document filed in 
federal court in Washington ac¬ 
cuses Alex van der Zwaan of lying 
to investigators about his interac¬ 
tions with Rick Gates, a longtime 
business associate of President 
Donald Trump’s former cam¬ 
paign chair, Paul Manafort. Both 
Gates and Manafort were indicted 
last year on charges of conspiracy 
to launder money and acting as 
unregistered foreign agents. 

The plea hearing comes on 
the heels of an extraordinary in¬ 
dictment from Special Counsel 
Robert Mueller last week that 
charged 13 Russian nationals and 
three Russian companies in a hid¬ 
den social media effort to meddle 
in the 2016 presidential election 
by denigrating Democrat Hillary 
Clinton and boosting the chances 
of Trump. 

The single-count information 
against van der Zwaan was filed 
ahead of a plea hearing scheduled 
for later Tuesday. 

The charge stems from a part 
of the special counsel’s investiga¬ 
tion into Manafort and Gates, who 
are accused of directing a covert 
Washington lobbying campaign 
on behalf of pro-Russia Ukrai¬ 
nian interests. 

According to the court filing, 
prosecutors say van der Zwaan 
lied to federal investigators 
about his role in the production 
of a report on the trial of former 


Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko. She is a political foe 
of former Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yanukovych, whose po¬ 
litical party was a client of Gates 
and Manafort. 

In the charging document, van 
der Zwaan is accused of lying dur¬ 
ing an interview with prosecutors 
and FBI agents on Nov. 3, 2017. 
The charging document accuses 
him of lying about the timing 
of his last communication with 
Gates and an unidentified person 
described as “Person A.” It also 
accuses him of deleting emails 
sought by the special counsel’s of¬ 
fice and lying about a phone call 
he surreptitiously recorded in 
September 2016 with Gates and 
Person A regarding the Tymosh¬ 
enko report. 

The report was cited in the 
12-count indictment against 
Manafort and Gates. It accuses 
the two men of acting as unregis¬ 
tered lobbyists in connection with 
the rollout of the report, which 
was commissioned by the Ukrai¬ 
nian government. According to 
the indictment, Manafort and 
Gates “used one of their offshore 
accounts to funnel $4 million to 
pay secretly for the report.” 

The report was authored by 
Washington law firm Skadden, 
Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom, 
known as Skadden Arps. 

Van der Zwaan’s now-defunct 
Linkedln page lists him as an as¬ 
sociate in the London office of the 
prominent law firm. 

Trump is showing signs of frus¬ 
tration with the continued Russia 
probe, blaming Democrats for 
shrugging off his prior claims 
that the U.S. election system was 
rigged only to point to Russia 
influence. 


By Deepti Hajela 
and Amy Taxin 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — When the U.S. 
government approved Ricardo 
Magpantay, his wife and young 
children to immigrate to America 
from the Philippines, it was 1991. 
By the time a visa was available, it 
was 2005, and his children could 
not come with him because they 
were now adults. 

More than a decade later, his 
children are still waiting. 

Magpantay gets worried when 
he hears the White House is aim¬ 
ing to limit the relatives that im- 
migrants-tumed-citizens can 
sponsor, a profound change to a 
fundamental piece of the Ameri¬ 
can immigration system. 

“It is really frustrating and it is 
very dreadful for me because after 
a long wait, if this will be passed, 
what will happen for them?” said 
Magpantay, 68, a mechanical en¬ 
gineer in the Southern California 
city of Murrieta. “I won’t be able 
to bring them forever.” 

For the past 50-plus years, fam¬ 
ily reunification has been central 


to U.S. immigration law. Those 
who become naturalized citizens 
can bring spouses and minor 
children and petition for parents, 
adult children and siblings to get 
their own green cards and become 
Americans in their own right, with 
their own ability to sponsor. 

Many on opposing sides of the 
immigration debate have long felt 
the family reunification system 
needs reform. Immigration advo¬ 
cates want a reassessment of the 
quotas on how many people can 
come from a given country in a 
given year, which has created de- 
cadeslong backlogs for citizens of 
some countries. 

Self-described “restriction- 
ists,” including President Don¬ 
ald Trump, want a narrower, 
nuclear definition of family, mak¬ 
ing spouses and minor children 
the only relatives a citizen could 
sponsor. That’s a central plank of 
the sweeping immigration over¬ 
haul Trump has proposed, a move 
that activists say could cut legal 
immigration in the U.S. by half. 

Congress rejected competing 
bills last week meant to resolve the 


status of hundreds of thousands of 
young people brought to the U.S. il¬ 
legally, including one plan that mir¬ 
rored Trump’s overall immigration 
proposal. The lack of resolution on 
an issue that was pivotal to Trump’s 
election leaves it as a potential tin- 
derbox for the midterm congressio¬ 
nal elections this fall. 

Trump is giving a spotlight to 
an idea that “was clearly out in the 
wilderness” in a policy sense, and 
something only its advocates were 
really talking about, said Mark 
Krikorian, executive director of 
the Center for Immigration Stud¬ 
ies, which has long pushed for lim¬ 
its on family sponsorships. “He 
has forced issues to the forefront 
that need to be debated,” Kriko¬ 
rian said. 

Advocates of family reunifica¬ 
tion call the rhetoric around merit 
and skills a smokescreen. “They’re 
being disingenuous — their goal is 
to reduce immigration overall,” 
said Anu Joshi, director of immi¬ 
gration policy at the New York Im¬ 
migration Coalition. “This is just 
about cutting family. It’s a family 
ban.” 


Veterans organizations rally behind VA’s Shulkin amid internal strife 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Major veterans orga¬ 
nizations are reinforcing their support for 
Department of Veterans Affairs Secretary 
David Shulkin amid internal strife at the 
agency that emerged following findings of 
ethical violations last week. 

The American Legion, Veterans of For¬ 
eign Wars, AMVETS, Disabled American 
Veterans, Paralyzed Veterans of America 
and Vietnam Veterans of America—groups 
that regularly advise VA leadership and 
lawmakers on veterans issues — backed 
Shulkin on Monday and decried any at¬ 
tempt to undermine or replace him. 

“There’s two different VAs right now, two 
different administration efforts, and that’s 
just not going to work,” said Joe Chenelly, 
executive director of AMVETS. “The presi¬ 
dent has to have a unified voice from his ad¬ 


ministration that begins and ends with the 
secretary, and he must make it clear to the 
rest of the team that they have to be willing 
to follow the secretary or leave.” 

Shulkin told reporters Thursday he was 
attempting to identify and remove anyone 
within the agency who may be working 
against him. 

Hints of internal strife at the VA ap¬ 
peared over the last few months. Shortly 
after the transition, there were concerns 
among veterans organizations over the role 
in President Donald Trump’s administra¬ 
tion of Concerned Veterans for America 
— a conservative group that’s part of the 
Koch brothers’ political network and has 
advocated for pushing more veterans’ care 
into the private market. Darin Selnick, one 
of CVA’s former advisers, landed a job in the 
White House to advise on veterans’ issues. 

Then in December, senators received 
mixed messages from the administration 


about proposed reforms to the VA Choice 
Program, which allows veterans to receive 
private-sector medical care. Shulkin has 
been working with senators on legislation 
that has bipartisan support, but other White 
House officials favor a Republican-led bill 
that provides more aggressive expansion. 

The tension between Shulkin and White 
House insiders culminated last week fol¬ 
lowing findings from VA Inspector General 
Michael Missal that Shulkin improperly 
accepted tickets to Wimbledon for himself 
and his wife on a taxpayer-funded trip to 
Europe last summer. Further, the IG found 
that Shulkin’s chief of staff, Vivieca Wright 
Simpson, misled an ethics official into ap¬ 
proving travel expenses for the VA secre¬ 
tary’s wife. Shulkin, his wife and a small 
staff had traveled to Cophenhagen, Den¬ 
mark, and London for a veterans’ summit 
with allied countries, but much of the trip 


was spent sightseeing, investigators found. 

All of the groups that rallied behind 
Shulkin on Monday expressed disappoint¬ 
ment in the ethical violations found by the 
IG. But they were satisfied with the actions 
he was taking — including repaying the 
U.S. Treasury for his wife’s travel expenses 
— and said they didn’t want to see Shulkin 
removed. They purported White House in¬ 
siders were using the moment to interfere. 

“While we were disappointed to learn of 
the recent issue with the secretary’s travel, 
we believe that the current controversy sur¬ 
rounding the secretary is part of a larger ef¬ 
fort to remove him and install others who 
would take steps to privatize the services 
provided to our nation’s heroes by the [VA],” 
American Legion National Commander De¬ 
nise Rohan said in a statement. 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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Path cleared for less comprehensive health plans 


By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 

Associated. Press 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration Tuesday cleared 
the way for a lower-cost, limited 
alternative to the comprehensive 
individual medical plans required 
under former President Barack 
Obama’s health law. 

Proposed regulations from 
the administration would allow 
health insurers to sell individual 
consumers so-called “short¬ 
term” policies that can last up to 
12 months, have fewer benefits, 
and lower premiums. 

The plans would come with 
a disclaimer that they don’t 
meet the Affordable Care Act’s 
consumer protections, such as 
guaranteed coverage, or the re¬ 
quirement to offer robust ben¬ 
efits. Insurers could also charge 
consumers more if an individual’s 
medical history discloses health 
problems. 

Students 
push for 
gun law 
changes 

By Terry Spencer, 

Curt Anderson 

and Brendan Farrington 

Associated Press 

PARKLAND, Fla. — A hun¬ 
dred Stoneman Douglas High 
School students were busing 400 
miles to Florida’s capital Tuesday 
to urge lawmakers to act to pre¬ 
vent a repeat of the massacre that 
killed 17 students and faculty last 
week. 

The students plan to hold a rally 
Wednesday in hopes that it will 
put pressure on the state’s Re¬ 
publican-controlled Legislature 
to consider a sweeping package 
of gun control laws, something 
some GOP lawmakers said Mon¬ 
day they would consider. Shortly 
after the shooting, several leg¬ 
islative leaders were taken on a 
tour of the school to see the dam¬ 
age firsthand and they appeared 
shaken afterward. 

“I really think they are going to 
hear us out,” said Chris Grady, 19, 
a senior who is going on the trip. 
He said he hopes the trip will lead 
to some “commonsense laws like 
rigorous background checks.” 

The attack last Wednesday 
seemed to overcome the resis¬ 
tance of some in the state’s lead¬ 
ership, which has rebuffed gun 
restrictions since Republicans 
took control of both the governor’s 
office and the Legislature in 1999. 
However, there is still strong re¬ 
sistance by many in the party to 
any gun control measures, leav¬ 
ing the fate of new restrictions 
unclear. 

Students also have vowed to 


Nonetheless, administration of¬ 
ficials said they believe the short¬ 
term coverage option will be 
welcomed by people who need in¬ 
dividual coverage but don’t qual¬ 
ify for the ACA’s income-based 
subsidies and face paying the full 
cost of their premiums. 

“We need to be opening up 
more affordable alternatives,” 
Health and Human Services Sec¬ 
retary Alex Azar told reporters. 
“It’s one step in the direction of 
providing Americans with alter¬ 
natives that are both more afford¬ 
able and more suited to individual 
and family circumstances.” 

Critics of Trump’s approach 
say that making such short-term 
policies more attractive to con¬ 
sumers will undermine the health 
care law’s insurance markets. 
That’s because healthy custom¬ 
ers will have an incentive to stay 
away from HealthCare.gov and 
its state-run counterparts. 

Democrats say the solution is 


exert pressure on Congress as the 
aftermath of the rampage reso¬ 
nates beyond Florida and from 
coast to coast. 

Hundreds of chanting pro¬ 
testers converged Monday on 
a downtown Los Angeles park, 
demanding tougher background 
checks and other gun safety mea¬ 
sures after the shooting. Some 
signs held up by the California 
demonstrators read, “Your Chil¬ 
dren Are Counting On You.” 

Sen. Bill Galvano, a Republican 
and the incoming Florida senate 
president, said the state Senate 
was preparing a package that 
would include raising the age to 
purchase any firearm to 21, creat¬ 
ing a waiting period for purchas¬ 
ing any type of firearm, banning 
bump stocks that can allow semi¬ 
automatic guns to spray bullets 
quickly and creating gun violence 
restraining orders. 

Authorities said suspect Niko¬ 
las Cruz, 19, had a string of run- 
ins with school authorities that 
ended with his expulsion. Police 
also were repeatedly called to his 
house throughout his childhood. 

Since the attack, students from 
the school have become increas¬ 
ingly vocal in their demands for 
gun control measures. 


to increase government subsidies, 
so that more middle-class people 
will be eligible for taxpayer assis¬ 
tance to buy comprehensive cov¬ 
erage. Under Obama, short-term 
plans were limited to periods of 
no longer than three months. 

Trump administration officials 
reject the notion that they’re try¬ 
ing to undermine the ACA. In¬ 
stead, they say they are trying to 
make things more workable for 
people who are not being helped 
by the health law. 

The administration estimates 
that only about 100,000 to 200,000 
people will drop coverage they now 
have under the ACA and switch to 
cheaper short-term policies. They 
also say they expect short-term 
plans could attract many people 
among the estimated 28 million 
who remain uninsured. 

“What we see right now is that 
there are healthy people sitting 
on the sidelines without cover¬ 
age, and this is an opportunity to 


Photos by Richard Vogel/AP 



Heidi Ferrer joins protesters 
against gun violence in Los 
Angeles on Monday. 


Many have pointed out politi¬ 
cians who take financial support 
from the National Rifle Associa¬ 
tion, and some have lashed out at 
President Donald Trump, saying 
he was busy blaming Democrats 
for failing to pass gun restrictions 
while taking no action of his own. 


provide them with coverage,” said 
Seema Verma, head of the Cen¬ 
ters for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, which also administers 
the Obama-era health law. 

One major health insurance 
company, United Healthcare, is 
already positioning itself to mar¬ 
ket short-term plans. But others in 
the industry see them as a niche 
product for people in life transi¬ 
tions, like being in-between jobs, 
moving to another state, or re¬ 
tiring before Medicare kicks in. 
Consumer advocates say patients 
have to read the fine print care¬ 
fully to make sure the plan will 
cover their medical bills. 

The administration’s proposal 
will be open for public comment 
for 60 days, and Verma said she 
hopes the new rules will be final¬ 
ized as soon as possible. However, 
for 2018, short-term coverage 
won’t count as qualifying cover¬ 
age under the Obama health law, 
which means consumers with 


By Lindsey Tanner 

Associated Press 

Frustration is mounting in the 
medical community as the Trump 
administration again points to 
mental illness in response to yet 
another mass shooting. 

“The concept that mental ill¬ 
ness is a precursor to violent 
behavior is nonsense,” said Dr. 
Louis Kraus, forensic psychiatry 
chief at Chicago’s Rush Univer¬ 
sity Medical College. “The vast 
majority of gun violence is not at¬ 
tributable to mental illness.” 

Nikolas Cruz, the 19-year-old 
charged with killing 17 people 
on Valentine’s Day at his former 
high school in Parkland, Fla., has 
been described by students as a 
loner with troubling behavior who 
had been kicked out of school. His 
mother recently died, and Cruz 
had been staying with family 
friends. 

Since the shooting, his mental 
health has been the focus of Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s comments. 
And on a Thursday call with re¬ 
porters, Health and Human Ser¬ 
vices Secretary Alex Azar said 
the administration is committed 
to addressing serious mental ill¬ 
ness and that his agency “will 
be laser-focused on this issue in 
the days, weeks, and months to 
come.” 

Mental health professionals 
welcome more resources and 
attention, but they say the ad¬ 
ministration is ignoring the real 
problem — easy access to guns, 
particularly the kind of high- 
powered, highly lethal assault 
weapons used in many of the most 
recent mass shootings. 

“Even for those who manage 
to survive gun violence involving 
these weapons, the severity and 
lasting impact of their wounds, 


such plans would legally be con¬ 
sidered uninsured, putting them 
at risk of fines. The requirement 
that most Americans have cover¬ 
age has been repealed, effective 
next year. 

The proposal to expand short¬ 
term plans follows another ad¬ 
ministration regulation that 
would allow groups within an 
industry to offer “association” 
health plans also exempt from 
ACA requirements. 

Administration officials said 
there’s final decision on whether 
consumers will have a legal right 
to renew coverage under one of 
the new short-term plans. 

Tuesday’s proposal was a joint 
effort of the departments of Health 
and Human Services, Labor and 
Treasury. It doesn’t affect people 
with job-based plans, which cover 
the majority of workers and their 
families. 


disabilities and treatment leads 
to devastating consequences,” 
American Medical Association 
President David Barbe wrote 
in an online column after the 
shooting. 

“We are not talking about Sec¬ 
ond Amendment rights or re¬ 
stricting your ability to own a 
firearm. We are talking about a 
public health crisis that our Con¬ 
gress has failed to address. This 
must end,” Barbe wrote. 

Better access to mental health 
care, including for those who 
might be prone to violence, is im¬ 
portant, but “to blame this all just 
on mental illness is not sufficient,” 
he said in an interview Friday. 

The American Psychiatric As¬ 
sociation, the American Academy 
of Pediatrics and four other medi¬ 
cal associations issued a joint 
statement Friday urging com¬ 
prehensive action by Trump and 
Congress, including labeling gun 
violence a national public health 
epidemic. 

The groups’ recommendations 
include limits on high-powered, 
rapid-fire weapons designed to 
kill and funding gun violence re¬ 
search at the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

“The families of the victims in 
Parkland and all those whose lives 
have been impacted by daily acts 
of gun violence deserve more than 
our thoughts and prayers. They 
need action from the highest lev¬ 
els of our government to stop this 
epidemic of gun violence now,” 
the groups said in a statement. 

The American Academy of 
Family Physicians, the American 
College of Physicians, the Ameri¬ 
can College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists and the American 
Osteopathic Association contrib¬ 
uted to the statement. 


Protesters join a grass-roots rally against gun violence in downtown 
Los Angeles on Monday in the wake of last week’s school shooting 
in Parkland, Fla. 



Professionals criticize 
Trump focus on mental 
health after shooting 
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Acupuncture seen 
as alternative to 
opioids amid crisis 



Dake Kang/AP 


David Ramsey, a Medicaid patient who suffers from chronic pain after falling off a cliff in 2011, receives 
acupuncture treatment in Warrensville Heights, Ohio. 


By Jennifer McDermott, 
Dake Kang and Mike Stobbe 

Associated. Press 

PROVIDENCE, RJ. — Marine 
veteran Jeff Harris was among 
the first to sign up when the Provi¬ 
dence VA Medical Center started 
offering acupuncture for chronic 
pain. 

“I don’t like taking pain medica¬ 
tion. I don’t like the way it makes 
me feel,” he said. 

Harris also didn’t want to risk 
getting addicted to heavy-duty 
prescription painkillers. 

Although long derided as pseu¬ 
doscience and still questioned by 
many medical experts, acupunc¬ 
ture is increasingly being em¬ 
braced by patients and doctors, 
sometimes as an alternative to the 
powerful painkillers behind the 
nation’s opioid crisis. 

The military and Department 
of Veterans Affairs medical sys¬ 
tem has been offering acupunc¬ 
ture for pain for several years, 
some insurance companies cover 
it and now a small but growing 
number of Medicaid programs in 
states hit hard by opioid overdoses 
have started providing it for low- 
income patients. 

Ohio’s Medicaid program re¬ 
cently expanded its coverage after 
an opioid task force urged state of¬ 
ficials to explore alternative pain 
therapies. 


“We have a really serious prob¬ 
lem here,” said Dr. Mary Apple- 
gate, medical director for Ohio’s 
Medicaid department. “If it’s 
proven to be effective, we don’t 
want to have barriers in the way of 
what could work.” 

The epidemic was triggered by 
an explosion in prescriptions of 
powerful painkiller pills, though 
many of the recent overdose opi¬ 
oid deaths are attributed to heroin 
and illicit fentanyl. Many opioid 
addictions begin with patients in 
pain seeking help, and acupunc¬ 
ture is increasingly seen as a way 
to help keep some patients from 
ever having to go on opioids in the 
first place. 

Federal research evaluators say 
there’s some good evidence acu¬ 
puncture can help some patients 
manage some forms of pain. But 
they also have described the bene¬ 
fits of acupuncture as modest and 
say more research is needed. 

Among doctors, there remains 
lively debate over how much of any 
benefit can be attributed simply to 
patients’ belief that the treatment 
is working — the so-called “pla¬ 
cebo effect.” 

“There may be a certain 
amount of placebo effect. Having 
said that, it is still quite effective 
as compared to no treatment,” 
said Dr. Ankit Maheshwari, a 
pain medicine specialist at Case 


Western Reserve University who 
sees it as valuable for neck pain, 
migraines and a few other types of 
pain problems. 

Many doctors are ambivalent 
about acupuncture but still will¬ 
ing to let patients give it a try, said 
Dr. Steven Novella, a neurologist 
at Yale University and editor of 
an alternative medicine-bashing 
website. He considers acupunc¬ 
ture a form of patient-fooling 
theater. 

Acupuncturists and their pro¬ 
ponents are “exploiting the opioid 
crisis to try to promote acupunc¬ 
ture as an alternative treatment,” 
he said. “But promoting a treat¬ 
ment that doesn’t work is not going 
to help the crisis.” 

Acupuncture has been prac¬ 
ticed in China for thousands of 
years and customarily involves 


inserting thin metal needles into 
specific points in the ears or other 
parts the body. Practitioners say 
needles applied at just the right 
spots can restore the flow of a mys¬ 
tical energy — called “qi,” which 
is pronounced chee — through the 
body, and that can spur natural 
healing and pain relief. 

In government surveys, 1 in 67 
U.S. adults say they get acupunc¬ 
ture every year, up from 1 in 91 a 
decade earlier. That growth has 
taken place even though most pa¬ 
tients pay for it themselves. 

The largest federal government 
insurance program, Medicare, 
does not pay for acupuncture. Tri¬ 
care, the insurance program for 
active-duty and retired military 
personnel and their families, does 
not pay for it either. 

But VA facilities offer it, charg¬ 


ing no more than a copay. 

Harris, 50, signed up for acu¬ 
puncture two years ago. The 
Marine Corps veteran said he 
injured his back while rappelling 
and had other hard falls dur¬ 
ing his military training in the 
1980s. Today, he has shooting 
pain down his legs and deadness 
of feeling in his feet. 

Acupuncture “helped settled 
my nerve pain down,” said Harris, 
of Foxboro, Mass. 

Another vet, Harry Garcia, 46, 
of Danielson, Conn., tried acu¬ 
puncture for his chronic back 
pain after years of heavy pain 
medications. 

Acupuncture is “just like an 
eraser. It just takes everything 
away” for a brief period and keeps 
pain down for up to 10 days, Gar¬ 
cia said. 


Complaint filed against Idaho senator who yelled at students 


By Kimberlee Kruesi 

Associated Press 

BOISE, Idaho — A Republican state 
senator who shouted at University of Idaho 
students in the Capitol to lobby for a birth 
control bill on Monday now faces an ethics 
complaint after a tweet from an account 
presenting as the lawmaker’s directed 
students to discuss “killing babies” with a 
Democratic colleague. 

State Sen. Maryanne Jordan filed the 
complaint against Republican state Sen. 
Dan Foreman. 

“It’s one thing to disagree with policy; 


it’s another thing to position something 
like that against another lawmaker,” Jor¬ 
dan said in response to the tweet Monday. 
“This type of behavior is beneath the Idaho 
Senate.” 

Ethics complaints against lawmakers 
are typically anonymous, so while Jordan 
confirmed she is filing a complaint, she did 
not disclose many details about what would 
be included in the complaint. 

After the complaint was filed, the rough¬ 
ly year-old unverified Twitter account was 
temporarily deleted. It was reactivated 
briefly to state it was not affiliated with 
Foreman. A message seeking comment 


with the account manager was not imme¬ 
diately returned. 

A dozen students who had traveled near¬ 
ly 300 miles from the Moscow campus 
were in Boise for a scheduled meeting with 
Foreman to lobby for a bill that would allow 
women to receive up to a 12-month supply 
of prescribed birth control and promote 
better sex education on college campuses. 

Foreman abruptly canceled the meeting 
Monday morning. 

The group left a note and condoms in his 
office before moving on to other scheduled 
meetings with lawmakers from northern 
Idaho regions. 


Later that day, the Republican from 
Moscow passed the students in a hallway, 
and several people recorded him shouting, 
“Abortion is murder!” 

“I’m a Roman Catholic and a conserva¬ 
tive Republican. I think what you guys are 
doing stinks,” Foreman says on the video. 

The students were not at the Capitol to 
talk about abortion, said Planned Parent¬ 
hood of Greater Washington and North 
Idaho public affairs Director Paul Dillon. 
They were present to encourage lawmak¬ 
ers to vote in favor of the birth control and 
sex education bill. 


On Twitter, president endorses Romney’s bid for Utah Senate seat 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump is endorsing Mitt 
Romney in Utah’s Senate race, 
another sign that the two Repub¬ 
licans are burying the hatchet 
after a fraught relationship. 

The GOP’s presidential nomi¬ 
nee in 2012, Romney announced 
last week he would seek the nom¬ 
ination to replace retiring Sen. 
Orrin Hatch. In a tweet Monday 
night, Trump wrote, “He will 


make a great Senator and worthy 
successor to #OrrinHatch, and 
has my full support and endorse¬ 
ment!” Romney quickly accepted 
the endorsement via Twitter. 

Trump has not always been so 
positive about Romney the po¬ 
litical candidate. In 2016 Trump 
said the former Massachusetts 
governor had “choked like a dog” 
during his failed 2012 bid against 
President Barack Obama. 

For his part, Romney gave a 
scathing critique of then-can¬ 


didate Trump during the GOP 
primary that year, calling him a 
“phony” who was unfit for office. 
More recently, Romney criticized 
Trump’s response to last year’s 
deadly white supremacist rally 
in Charlottesville, Va., and last 
month called Trump’s use of an 
obscenity to describe African 
countries as inconsistent with 
American history and values. 

Members of both political par¬ 
ties have suggested that Romney, 


if elected to the Senate, would 
continue to call out Trump if he 
believed the president warranted 
criticism. However, Romney did 
not mention Trump or his scan¬ 
dal-plagued administration in his 
campaign announcement on Fri¬ 
day, focusing instead on how his 
adopted state of Utah could be a 
model for better government in 
Washington. 

Asked Friday if he would seek 
or accept Trump’s endorsement, 


Romney demurred but said they 
had talked on the phone two or 
three times in recent months 
and had a cordial and respectful 
relationship. 

Within minutes of Trump’s 
tweet Monday night, Romney 
sent one of his own: “Thank you 
Mr. President for the support. I 
hope that over the course of the 
campaign I also earn the support 
and endorsement of the people of 
Utah.” 
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Few pot 
growers in 
Calif, have 
licenses 


Officers eradicate marijuana in a field next to farmland in Sanger, Calif., in 2011. A new report cites a 
lack of licensed growers since the state legalized use of the drug nearly two months ago. 



By John Rogers 

Associated. Press 

LOS ANGELES — Nearly two 
months after recreational marijua¬ 
na became legal in California, less 
than 1 percent of the state’s known 
growers have been licensed, ac¬ 
cording to a report released Mon¬ 
day by a pot industry group. 

The 38-page report from the 
California Growers Association 
says 0.78 percent, or 534, of an 
estimated 68,150 marijuana grow¬ 
ers were licensed by the state as of 
Feb. 7. The association cited such 
obstacles to licensing as cost and 
regulatory barriers. 

A study published last year by 
the University of California Agri¬ 
cultural Issues Center estimated 
the newly created state market for 
recreational marijuana should pro¬ 
duce $5 billion in taxable revenue 
this year. 

At the same time, it estimated 
the market for medicinal marijua¬ 
na, which has been legal in Califor¬ 
nia since 1996, would decline from 
an estimated $2 billion last year to 
$1.4 billion in 2018, while about 30 
percent of pot sales would continue 
through the black market. 

If more of the smaller, indepen¬ 
dent growers are not licensed by 
the state, taxable revenue of rec¬ 
reational marijuana is likely to be 
lower than anticipated as the black 
market continues to flourish, ac¬ 
cording to the new report. 

“The current system will not 
achieve its goals without funda¬ 
mental and structural changes that 
allow small and independent busi¬ 
nesses to enter into compliance,” 
the growers association report 
concluded. 

An after-hours message left 
with the state Department of Food 
and Agriculture, which regulates 
the growers, was not immediately 
returned. 

The growers association, which 
identifies itself as the state’s larg¬ 


est association of marijuana busi¬ 
nesses, said it hopes to work with 
officials in getting more growers 
licensed. 

“We must develop a regulatory 
framework that will effectively 


curb the environmental and public 
safety impacts of cannabis by pro¬ 
viding pathways to compliance for 
businesses currently operating in 
the unregulated market,” said He- 
zekiah Allen, the group’s executive 


director. 

“If they are unable to comply, 
the unregulated market is likely to 
persist and there will be an unnec¬ 
essary strain on law enforcement 
resources,” he said. 


Calif, may 
restore 
limits on 
water use 

Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — That 
sign in hotel rooms asking guests 
if they really need their towels 
and sheets washed each day would 
become the rule in California, en¬ 
forced with a $500 fine, if water 
officials vote to make a series of 
smaller-scale conservation mea¬ 
sures permanent in the drought- 
prone state. 

Members of the state Water Re¬ 
sources Control Board planned 
to decide Tuesday whether to 
bring back what had been tempo¬ 
rary water bans from California’s 
2013-17 drought and make them 
permanent. 

U.S. drought monitors last week 
declared that nearly half the state, 
all of it in Southern California, is 
now back in drought, just months 
after the state emerged from that 
category of drought. 

Most of the restrictions would 
take effect in April. They include 
prohibitions on watering lawns so 
much that the water flows into the 
street, using a hose to wash down 
sidewalks, or using a hose with¬ 
out an automatic shut-off nozzle to 
wash cars. 

Hotels would have to ask guests 
about those towels and sheets. 
Running an ornamental fountain 
without a recirculating system 
would be barred, as would water¬ 
ing outside within 48 hours of a 
good rain. Another measure would 
give cities and counties until 2025 
to stop watering ordinary street 
medians. 

Many of the measures, like the 
one on hotel towels, are already 
widely followed, and common 
sense, said Max Gomberg, a state 
water-conservation official. 

Water officials expect neigh¬ 
bors to be responsible for detect¬ 
ing most of the wasteful water 
use, and they have no plans to add 
more enforcement officers if the 
permanent restrictions are adopt¬ 
ed. Generally, first-time offenders 
would get warnings while repeat 
offenders risk fines. 

California already has a web¬ 
site, www.savewater.ca.gov, that 
allows citizens to report wasteful 
water use. 

Gov. Jerry Brown lifted Cali¬ 
fornia’s drought emergency sta¬ 
tus a year ago after a wet winter 
that snapped the historic 2013-17 
drought. Strict 25 percent conser¬ 
vation orders for cities and towns 
and other watering restrictions 
phased out with the end of the 
emergency status. 

Some climate scientists say the 
drought never fully ended in parts 
of Southern California. The Los 
Angeles area has received just a 
fourth of normal rainfall so far this 
rainy season. The U.S. Drought 
Monitor said last week that 46 per¬ 
cent of the state is back in drought, 
all of it in California’s south. 


GOP legislator in RI accused of extorting sex from page 


By Michelle R. Smith 

Associated Press 

PROVIDENCE, R.I. — A grand jury indict¬ 
ment unsealed Monday accuses a Republican 
state senator of extorting sex from a page in 
the Senate’s page program. 

The indictment was unsealed as Senate Mi¬ 
nority Whip Nicholas Kettle was arraigned on 
two counts of extortion in Providence Supe¬ 
rior Court. Kettle, of Coventry, is accused of 
extorting a male page for sex multiple times. 
He pleaded not guilty and was released on 
$50,000 personal recognizance. 

The news prompted Democratic Senate 
President Dominick Ruggerio to again call 
for Kettle to resign immediately. He said 
he was “horrified and disgusted by these 
allegations.” 

“We in the Senate are deeply shaken,” he 
said. 

If Kettle refuses to step down, the Senate 
will pursue his expulsion, Ruggerio said. He 
said he also asked the Senate’s chief legal 


counsel to conduct an immediate review of 
the page program. 

“We have spoken to most of the pages to en¬ 
sure that they are aware of their rights in the 
workplace as well as procedures for reporting 
anything inappropriate,” Ruggerio said. 

Kettle, 27, was indicted last week, but the 
details of the extortion counts remained 
sealed over the weekend. State police sepa¬ 
rately charged Kettle with video voyeurism, 
accusing him of sending pictures of his ex¬ 
girlfriend’s “private parts.” 

The indictment says Kettle extorted the 
page into sex on two occasions in 2011. The 
indictment names the page, but The Associ¬ 
ated Press does not identify people who may 
be victims of sex crimes unless they come 
forward and agree to have their names pub¬ 
lished. The page’s Linkedln profile says he 
served as a page from February 2011 to May 
2012. 

Kettle, who’s among five Republicans in the 
38-member Senate, did not speak to reporters 


outside court and did not comment on whether 
he would resign, but his lawyer described the 
page as a political rival of Kettle’s. State elec¬ 
tions records show the page ran against Kettle 
as an independent in 2014, three years after 
the extortion is alleged to have occurred. 

House Minority Leader Dennis Algiere also 
has called on Kettle to resign. 

Senate spokesman Greg Pare said the Sen¬ 
ate page program includes 67 pages, all hired 
at the recommendation of senators. The pages, 
who usually range in age from 15 through 
college age, help lawmakers with errands at 
the Rhode Island Statehouse. Pare said the 
page Kettle is alleged to have extorted for sex 
did not lodge any complaints while he was a 
page. 

One of the Senate’s 38 seats is open, and a 
special election is scheduled to fill it. 

The House runs its own page program. A 
spokesman for Democratic House Speaker 
Nicholas Mattiello said there have been no 
complaints about the House program. 
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Trump urges GOP to fight 
new Pa. congressional map 



Andy Cilek wears a tea party shirt at home in Eden Prairie, Minn., on 
Friday. A Minnesota law that bars voters from wearing political attire 
to the polls is to get a look from the Supreme Court. 

High court to mull case 
of political attire at polls 


By Marc Levy 
Associated. Press 

HARRISBURG, Pa. — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump on Tuesday 
morning encouraged Republicans 
to fight Pennsylvania’s new court- 
imposed map of congressional 
districts, issued a day earlier in a 
move expected to improve Demo¬ 
crats’ chances at chipping away at 
the GOP’s U.S. House majority. 

Trump tweeted that Republi¬ 
cans should challenge the new 
map of Pennsylvania’s 18 con¬ 
gressional districts all the way 
to the U.S. Supreme Court, if 
necessary. 

“Your Original was correct! 
Don’t let the Dems take elec¬ 
tions away from you so that they 
can raise taxes & waste money!” 
Trump tweeted. 

Republicans have already 
vowed to challenge the map in 
federal court. 

The Democratic-majority state 
Supreme Court met its own dead¬ 
line Monday to issue the new 
boundaries after it threw out a 6- 
year-old GOP-drawn map as un¬ 
constitutionally gerrymandered. 
The Republican-controlled Legis¬ 
lature and Democratic Gov. Tom 
Wolf did not produce a consensus 
replacement map in the three 
weeks allotted by the court. 


By Jonathan Drew 

Associated Press 

DURHAM, N.C. — Problems 
identifying protesters on video 
hindered North Carolina prosecu¬ 
tors Monday as they sought to hold 
demonstrators responsible for 
toppling a Confederate statue last 
summer. 

A judge dismissed the criminal 
cases against the first two defen¬ 
dants to appear in a series of indi¬ 
vidual trials, and he found a third 
not guilty. Trials for five others 
are to be held at a later date. 

Prosecutors showed videos of 
protesters bringing out a ladder, 
attaching a rope and yanking 
down the statue in front of a Dur¬ 
ham County government building 
in August 2017. 

Defense attorneys successfully 
argued through a series of objec¬ 
tions that investigators had failed 
to meet stringent standards to 
prove the first two defendants 
were the people seen on the video. 

In dropping charges against 
defendant Peter Gull Gilbert, 
Durham County District Court 
Judge Fred Battaglia noted “the 
court must dismiss this case now 
... because the identification has 
not been made.” He cited a simi¬ 
lar reason for dropping the case 
against the first defendant of the 
day, Dante Strobino. 

While Battaglia declined to dis¬ 
miss the third case over similar 


The new map is to be in effect for 
the May 15 primary and substan¬ 
tially overhauls a congressional 
map widely viewed as among the 
nation’s most gerrymandered. 

New boundaries will likely 
usher in changes to Pennsylva¬ 
nia’s predominantly Republican 
delegation, which has provided a 
crucial pillar of support for GOP 
control of the U.S. House. 

Most significantly, the new map 
gives Democrats a better shot at 
winning a couple more seats, par¬ 
ticularly in Philadelphia’s heavily 
populated and moderate suburbs. 
There, Republicans have held 
seats in bizarrely contorted dis¬ 
tricts, including one described as 
“Goofy Kicking Donald Duck.” 

The map removes the heart of 
one district from Philadelphia, 
where a crowd of candidates had 
assembled to replace the retiring 
Democratic Rep. Bob Brady, and 
moves it to suburban Montgom¬ 
ery County. 

The new map does not apply 
to the March 13 special congres¬ 
sional election in southwestern 
Pennsylvania’s 18th District to 
fill the remaining 10 months in 
the term of former Republican 
Rep. Tim Murphy, who resigned 
amid a scandal. But it renders 
the special election virtually 
meaningless: the court’s map 


defense arguments, he nonethe¬ 
less found Raul Jimenez not guilty 
on all charges. 

The three had faced misde¬ 
meanor counts including defacing 
a public building or monument 
and conspiracy. The rest of the de¬ 
fendants face similar charges. 

The toppling of the statue helped 
thrust North Carolina into a na¬ 
tional debate on Confederate mon¬ 
uments in the aftermath of white 
supremacist protests in Charlot¬ 
tesville, Va., which left one coun- 


puts each candidate’s homes in 
a district with a Pittsburgh-area 
incumbent. 

The court ruled last month that 
Republicans who redrew district 
boundaries in 2011 unconstitu¬ 
tionally put partisan interests 
above neutral line-drawing crite¬ 
ria. It was the first time any state 
court threw out congressional 
boundaries in a partisan gerry¬ 
mandering case, this one brought 
by registered Democratic voters 
and the League of Women Voters 
last June. 

The new map repackages dis¬ 
tricts that had been stretched 
nearly halfway across Pennsyl¬ 
vania and reunifies Democratic- 
heavy cities that had been split 
by Republican map drawers six 
years ago. 

Democrats cheered the new 
map, while Republicans blasted 
it. 

Independent analysts said the 
map should improve Democratic 
prospects while still favoring Re¬ 
publicans as a whole. An analysis 
conducted through PlanScore.org 
concluded the court’s redrawn 
map eliminates “much of the par¬ 
tisan skew” favoring Republicans 
on the old Republican-drawn 
map, although not all of it. 


terdemonstrator dead last August. 
The Virginia demonstrations were 
triggered by a dispute over anoth¬ 
er Confederate monument. 

While statues elsewhere have 
been vandalized, the Durham 
case drew widespread attention 
because protesters succeeded in 
bringing it down. 

North Carolina is among a hand¬ 
ful of Southern states with the 
most Confederate monuments. It 
also has a law preventing local of¬ 
ficials from removing the statues. 


By Jessica Gresko 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A “Make 
America Great Again” hat. A 
tea party T-shirt. A MoveOn.org 
button. 

Wear any one of those items 
to vote in Minnesota, and a poll 
worker will probably ask you to 
remove it or cover it up. 

Like a number of states, Minne¬ 
sota bars voters from wearing po¬ 
litical items to the polls to reduce 
the potential for confrontations or 
voter intimidation. But that could 
change. The Supreme Court on 
Feb. 28 will consider a challenge 
to the state’s law in a case that 
could affect other states too. 

Wen Fa, a lawyer with the Pa¬ 
cific Legal Foundation, the group 
behind the challenge to Minneso¬ 
ta’s law, said voters wearing politi¬ 
cal apparel shouldn’t have to hang 
up their hats, turn their T-shirts 
inside out or put their buttons in 
their bags just to cast a ballot. 

Wearing political clothing is “a 
passive way to express core po¬ 
litical values,” said Fa, who said 
the case is “about the free speech 
rights of all Americans.” 

Minnesota sees it differently. In 
court papers, it says the law is a 
“reasonable restriction” that pre¬ 
serves “order and decorum in the 
polling place” and prevents “voter 
confusion and intimidation.” 

“I think what’s important to 
understand is the purpose of this 
prohibition is to protect the funda¬ 
mental right to vote,” said Daniel 
Rogan, who is arguing the case 
for the state and said he doesn’t 
know of anyone being issued a 
fine of up to $300 allowed under 
the law. Lower courts have sided 
with the state. 

Some states allow voters to 
wear whatever they want. Others 
bar campaign clothing directly 
related to candidates or issues on 
the ballot. Minnesota has a broad 
law that also bans “political” at¬ 
tire, including clothing promoting 
a group with understood political 
views, such as the tea party or 
MoveOn.org. 


Elections officials in states with 
restrictions say it’s not a big issue. 
Most people who wear prohibited 
items to the polls just aren’t aware 
of the law or forget, officials say, 
and comply with requests to cover 
up. 

Will Senning, Vermont’s elec¬ 
tions director since 2013, said 
he can’t remember any Election 
Day calls about people refusing 
to comply with his state’s law. 
Elaine Manlove, who has headed 
elections in Delaware since 2007, 
couldn’t think of a single prosecu¬ 
tion under her state’s statute nor 
could Mark Goins, who has over¬ 
seen Tennessee elections since 
2009. 

The Supreme Court last con¬ 
sidered the issue of free speech 
at polling places in 1992 when the 
court upheld a Tennessee law pro¬ 
hibiting the display or distribution 
of campaign materials within 100 
feet of a polling place. 

The case now before the jus¬ 
tices began in 2010 when several 
groups sued after Minnesota of¬ 
ficials made clear they wouldn’t 
permit residents to vote while 
wearing tea party apparel or but¬ 
tons that said, “Please I.D. Me.” 
The buttons referred to legisla¬ 
tion then under discussion in the 
state and ultimately defeated that 
would have required residents to 
show photo identification to vote. 

Two voters who defied elec¬ 
tions officials — one who wore a 
“Please I.D. Me” button and an¬ 
other who wore both a button and 
tea party T-shirt — were asked 
to cover up or remove the items. 
Both were ultimately allowed to 
vote wearing the apparel, though 
their names were taken down for 
potential prosecution. Andy Cilek, 
one of the voters confronted by 
poll workers, called the policy 
“absurd.” 

Now, at the Supreme Court, 
Cilek’s side has both the support 
of the libertarian Cato Institute 
and the liberal American Civil 
Liberties Union, and his lawyer 
believes the case is not one that 
will divide the court along ideo¬ 
logical lines. 


Statue-toppling cases start with dismissals 



Casey Toth, The (Durham, N.C.) Herald-Sun/AP 

From left, Ngoc Loan Tran, Peter Gull Gilbert and Dante Strobino 
leave a Durham County courtroom in August after being arrested for 
toppling a Confederate statue. A judge dismissed the criminal cases 
against Gilbert and Strobino on Monday. 
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Exploring ‘Americans’ 


Controversial new 
exhibit examines 
imagery of American 
Indians in US culture 


By Felicia Fonseca 

Associated Press 

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. 

B old. Visionary. A spec¬ 
tacular success. 

The words in an on¬ 
line promotion for a new 
museum exhibit in Washington 
describe an 1830 U.S. law that 
forced thousands of American 
Indians from their lands in the 
South to areas west of the Missis¬ 
sippi River. 

Provocative, yes, says the co¬ 
curator of the exhibit “Ameri¬ 
cans” that opened last month 
at the National Museum of the 
American Indian. Bold and vi¬ 
sionary in imagining a country 
free of American Indians. A 
spectacular success in greatly ex¬ 
panding wealth from cotton fields 
where millions of blacks worked 
as slaves. 

“When you’re in the show, you 
understand ‘bold and visionary’ 
become tongue in cheek,” co-cu- 
rator Cecile Ganteaume said. 

The exhibit that runs through 
2022 has opened to good reviews 
and pushes the national debate 
over American Indian imag¬ 
ery — including men in head¬ 
dresses with bows, arrows and 
tomahawks — and sports teams 
named the Chiefs, Braves and 
Blackhawks. The NFL’s Wash¬ 
ington Redskins logo on one wall 
prompts visitors to think about 
why it’s described both as a uni¬ 
fying force in the District of Co¬ 
lumbia and as offensive. 

The exhibit falls short, some 
say, with an accompanying web¬ 
site and its characterization of the 
Indian Removal Act. 

The online text is a perplexing 
way to characterize an effort that 
spanned multiple presidencies 
and, at one point, consumed one- 
fifth of the federal budget, said 
Ben Barnes, second chief of the 
Shawnee Tribe. 

The law led to the deaths of 
thousands of people who were 
marched from their homes with¬ 
out full compensation for the 
value of the land they left behind. 
And it affected far more tribes 
than the five highlighted online, 
he said. 

“It made it seem like it was a 
trivial matter that turned out best 
for everyone,” he said. “I cannot 
imagine an exhibit at the newly 
established African-American 
museum that talked about how 
economically wonderful slavery 
was for the South.” 

Ganteaume said the website 
isn’t encyclopedic and that neither 
it nor the exhibit is meant to dis¬ 
miss the experiences of American 
Indians. Instead, it challenges the 
depths at which people recognize 
indigenous people are ingrained 



Photos by Jacquelyn Martin/AP 


Above: Objects using imagery of Native Americans are on display at the “Americans” exhibit at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of the 
American Indian in Washington. Below: A woman looks at an exhibit that explores the historical context of the Trail of Tears. 


in America’s identity and learn 
how it happened, she said. 

An opening gallery has hun¬ 
dreds of images of American In¬ 
dians — often a stoic chief in a 
Plains-style headdress or a maid¬ 
en — on alcohol bottles, a sugar 
bag, motor oil, a missile mounted 
on the wall and a 1948 Indian 
Chief motorcycle. 

Dozens of clips expand on 
how the imagery has permeated 
American 
culture in 
television 
and film. 

But when 
historic or 
cartoonish 
images are 
the only 
perception 
people have 
of what it 
means to 
be Native, 
they can’t 
imagine 
American 
Indians in 
the modern 
world, said 
Julie Reed, a history professor at 
the University of Tennessee. 

“Even when I’m standing in 
front of students, identified as a 
Cherokee professor, making the 
point from day one that I’m still 
here and other Cherokee people 
are still here, I still get midterm 
exams that talk about the com¬ 
plete annihilation of Indian peo¬ 
ples,” she said. 

Ganteaume said that while Na¬ 
tive people have deep histories in 
other countries, the United States 
is more often fixated on using im¬ 
ages of them. 

Side galleries expand on what’s 
familiar to most Americans: the 
Trail of Tears, Pocahontas and 
the Battle of Little Bighorn. An 


'when 
you’re in the 
show, you 
understand 
“bold and 
visionary” 
become 
tongue in 
cheek . f 

Cecile 

Ganteaume 

co-curator 



orientation film on the invention 
of Thanksgiving starts with a 
once widely used television screen 
test featuring an Indian head and 
then questions the hoopla of the 
national holiday when America 
already had Independence Day. 

Reed fears people will get the 
wrong impression about the Indi¬ 
an Removal Act from the website. 
An essay puts a positive spin on 
what Reed calls ethnic cleansing. 

Yet, she plans to visit. 

“I think there is legitimacy 
to say, come look at this exhibit. 
That’s a fair response to criti¬ 
cism,” Reed said. “I want to go 
and give the exhibit a fair shake 
because it may be brilliant and 
could do everything the website 
does not.” 



One gallery expands on the Battle of Little Bighorn. 
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Lawsuit exposes a 
dark side of social 
clubs at Disneyland 



Patrick T. Fallon, Los Angeles Times/TNS 


Jose Avalos carries his son Nathan, 7, on his shoulders as members of the “Dark Side Elite” social club 
walk to Cars Land at Disney California Adventure Park in Anaheim, Calif., on Jan. 21. 


By Hugo Martin 

Los Angeles Times 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — They 
stroll through Disneyland in 
packs of 20 or more, motley crews 
that resemble a cross between the 
Hells Angels motorcycle gang and 
a grown-up Mickey Mouse Club 
with their Disney-themed tattoos 
and their matching denim vests 
strewn with trading pins and 
logos. 

Disneyland social clubs, by most 
accounts, are 
harmless alli¬ 
ances of friends 
and family who 
meet up at the 
park to share a 
nerdy obsession 
for all things 
Disney. With 
club names such 
as Tigger Army 
and Neverland 
Mermaids, how 
threatening can 
they be? 

“It’s all about 
the shared love 
for Disney,” said 
Mark Drop Jr., 

39, who founded 
a club called 
Flynn’s Riders, named for a char¬ 
acter in the Walt Disney animated 
film “Tangled.” 

But a civil lawsuit filed in Or¬ 
ange County Superior Court has 
revealed a dark undercurrent 
to the pastime. The head of one 
club has accused another of using 
gangsterlike tactics to try to col¬ 
lect “protection” money for a 
charity fundraiser at the park. 

The lawsuit reads like mob 
movie set in a theme park. The plot 
revolves around the Main Street 
Fire Station 55 Social Club, whose 
leaders claim they have been bul¬ 
lied and terrorized by the head of 


the White Rabbits Social Club. 

The lawsuit names 19 members 
of the White Rabbits, accusing 
them of defamation, invasion of 
privacy, conspiracy and intention¬ 
al infliction of emotional distress. 
It asks the court to reward the vic¬ 
tims compensatory and punitive 
damages, to be determined during 
the trial. 

The suit also names Disney¬ 
land, saying the park has failed to 
take action against the offending 
club. A park spokeswoman said 
Disney has not 
been served with 
the lawsuit and 
declined to com¬ 
ment further. 

Some longtime 
Disneyland fans 
who are not in¬ 
volved with the 
clubs say the idea 
of adults forming 
clubs to show 
their love for 
the park is a bit 
strange but not 
dangerous. 

“I’m not sure 
what Walt would 
think of big 
groups in match¬ 
ing biker vests 
walking down Main Street, but it’s 
not the most outrageous thing I’ve 
seen,” said Matthew Gottula, 28, a 
marketing worker from Altadena 
who visits the park frequently. 

Social clubs began forming at 
the Anaheim parks in earnest in 
2013, according to longtime club 
members, who say they can’t re¬ 
member who or what triggered 
the trend. 

The park hosts about 100 clubs, 
ranging from five or six members 
to more than 100. Most members 
are adults who own annual passes 
and meet at the park at least once 


a month. 

The clubs’ common traits are 
their denim vests, adorned on the 
back with the Disney character 
that the club is named for and Dis¬ 
ney trading pins on the front. 

The vests are made to resemble 
those worn by motorcycle gangs. 
The Hells Angels and Mongols 
add the initials “MC” on their 
vests, for motorcycle club. The 
Disneyland clubs add “SC” on the 
vests, for social club. 

“We just go to the park and so¬ 
cialize and ride the rides but we 
wear vests,” said Bill Oliver, 49, 
who started the Nightmare Crew 
social club three years ago. The 
club members are fans of Tim 
Burton’s movie “The Nightmare 
Before Christmas.” 

Each club has its own rules for 
accepting new members. Some 
take a vote while others have a 
probation period, during which 
the prospective member can wear 
a vest but cannot wear the club’s 
patch. 

A favorite club activity is called 
a “ride takeover,” in which mem¬ 
bers try to fill every vehicle of an 
attraction, said Roxy Tart, who 
founded the Bangerang Babes 
in 2014, a club of Tinkerbell fans 
whose members adorn themselves 
with ghtter and sequins during 
park visits. 


Club members acknowledge 
that they may look intimidating to 
other park guests. 

Drop, who wears a goatee and 
dark sunglasses, concedes that he 
might resemble a “gangster cholo 
guy.” But members say they try to 
be friendly in the park and explain 
to other guests that they have noth¬ 
ing to fear. 

Members say the clubs don’t 
feud with each other. When one 
club crosses paths with another in 
the park, they usually stop to chat 
or exchange trading pins. 

“Mostly when we see another 
club, we just wave,” said Michelle 
Mallek, 27, a teacher from Los 
Angeles and member of the White 
Rabbits Social Club, named for the 
rabbit most recently seen in the 
2010 Tim Burton movie “Alice in 
Wonderland.” 

The clubs often unite socially 
outside the parks. Some members 
organize charity fundraisers. 

That is where the problems 
arose between the Main Street 
Fire Station 55 Social Club, named 
for the fire station at Disneyland, 
and the White Rabbits, one of the 
largest clubs in the park. 

John and Leslee Sarno, the 
founders of the Main Street Fire 
Station 55 club, claim in the law¬ 
suit that they planned a memorial 
walk and fundraiser for Sept. 11, 


2016, at Disneyland to benefit the 
families of the firefighters killed 
during the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 

A week before the event, the 
lawsuit claims that John Sarno 
was approached by Jakob Fite, the 
head of the White Rabbits Social 
Club. Fite was backed by four of 
his fellow club members and the 
men demanded $500 to “protect” 
the event participants, the suit 
claimed. If Sarno did not pay, Fite 
and his White Rabbits would make 
sure Sarno would never get into 
the park again, the lawsuit said. 

Sarno refused to pay and 
claimed in the lawsuit that Fite 
and his allies have since spread 
malicious rumors about him on 
social media sites visited by Dis¬ 
neyland social clubs and on a pod¬ 
cast hosted by Fite. 

Fite, 42, a sound engineer from 
Apple Valley, rejected the allega¬ 
tions in the lawsuit, saying Sarno 
filed the suit to fire back at Fite for 
raising questions about Sarno’s 
character among other Disney¬ 
land social clubs. 

Fite cohosts a podcast that dis¬ 
cusses Disney’s subculture and 
said he used that forum to raise 
questions about Sarno’s character 
and suggest that Sarno has been 
misleading club members about 
his background to raise money for 
charitable causes. 


I’m not sure what 
Walt (Disney) would 
think of big groups 
in matching biker 
vests walking down 
Main Street, but 
it’s not the most 
outrageous thing 
I’ve seen, f 

Matthew Gottula 

frequent Disneyland visitor 


FBI arrests Del. man in theft of terra-cotta warrior’s thumb 


By Meagan Flynn 
The Washington Post 

For more than 2,000 years, the terra¬ 
cotta calvaryman statue guarded the tomb 
of China’s first emperor, surviving centu¬ 
ries underneath the ground. 

Then, in December, a man in an ugly 
sweater took his thumb. 

And a selfie. 

The FBI arrested a suspect, Michael Ro- 
hana, 24, last week, saying he stole the an¬ 
cient statue’s thumb after sneaking into the 
terra-cotta warrior exhibit at Philadelphia’s 
Franklin Institute during a “science after- 
hours event.” It was an ugly-sweater party, 
according to an arrest affidavit the FBI sub¬ 
mitted in federal court. 

News of Rohana’s alleged assault on the 
210 B.C.-erastatuehas angered China, which 
reveres the thousands of terra-cotta war¬ 
rior statues as treasured cultural artifacts. 
On Monday, a man identified in the Beijing 


Youth Daily as the director of Shaanxi Pro¬ 
vincial Cultural Relic Exchange Center told 
the newspaper he hoped the United States 
would “severely punish” the perpetrator, 
who he said had “undermined and robbed 
the human cultural heritage.” 

Rohana, who fives in Delaware, has been 
charged with theft of an object of cultural 
heritage from a museum, concealment of 
that object and interstate transportation of 
stolen goods. His attorney wasn’t immedi¬ 
ately available for comment, though the FBI 
affidavit says Rohana confessed to being the 
man seen on video sleuthing through the 
exhibit with a cellphone flashlight Dec. 21. 

The terra-cotta cavalryman statue Roha¬ 
na targeted was valued at $4.5 million, the 
FBI said. It was a $5,000 thumb. 

The terra-cotta warrior statues at the 
Franklin Institute were on loan from 
China for a special exhibit that began in 
September. 

China’s first emperor, Qin Shi Huang had 


taken the army with him because he be¬ 
lieved he would continue to rule in the after¬ 
life, historians say. He was a big believer in 
immortality, building himself an enormous 
mausoleum akin to a small underground 
empire before his death in 210 B.C. 

The excavation site, in Xian, has drawn in 
hundreds of thousands of visitors per year, 
while the terra-cotta warriors have traveled 
to museums across the globe. 

No one was supposed to see them at the 
Franklin Institute on the night of the sci¬ 
ence after-hours event, however. 

According to the FBI affidavit, museum 
surveillance video captured a man in a 
Phillies ball cap and a green sweater disre¬ 
gard the black rope blocking the entrance 
to the exhibit at 9:08 p.m. He left briefly to 
go get his friends. Returning, Rohana used 
his cellphone as a flashlight as he stepped 
up onto a platform where a calvaryman 
stood, put his arm around the statue, then 
took a selfie with it. He put his left hand on 


the statue’s hand, “appeared to break some¬ 
thing off the Calvaryman’s left hand and 
put it in his front left pocket,” wrote Spe¬ 
cial Agent Jacob B. Archer, of the FBI’s Art 
Crime Team. 

On Dec. 22 Rohana allegedly sent a Snap- 
chat showing the “finger” he took from “a 
clay warrior.” 

Franklin Institute staff didn’t discover 
that the thumb was missing until Jan. 8, 
according to the affidavit. By the following 
week, the FBI had identified Rohana, went 
to his house and asked, in the presence of 
his father, “if he had anything he wanted to 
turn over to the FBI.” 

The Chinese official with the Shaanxi 
Provincial Cultural Relic Exchange Center 
told the Beijing Youth Daily that it planned 
to send two experts to the United States to 
assist in repairing the statue. 

Rohana was freed on a $15,000 personal 
recognizance bond on Feb. 13. 
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Pakistan riskiest country for newborns 


By Kathy Gannon 

Associated Press 

ISLAMABAD — The U.N. children’s agen¬ 
cy in a report released Tuesday singled out 
Pakistan as the riskiest country for newborns, 
saying that out of every 1,000 children born in 
Pakistan, 46 die at birth. 

“It’s abysmal,” said Dr. Ghazna Khalid, a 
leading obstetrician in Pakistan’s northwest¬ 
ern Khyber Pukhtunkhwa Province. “We 
don’t need front-line medical doctors. We have 
plenty of them. We need skilled midwives.” 

The report, with its dismal figures that 
show South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa as 
the worst places for a child to be born, is part 
of UNICEF’s new campaign to raise aware¬ 
ness to bring down neonatal mortality rates. 

Henrietta H. Fore, UNICEF’s executive 
director, said after the report’s release that 
though the world has “more than halved the 
number of deaths among children under the 
age of 5 in the last quarter century, we have 


not made similar progress in ending deaths 
among children less than one month old.” 

“Given that the majority of these deaths are 
preventable, clearly, we are failing the world’s 
poorest babies,” she said. 

UNICEF’s report said that after Pakistan, 
the Central African Republic is the next riski¬ 
est country for newborns and Afghanistan is 
the third. 

“Babies bom in Japan, Iceland and Singa¬ 
pore have the best chance at survival, while 
newborns in Pakistan, the Central African Re¬ 
public and Afghanistan face the worst odds,” 
it said, noting that “more than 80 percent of 
all newborn deaths are caused by three pre¬ 
ventable and treatable conditions.” 

The three are premature births, compli¬ 
cations such as lack of oxygen at birth and 
neonatal infections, including sepsis and 
pneumonia. 

UNICEF says as many as 3 million children 
could be saved each year with an investment 
in quality care at delivery. 


In Pakistan, Khalid said 80 percent of new¬ 
born deaths could be prevented with skilled 
birth attendants. 

“I feel that no matter what tools we send, or 
how much money you spend, unless you im¬ 
prove the quality and the skill of midwives,” 
babies in Pakistan will continue to die, she 
said. 

UNICEF also appealed on properly training 
midwives and allowing better “access to well- 
trained midwives, along with proven solutions 
such as clean water, disinfectants, breastfeed¬ 
ing within the first hour, skin-to-skin contact 
and good nutrition.” 

Khalid, who has conducted extensive re¬ 
search into mother and child health and has 
written international papers on the subject, 
said that lack of funding, corruption and mis¬ 
placed government priorities all contribute 
to insufficient investments in the training of 
midwives. 


Venezuelans skip work to make ends meet 



Ariana Cubillos/AP 


Bakery workers make desserts Feb. 6 at Danubio bakery in Caracas, 
Venezuela. When word spreads of a market selling discounted flour, 
many employees skip out of work to get in line. 


By Scott Smith 

Associated Press 

CARACAS, Venezuela — On 
many days, Ramon Medina has 
no choice but to skip work to make 
ends meet. 

Like around half of Venezu¬ 
elans, he earns the minimum 
wage — the equivalent of around 
$3 a month — so whenever his 
cellphone buzzes with a tip, he 
sneaks away from his job as a 
hospital orderly for the chance of 
taking home a government-sup¬ 
plied food bag on which he de¬ 
pends to feed his family. 

He’s not the only one hustling. 
On any given day, he estimates 
a third of his co-workers at Var¬ 
gas Hospital in Caracas are also 
stepping out for a lucrative side 
job or spending hours in line to 
buy flour and cooking oil at bar¬ 
gain-basement prices impossible 
to pass up. That leaves few back 
in the hospital caring for sick pa¬ 
tients, the 55-year-old said. 

Along with four-digit inflation, 
widespread shortages and a re¬ 
cession deeperthan the U.S. Great 
Depression, Venezuela’s economy 
is now being ravaged by a new 


scourge: mass absenteeism. 

In recent weeks, newspapers 
and social media have been filled 
with reports of work stoppages at 
the Caracas subway system or the 
state-run oil company as workers 
scraping by on meager paychecks 
can’t be bothered to show up for 
work. 

The crisis is spiraling out of 
control even as President Nicolas 
Maduro is seeking a second term 


in a snap election his supporters 
recently set for April 22, draw¬ 
ing condemnation from the U.S. 
and other countries who say he’s 
flouting Venezuela’s democratic 
tradition. Yet, Maduro has turned 
the economic crisis to his advan¬ 
tage, analysts say. 

Douglas Barrios, a Venezuelan 
economist at Harvard University, 
said that in 2012, before the coun¬ 
try sank into recession, the coun¬ 


try’s monthly minimum wage 
equaled $300, on par with those 
of other Latin American nations 
and enough to support a family 
with rent and food. 

That has since dramatically 
changed, he said, noting that 
today it takes a worker nearly two 
weeks to earn enough to buy two 
pounds of powdered milk. 

Normally, voters would turn 
their backs on a government under 
such circumstances. But Maduro 
is locking in support by making 
voters dependent on discounted 
government food bags and by an¬ 
nouncing wage increases before 
energized live audiences on na¬ 
tionally televised broadcasts. 

At Danubio bakery one day re¬ 
cently, many of the 300 employees 
said bus fare eats up their pay- 
checks despite earning 30 per¬ 
cent more than minimum wage. 

For many, the two meals a 
day they get at work make it 
worthwhile. 

“Coming to work is a kind of 
relief,” said Andrew Kerese, who 
runs the successful family busi¬ 
ness with five bakeries across 
Caracas. “Here people have 
breakfast and lunch.” 


Japanese man gets custody of 13 surrogate kids 


By Kaweewit Kaewjinda 

Associated Press 

BANGKOK — A Thai court on 
Tuesday granted legal custody of 
13 babies carried by surrogate 
mothers to a secretive Japanese 
millionaire who is their biological 
father, reviving a bizarre tale that 
captured tabloid headlines four 
years ago but leaving some basic 
questions unanswered. 

Mitsutoki Shigeta’s case raised 
eyebrows in 2014 when police 
raided a Bangkok condominium 
and found nine babies and nine 
nannies living in unfurnished 
rooms. It was determined that 
Shigeta had fathered the children 
using Thai surrogate mothers. 


The case, along with several oth¬ 
ers, helped usher in a Thai law 
prohibiting commercial surro¬ 
gacy for foreign clients. 

Bangkok’s Central Juvenile 
and Family Court gave Shigeta 
sole legal custody of the children, 
ruling that he is financially stable 
and had showed his plans to care 
for them. 

The court said DNA evidence 
confirmed that Shigeta is the fa¬ 
ther of the children. 

Reports in the Thai media in 
2014 said he had fathered 16 chil¬ 
dren in Thailand, but the court’s 
decision mentioned only 13. 

The court’s statement did little 
to lift the veil of mystery over 
Shigeta, who had minimal con¬ 


tact with the surrogates. After his 
case made headlines, a group of 
prominent lawyers sent letters 
warning Japan’s mainstream 
media not to report Shigeta’s 
name or the names of his fam¬ 
ily members, according to news 
organizations that received the 
letter. 

Several Japanese magazines 
and online publications nonethe¬ 
less identified him as a son of Jap¬ 
anese tycoon Yasumitsu Shigeta, 
founder and chief executive of¬ 
ficer of the Japanese communi¬ 
cations and technology company 
Hikari Tsushin. 

When public interest in the case 
became intense in 2014, Shigeta 
said through a lawyer that he 


simply wanted a big family. 

But Mariam Kukunashvili, 
founder of the New Light clinic 
that recruited one of the surro¬ 
gates, said he told her “he wanted 
to win elections and could use his 
big family for voting,” 

“He said he wanted 10 to 15 
babies a year, and that he wanted 
to continue the baby-making pro¬ 
cess until he’s dead,” Kukunash¬ 
vili told the AP in 2014. 

According to Tuesday’s court 
statement, Shigeta has taken care 
of other children, born from sur¬ 
rogacy, and raised them in Japan 
and Cambodia, where they were 
well looked after. 


Turkey mulls chemical 
castration for pedophiles 

ANKARA, Turkey — The 
Turkish justice minister said the 
government is considering intro¬ 
ducing chemical castration for 
child abusers following a series 
of reports of sexual assault on 
children. 

Abdulhamit Gul told reporters 
Tuesday that under the measure 
being considered, courts would 
decide whether people convicted 
of sexually assaulting minors 
would be administered drugs to 
“eliminate” their sexual drives. 

His comments came a day after 
the government decided to set up 
a committee to tackle child sex 
abuse cases. 

Earlier this month, a 20-year- 
old man was arrested for raping 
a 3-year-old girl during a wed¬ 
ding party, causing widespread 
outrage. 

President Recep Tayyip Er- 
dogan on Tuesday described the 
abuse cases as “dynamite that 
will take our society to collapse.” 

Police: Mob kills 2 in 
murder of girl in India 

GAUHATI, India — Around 
1,000 people dragged two sus¬ 
pects out of a police station and 
beat them to death in anger after 
the rape and killing of a 5-year- 
old girl in India’s remote north¬ 
east, police said Tuesday. 

Fifteen police officers were 
injured in Monday’s mob attack 
in Tezu, a town in Arunachal 
Pradesh state, said police officer 
Apur Bitin. 

Bitin said the mob first de¬ 
manded that the two accused be 
handed over to them. They later 
dragged the two out of the police 
jail cell and attacked them and 
the heavily outnumbered police. 

The girl was raped and killed 
in the nearby village of Namgo on 
Feb. 12. The region is 235 miles 
northeast of Itanagar, the capital 
of Arunachal Pradesh. 

Pema Khandu, the state’s top 
elected official, ordered a magis¬ 
trate to investigate the matter. 

Violent crime against women 
has been on the rise in India de¬ 
spite tough laws enacted by the 
government. 

Men tangled up with toy 
car; mannequin rescued 

BERLIN — Police in western 
Germany have freed two men 
who became entangled with a 
mannequin and a large, remote- 
controlled car. 

Officers were called after cries 
were heard from an apartment 
in the city of Mainz in the early 
hours of Saturday. 

Police found the 58-year-old 
tenant and a 61-year-old visitor 
“hopelessly locked together” with 
the toy car and the mannequin — 
which was dressed in a knight’s 
costume. 

Officers were able to free the 
men, who were too drunk to ex¬ 
plain how their unfortunate pre¬ 
dicament had come about. 

According to a police state¬ 
ment, “the whole thing would 
have remained a funny episode” 
but the younger man was “more 
than impolite” and now faces a 
charge of insulting officers. 

From The Associated Press 
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Greek celebrations get a little flour power 

Above and right: Revelers throw 
flour as they participate in the 
flour war, a unique, colorful flour 
fight marking the end of the 
carnival season, in the port town 
of Galaxidi, some 120 miles 
west of Athens, on Monday. For 
a few hours every year, residents 
and visitors to this pretty Greek 
town have a license to lose their 
civility. It’s an explosion of color 
that takes place every Clean 
Monday, an Orthodox Christian 
holiday marking the start of 
Lent and the end of the carnival 
season, which holds onto many 
of the country’s pre-Christian 
traditions. 

Photos by Petros Giannakouris/AP 



Nasty ‘fatberg’ on display in London 


By Karla Adam 

The Washington Post 

LONDON — The Mona Lisa it 
is not. 

But the new “Fatberg!” exhibi¬ 
tion in central London is nonethe¬ 
less drawing attention for its own 
special reasons. The latest attrac¬ 
tion at the Museum of London is 
rocklike, repugnant and revolting. 
It also has tiny bugs living on it. 

Chunks from the 143-ton fat¬ 
berg found in London’s aging 
sewer system went on display at 
the Museum of London on Feb. 9, 
retelling the story of how sewer 
workers tackled a massive blob of 
waste — using jet hoses, pickaxes, 
spades and shovels. 

The giant blob, discovered last 
September in the Whitechapel 
area of east London, garnered in¬ 
ternational attention. It took nine 
weeks to dismantle the congealed 
clump of grease, wet wipes, con¬ 
doms and other icky items. 

It may have been compelling, in 
an I-don’t-want-to-look-but-can’t- 
help-it sorta way, but the sight of 
the advancing detritus clogging 
up the sewers wasn’t pretty. 

Not that it stopped the Mu¬ 
seum of London from wanting to 
get their (gloved) hands on a few 
samples. 

“A fatberg has long been on the 
Museum of London wishlist. We 
want to reflect the highs and lows 


of city living,” said curator Vyki 
Sparkes. 

Fatbergs are “gross, but strange¬ 
ly compelling,” she added. 

They are also a major problem 
in the British capital, which has a 
Victorian sewer system that has 
struggled to cope as the city’s pop¬ 
ulation has 
increased. 
The British 
utility com¬ 
pany Thames 
Water spends 
about $1.4 
million a 
month fight¬ 
ing the fat¬ 
bergs that 
are lurking 
. -in the pipes 
Own pets. an d tunnels 
Vyki Sparkes beneath the 
curator, Museum people’s feet, 
of London many located 
in areas of 
London with 
restaurants that pour cooking oil 
down the drain. If fatbergs aren’t 
removed, they can cause sewer 
overflows. 

It’s not just a London problem, of 
course. Last fall, a 20-foot fatberg 
was dislodged from the sewers in 
Baltimore. 

But London may be the first city 
to encase samples of sewage in 
perspex viewing boxes and then 
invite people to check it out. 


You can 
see flies 
walking 
along and 
crawling. 
It’s like 
it has its 


Sparkes said part of the reason 
fatbergs have captured the public 
imagination is down to the name, 
for which we can thank London 
sewer workers. They coined the 
term “fatberg,” which entered 
the Oxford English Dictionary 
in 2015. 

“People can really visualize that 
it’s like a giant iceberg but made of 
fat,” Sparkes said. 

It’s not all doom and gloom. 
The display reveals that some of 
the fatberg was converted into 
biodiesel that helps to run Lon¬ 
don buses. 

The samples on display, which 
were air-dried, look like clumps 
of moonscape or a small asteroid. 
But lean in and you’ll see a tiny 
piece of a Cadbury Double Decker 
chocolate bar wrapper poking out 
of one grayish blob. Lean in even 
closer and you’ll see the small flies 
that hatched when the samples 
were in quarantine. 

“You can see flies walking 
along and crawling. It’s like it 
has its own pets,” said Sparkes, 
who added that “this is almost 
like a live experiment.” She said 
she doesn’t know what the ex¬ 
hibition will look like at the end 
of its run in July. “It’s attracting 
flies, it’s changing. It definitely 
looks a lot different from when 
we got it a few months ago. The 
sample that air-dried faster has 
crumbled into parts.” 


Kuwaiti activists 
warn pending case 
threatens system 


By Jon Gambrell 
and Malar Harb 

Associated Press 

KUWAIT CITY — In Kuwait, 
activists have been gathering 
nightly to peacefully demonstrate 
against their government—some¬ 
thing that elsewhere in the Arabi¬ 
an Peninsula would see protesters 
tear-gassed, beaten, arrested and 
sentenced to prison. 

The rallies, just across the street 
from Kuwait’s National Assembly, 
show the unique political system 
in this tiny, oil-rich nation, where 
its emir rules absolutely but law¬ 
makers and citizens can criticize 
officials and call them to account. 

Those demonstrating warn that 
system is now at risk with a pend¬ 
ing court case against dozens of 
politicians, activists and others 
stemming from the country’s 2011 
Arab Spring protests. 

While they were initially ac¬ 
quitted, a shocking court decision 
in November resurrected the case 
against them, a month after Ku¬ 
wait’s emir warned the country’s 
national unity is at stake amid re¬ 
gional turmoil. 

“Kuwait remains unique in the 
Gulf in that the case is still de¬ 
bated openly, and families and 
supporters are permitted to dem¬ 
onstrate,” said Kristin Diwan, a 
senior resident scholar at the Arab 
Gulf States Institute in Washing¬ 
ton. “But punishment for stepping 
outside laws against expression 
that have become more onerous 
are testing the Gulf’s most inclu¬ 
sive political system.” 

The case against nearly 70 de¬ 
fendants takes root in the chaos 
that swept the wider Mideast with 
the 2011 Arab Spring protests. In 
Kuwait, ruling emir Sheikh Sabah 
A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah ordered 
$3,559 grants and free food cou¬ 
pons for every Kuwaiti. That came 


on top of Kuwait’s cradle-to-grave 
entitlements for its citizens, which 
the OPEC member is able to af¬ 
ford because it holds the world’s 
sixth-largest known oil reserves 
— despite being smaller than the 
state of New Jersey. 

But allegations swirled at the 
time that some lawmakers had 
been bribed $350 million by the 
government to sway their votes, 
along with rumors that they were 
involved in embezzling state 
funds. Kuwait’s then-Prime Min¬ 
ister Sheikh Nasser Mohammed 
A1 Sabah, Sheikh Sabah’s nephew 
who was also accused in the alle¬ 
gations, survived a no-confidence 
vote. 

Amid strikes and confronta¬ 
tions with police, protesters brief¬ 
ly entered Parliament on Nov. 16, 
2011, waving flags and singing the 
country’s national anthem. 

The activists were initially 
charged after the storming of the 
Parliament, but a lower court in 
2013 ruled they had no criminal 
intent during the incident. Howev¬ 
er, a surprise appeals court ruling 
last November sentenced dozens 
of defendants to prison terms of as 
much as nine years. 

Among those sentenced was 
Musallam al-Barrack, an opposi¬ 
tion leader who just left prison in 
April after serving a two-year sen¬ 
tence on separate charges. 

In recent weeks, those detained 
have staged short hunger strikes 
and have formed a political bloc 
behind bars. 

On Sunday, a court ruling freed 
44 defendants in the case on bail 
after more than 80 days in prison. 
Another 25 remain at large. 

In the meantime, their families 
have been protesting regularly 
outside Kuwait’s National Assem¬ 
bly. They hold signs or listen to 
speakers as relaxed Kuwaiti po¬ 
lice officers watch nearby. 


Chicken shortage shutters 
KFCs across UK, Ireland 


Associated Press 

LONDON — Fast-food fans 
were in a flutter Monday after 
most of the 900 KFC outlets in 
the United Kingdom and Ireland 
were forced to close because of a 
shortage of chicken. 

The company apologized to 
customers, blaming “teething 
problems” with its new delivery 
partner, DHL. 

KFC first apologized for the 
problems on Saturday. In an up¬ 
date Monday, it listed almost 300 
stores as open but did not say 
when the rest might join them. 

It said those branches that re¬ 
mained open were operating a 
limited menu or shortened hours. 


“We know that this might have 
inconvenienced some of you over 
the last few days, and disappoint¬ 
ed you when you wanted your 
fried chicken fix — we’re really 
sorry about that,” the company 
said in a statement. 

DHL, which recently took over 
the KFC contract from Bidvest 
Logistics, said that “due to op¬ 
erational issues, a number of de¬ 
liveries in recent days have been 
incomplete or delayed.” 

When DHL announced in Octo¬ 
ber that it had won the KFC con¬ 
tract alongside logistics firm QSL, 
it promised to “rewrite the rule 
book and set a new benchmark 
for delivering fresh products to 
KFC in a sustainable way.” 
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Man allegedly dragged, 
then ran over woman 

m TWIN FALLS — An 
Idaho man was accused 
of dragging a woman alongside 
his truck and then running her 
over. 

The Idaho State Journal report¬ 
ed the man is charged with felony 
aggravated battery and violating 
a no-contact order after the inci¬ 
dent last week in Twin Falls. 

Court records prior to the inci¬ 
dent show the woman filed a no¬ 
contact order Jan. 2 against the 
man. He was charged with mis¬ 
demeanor assault two days later. 

The man posted a $5,000 bond 
and was released. He has a pre¬ 
trial hearing on Feb. 21 for the 
misdemeanor assault. A prelimi¬ 
nary hearing is set for Feb. 23 for 
the felony assault. 

Photos depict history 
of Chicago blues scene 

|| CHICAGO — Two de- 
IL cades worth of photos 
depicting Chicago’s lively blues 
scene will soon be available to the 
public. 

The Chicago History Museum 
said it will release over 45,000 
photos and papers related to the 
relatively unknown music pho¬ 
tographer Raeburn Flerlage. 

Flerlage captured some of Chi¬ 
cago’s most instrumental blues 
players in their prime. They in¬ 
clude Muddy Waters, Howlin’ 
Wolf and B.B. King. He also docu¬ 
mented the city’s developing folk 
scene in the 1960s, photographing 
Bob Dylan and Joan Baez. 

The exhibit opens April 7 and 
uses the photographer’s snap¬ 
shots to showcase how Chicago’s 
blues scene gained worldwide 
recognition. 

Man slashed by stranger 
in NYC’s Times Square 


THE CENSUS 

m m The approximate worth of an original Pablo Picasso print that was stolen from a downtown Milwaukee art 

II MK gallery. WITI-TV reported appraiser Bill DeLind said his business partner noticed the original 1949 print was 

nI ^i M. W AM missing from DeLind Fine Art Appraisals on Friday. Picasso did only 30 of the prints and signed each with a 

® ™ green crayon in the lower right corner. DeLind says someone could have walked in the unlocked door unno¬ 

ticed because he and his business partner were upstairs. The gallery does not have surveillance cameras. He 
said he hopes a camera across the street captured the thief. 




Abby Drey, (State College, Pa.) Centre Daily Times/AP 

Bubble blaster 


Matthew Roslevege, 10, tries to squirt the bubbles hospitality members were blowing during the Penn State IFC/Panhellenic Dance 
Marathon in University Park, Pa., on Saturday. Hundreds of students raised more than $10 million for pediatric cancer patients and their 
families in the annual 46-hour dance marathon known as Thon. The event has raised more than $147 million since 1977. 


NY NEW YORK — Po- 
ItI I lice said a 42-year-old 
man was slashed in the face by a 
stranger in Times Square. 

The victim was near 45th 
Street and 7th Avenue when he 
and another man began arguing 
late Sunday evening. According 
to the New York Post, the attack¬ 
er pulled out a knife and slashed 
the man. He was arrested at the 
scene. It’s not clear what prompt¬ 
ed the argument. 

The victim was hospitalized 
with a facial injury but was ex¬ 
pected to recover. 

Grenade, illegal drugs 
turn up in home search 

«Af| NEILLSVILLE — A 
If I Neillsville couple was 
expected in court after police and 
sheriff’s deputies searched their 
residence and reported finding 
methamphetamine, marijuana 
and a hand grenade. 

The Clark County Sheriff’s Of¬ 
fice said Monday the Marathon 
County Bomb Squad was called to 
the home Friday to handle the gre¬ 
nade. Authorities said that after it 
was removed, officers searched 
the residence and found the ille¬ 
gal drugs and paraphernalia. 

Four children, ages 2 to 13, 
were removed from the home and 


were turned over to Clark County 
social workers. 

The 45-year-old man and his 
32-year-old wife were in the 
Clark County Jail awaiting their 
initial court appearance. 

Crash kills dispatcher; 
husband hears call 

||i| N BROOKLYN PARK 
I v I W — Authorities said a 
Minneapolis 911 dispatcher was 
killed while driving to work when 
she was hit by a drunken driver 
in Brooklyn Park — and her hus¬ 
band heard the call while moni¬ 
toring emergency dispatch audio 
at home. 

The State Patrol said Jenna 
Bixby, 30, died Saturday night 
in the head-on crash caused by 
a wrong-way driver on Highway 
252. The Star Tribune said her 
husband, Daniel Bixby, heard the 
emergency call at home and later 
learned his wife was the victim of 
the crash when troopers came to 
his door to deliver the news. 

The patrol said the wrong-way 
driver, a retired minister, was in 
critical condition at North Memo¬ 
rial Medical Center. 


Buffalo gores camper 
on California island 

A AVALON — Authori- 
ties said a buffalo gored 
a man camping on Southern Cali¬ 
fornia’s Catalina Island. 

Los Angeles County sheriff’s 
officials said the man was sitting 
on a log Saturday evening and the 
buffalo was grazing nearby. 

Sgt. Ray Ward said that when 
the buffalo came closer, the man 
tried to move away and that’s 
when the animal charged. 

Ward said the buffalo gored the 
man’s left arm. He didn’t know 
the extent of the injuries. 

Buffalo are common and roam 
freely on the back side of Catalina 
Island, where there are camp¬ 
grounds. Ward said it’s rare for 
them to attack humans. 

Woman burned as gas 
pumped into can in car 

1Af A MOSES LAKE — Au- 
WlM thorities said a Wash¬ 
ington woman suffered severe 
burns after gasoline fumes ignited 


when gas was being pumped into 
a garbage can in a car’s backseat. 

KOMO-TV reported the Grant 
County Sheriff’s Office said the 
woman, who was a passenger 
early Saturday morning at a Cas¬ 
cade Valley Grocery convenience 
store, was smoking a cigarette, 
which ignited the flames. 

Deputies later found a large 
amount of marijuana in the car’s 
trunk. 

A bystander took the woman to 
Samaritan Healthcare in Moses 
Lake. The male driver who was 
pumping the gas ran away. 

Rifle, 1,300 rounds 
of ammo found in car 

|£ Q LAWRENCE — Doug- 
■ V'W las County Sheriff’s 
authorities said officers found an 
assault rifle and more than 1,300 
rounds of ammunition in a car 
after a chase in Lawrence. 

Sgt. Kirsten Channel said the 
chase began last week when a 
sheriff’s deputy stopped a car in 
Lawrence for a traffic violation. 
He called for backup after seeing 
an AR-15 rifle in the car, and the 


suspect drove off. The car even¬ 
tually was stopped. Officials say 
a search uncovered the rifle, am¬ 
munition and drugs. 

State prison officials said the 
suspect, 26, from Kansas City, 
Kan., was on parole, with previ¬ 
ous convictions including several 
felony burglaries in Leavenworth 
County. 

Boy accidentally stabs 
brother in chest 

nA PHILADELPHIA — 
■ ^Police said a 5-year-old 
boy was accidentally stabbed in 
the chest by his 10-year-old broth¬ 
er in southwest Philadelphia. 

A police statement said the 
older brother was playing with 
a carving knife in a home in the 
Kingsessing neighborhood Fri¬ 
day evening. 

Police said the younger boy 
was stabbed once in the chest 
accidentally. 

He was taken to Children’s Hos¬ 
pital of Philadelphia and listed in 
stable condition. 

From wire reports 
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NEW KING IN TOWN 


‘Black Panther' shatters February box-office 
record with $235 million opening weekend 


Marvel Studios-Disney/AP 

Chadwick Boseman is T’Challa, king of Wakanda, in “Black Panther.” 


By Deborah Vankin 

Los Angeles Times 

The king of Wakanda reigned supreme 
this holiday weekend as Disney’s “Black 
Panther” proved to be a pop cultural phe¬ 
nomenon, shattering box office records 
with an estimated $235 million in U.S. 
and Canadian ticket sales for the four- 
day holiday weekend. 

The Marvel Entertainment release, the 
first global superhero blockbuster with an 
African-American director and a mostly 
black cast, exceeded expectations and 
set records for a February opening and 
for a Presidents Day weekend debut. The 
previous record holder was “Deadpool,” 
which made $152 million domestically 
over the four-day holiday in 2016. 

“Black Panther” is the fifth highest 
domestic opening weekend of all time, 
behind only “Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens” (2015), “Star Wars: The Last 
Jedi” (2017), “Jurassic World” (2012) and 
“Marvel’s The Avengers” (2012). 

Critics and audiences pointed two 
thumbs straight up. “Black Panther” 
landed an A-plus audience rating from 


CinemaScore, and a 97 percent “fresh” 
rating among critics on Rotten Tomatoes. 
That makes “Black Panther” — direct¬ 
ed and co-written by 31-year-old Ryan 
Coogler (“Creed”) with co-writer Joe 
Robert Cole and starring Chadwick Bose¬ 
man — the most well-received superhero 
film ever, Marvel or otherwise. 

“Results like this go beyond anything 
anyone ever could have hoped for,” said 
Dave Hollis, president of global distribu¬ 
tion at Disney. “The momentum that the 
film has, has left us unable, even, to keep 
up with projections. It’s unbelievable.” 

“Black Panther” is set in the mythical 
kingdom of Wakanda, which is the most 
technologically advanced nation on the 
planet. The Afrocentric movie touches on 
ideas of colonialism and the reverbera¬ 
tions of slavery. 

A prevailing belief among some in Hol¬ 
lywood has been that movies with mostly 
black casts don’t do well at the foreign 
box office, but Disney reported $169 mil¬ 
lion in international ticket sales — a fig¬ 
ure expected to climb dramatically when 
“Black Panther” opens in major markets 
including China, Japan and Russia. 


Fergie: ‘Tried my best’ on national anthem 


Associated Press 

Fergie is apologizing after trying some¬ 
thing different with the national anthem 
at the NBA All-Star Game. 

“I’ve always been honored and proud 
to perform the national anthem and last 
night I wanted to try something special 
for the NBA,” the Grammy-winning sing¬ 
er said in a statement Monday. “I’m a risk 
taker artistically, but clearly this rendi¬ 
tion didn’t strike the intended tone. I love 
this country and honestly tried my best.” 

Fergie’s slow, bluesy rendition of “The 
Star-Spangled Banner” on Sunday night 
wasn’t particularly well received at Sta¬ 
ples Center or on social media. 

Fans throughout the star-studded 
crowd reacted with varying levels of be¬ 
musement and enthusiasm throughout 
her languid, 2 Vi-minute version of the 
song. Although Fergie was on pitch, her 
tempo, musical accompaniment and sexy 
delivery were not exactly typical for a 
sporting event or a patriotic song. 

Golden State All-Star Draymond Green 
captured Sunday’s mood — and became 
an instant GIF — when he was shown 
open-mouthed on the scoreboard and the 
television broadcast in apparent confu¬ 
sion over the unique vocal stylings. 

After a forceful finish, Fergie finally 
got big cheers when she shouted, “Let’s 
play some basketball!” 

The Black Eyed Peas singer, born Stacy 
Ann Ferguson, is from nearby Hacienda 
Heights, Calif. 

Famed basketball commentator Charles 
Barkley joked that he “needed a ciga¬ 
rette” after Fergie’s performance during 
the TNT halftime show. 

Former Lakers star Shaquille O’Neal 
leaped to Fergie’s defense, saying: “Fer¬ 
gie, I love you. It was different. It was 
sexy. I liked it. Leave her alone.” 

Others on social media weren’t as kind, 
with criticism of the performance outpac¬ 
ing the positive reviews. 



Chris Pizzello/AP 


Fergie’s bluesy, unconventional take on 
“The Star-Spangled Banner” at the NBA 
All-Star Game in Los Angeles on Feb. 18 
drew mixed reactions. 

Court told actress swore at 
Geoffrey Rush to leave toilet 

An actress who accused Oscar-win¬ 
ning actor Geoffrey Rush of inappropri¬ 
ately touching her on a Sydney stage later 
swore at him when he followed her into a 
bathroom at a party after a performance, 
Australian court documents allege. 

Rush is suing Sydney’s The Daily Tele¬ 
graph newspaper for defamation over 
articles last year that he argued portray 
him as a pervert and sexual predator. The 
articles allege inappropriate behavior 
and touching during the Sydney Theatre 
Company production of “King Lear” in 
2015. 

Accusations in defense documents 
previously suppressed by the court were 
made public on Tuesday. 

Eryn Jean Norvill played Cordelia 
alongside the 66-year-old Australian 
actor, who played the title role and her 
father. 

The documents allege Rush touched 
Norvill in a way that made her feel un¬ 
comfortable on five separate occasions 
during the final week of the production, 
in a scene where he carried her as she 


simulated a lifeless body. 

Rush’s lawyer, Richard McHugh, told 
the court on Monday the accusations were 
vague. But the newspaper will attempt to 
prove that Rush engaged in scandalously 
inappropriate behavior, and that his con¬ 
duct was so serious that the theatre com¬ 
pany would not work with him again. 

Eugenides, Chernow voted 
into arts academy 

Historian Ron Chernow, playwright 
Lynn Nottage and artist Jenny Holzer are 
among this year’s inductees in the Ameri¬ 
can Academy of Arts and Letters. 

On Tuesday, the academy told The 
Associated Press that others voted into 
the organization include fiction writers 
George Saunders and Jeffrey Eugenides, 
playwright Terrence Rafferty, and musi¬ 
cians Ben Johnston and George Lewis. 

The academy is an honor society with 
a core membership of 250 living writers, 
musicians and visual artists. Members 
in the past have included Mark Twain, 
James Baldwin and Leonard Bernstein. 

Other news 

■ Court documents show R&B singer 
R. Kelly has been evicted from two At- 
lanta-area homes over unpaid rent. The 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution reported 
Monday that Feb. 13 filings with the Ful¬ 
ton County magistrate court show Kelly 
owes more than $31,000 in past due 
payments. 

■ Milo Yiannopoulos is dropping his 
lawsuit against his former publisher. In 
papers filed Tuesday in New York State 
Supreme Court, Yiannopoulos and Simon 
& Schuster asked that the case be dis¬ 
missed “without costs or fees to either 
party.” The far-right author and agitator 
sued for $10 million last summer after 
the publisher canceled the release of his 
memoir “Dangerous.” 



Fred Rogers, America’s 
neighbor, feted in 2018 

It’s been 50 years since Fred Rogers 
first appeared on TV screens, a gentle and 
avuncular man who warbled “Won’t You 
Be My Neighbor?” as he changed into a 
cardigan and sneakers. 

The low-key, low-tech “Mister Rogers’ 
Neighborhood” presented Rogers as one 
adult in a busy world who always had time 
to listen to children. That legacy burns for 
many in these turbulent times. 

“Sometimes I think I wish we had a bat 
signal for Mister Rogers right now,” said 
comedian Sarah Silverman, who has hung 
a portrait of Rogers on the set of her Hulu 
series “I Love You, America.” 

The golden anniversary of America’s 
favorite neighbor’s appearance is being 
celebrated with a PBS special next month, 
a new postage stamp, a feature-length 
documentary coming out this summer and 
plans for a Tom Hanks-led biopic. 

“It’s just a wonderful, thrilling time for 
me,” said his widow, Joanne Rogers. “I’m 
just sorry that Fred’s not here to share it. 
But I think he would be just as amazed as 
I am.” 

An ordained Presbyterian minister, 
Rogers produced the pioneering show at 
Pittsburgh public television station WQED 
beginning in 1966, going national two 
years later. He composed his own songs 
for the show. 

The final episode aired August 2001. 
Rogers died in 2003. 

From The Associated Press 
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Tourism dreams fading for 
Pyeongchang post-Olympics 
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Felipe Dana/AP 

A restaurant worker waits for customers Feb. 4 in Gangneung, 

South Korea. The seaside city hosting skating and hockey events 
will have at least six Olympic facilities to manage after the games. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


By Foster Klug 
and Kim Tong-Hyung 
Associated Press 

PYEONGCHANG, South Korea 
— The equation was supposed to be 
simple: To build a world-class ski 
destination, simply add the Olym¬ 
pics and wait. 

But even as South Korea basks 
in the glow of daily competition 
and global attention, hope is fad¬ 
ing that Pyeongchang will do what 
was promised during its success¬ 
ful 2011 Olympics bid and turn an 
ignored, impoverished backwater 
into a premier Asian ski hub. 

With the close of the games this 
weekend approaching, some worry 
that the Olympics will instead 
saddle the region with a legacy of 
massive debt and the perpetual 
maintenance of a handful of hugely 
expensive venues that no one knows 
what to do with. 

When it came to landing the 
Winter Games, the things that had 
always isolated the area — heavy 
snows, long winters and sharp 
mountains that rise nearly half a 
mile above sea level—were a bless¬ 
ing. But when the visitors leave, 
many of the province’s problems 
will remain. 

It will still have a tiny, rapidly 
aging population that’s second to 
last in the nation in average income 
and without any real industry after 
the collapse of the mining and coal 
sectors that many once relied on. 

“There is a high possibility that 
the 2018 Games will lead to long 
term financial strain, if not bank¬ 
ruptcy, on the local government,” 
Joo Yu-min, a professor at the 
National University of Singapore, 
wrote in a book last year about 
South Korean mega-events. 


Not like Seoul 

Pyeongchang always hoped for 
the kind of transformation that hap¬ 
pened in Seoul 30 years ago during 
its memorable Summer Olympics. 
But the nation’s capital in 1988 was 
ripe for change in a way that Py¬ 
eongchang is not. 

South Korea’s population had 
exploded since the Korean War left 
the country in rubble in 1953, and 
the 1988 Games allowed Seoul’s 
infrastructure to finally catch up. 
Large public parks sprung up along 
the city’s Han River. New highways, 
bridges and subway lines prolifer¬ 
ated. Gleaming high-rise buildings 
rose from the bulldozed ruins of old 
commercial districts and slums. 

The idea was for the country’s 
first Winter Games to also boost 
development and mark the area as 
a world-class tourist destination. 

South Korea spent about $12.9 
billion on the games, well above 
the $7 billion to $8 billion initially 
projected. Big, modern resorts now 
nestle among the mountains, and 
there are new roads, highways and 
trains. One whisks people from the 
Seoul area, the country’s popula¬ 
tion hub and international gateway, 
to Pyeongchang in about an hour 
and a half. 

Of course, the same trains that 
speed people to the area in the 
morning can take them back again 
in the evenings, robbing locals of a 
big slice of the tourism money they 
were promised and leaving the 
mammoth resorts empty. 

Gangwon, the province that 
governs Pyeongchang and nearby 
Gangneung, a seaside city that 
hosts skating and hockey events, 
will be stuck with managing at least 
six state-of-the-art Olympic facili¬ 
ties after the Winter Games. The 


International Olympic Committee 
warned in August that the venues 
could become white elephants. 

The scenic Jeongseon Alpine 
Center, built where a forest of rare 
trees once stood, was supposed to 
be demolished after the Olympics 
and restored to its natural state, 
which could cost more than $90 
million. But Gangwon officials are 
now trying to persuade the national 
government to let at least half the 
course be developed into a high- 
end leisure destination. 

“I hope that the course stays,” 
said Maeng Won-yeong, 65, one 
of dozens of area residents whose 
homes were moved to make way for 
the course. Maeng said Jeongseon, 
a former mining town, desperately 
needs a tourism boost. 

Gangwon has pushed, unsuc¬ 
cessfully so far, for the national 
government to pay to maintain 
new stadiums that will create an 
estimated $8.5 million deficit each 
year. 

What about us? 

In a country that has never had 
a strong winter sports culture, it 
seems unlikely that money from 
local visitors — let alone waves of 
rich foreigners — can offset the 
venues’ high maintenance costs. 

Some locals feel that the money 
could be better spent on social wel¬ 
fare. Kim Jin-hee, 49, who runs a 
small coffee shop in Sabuk, another 
town in Jeongseon, can’t find a spe¬ 
cial needs school, either in her town 
or in the surrounding area, for her 
9-year-old son, who struggles to 
communicate because of a severe 
brain disability. 

Another problem with the push 
to put Pyeongchang on the map 
as a winter sports destination may 


come from within. 

Beset by North Korean missile 
tests and threats and recent politi¬ 
cal and social crises and massive 
street protests that helped drive 
the former president from office, 
many don’t see winter sports as 
that important. 

“It’s not a big national moment or 
a big marker of identity for South 
Korea,” John Delury, a Korea spe¬ 
cialist at Seoul’s Yonsei University, 
said of these games. 

Never mind dreams of a tour¬ 
ist boom, said Sangho Yoon, a se¬ 
nior researcher at Seoul’s Korea 
Economic Research Institute. The 
province, he said, could be headed 
for 10 to 20 years of financial trou¬ 
ble once the games leave town. 

“We will never be able to justify 
the spending,” Yoon said. 

The region’s only shot at becom¬ 
ing a true international destina¬ 
tion for winter sports is to embrace 
niche markets, like travelers from 
Southeast Asia and the Middle East 
intrigued by skiing but lacking 
home venues, Yoon said. Instead, he 
said, Pyeongchang officials seem 
focused on promoting the region to 
existing winter sports markets. 

“How many New Yorkers will 
say, ‘Hey, let’s go to Pyeongchang 
and ski?”’ said Yoon. “Zero.” 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Feb. 21).$1.2665 

Dollar buys (Feb. 21).€0.7896 

British pound (Feb. 21).$1.44 

Japanese yen (Feb. 21).104.00 

South Korean won (Feb. 21).1,043.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3769 

Britain (Pound).1.3985 

Canada (Dollar).1.2617 

China (Yuan).6.3426 

Denmark (Krone).6.0321 

Egypt (Pound).17.6850 

Euro.1.2345/0.8100 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8241 

Hungary (Forint).252.53 

Israel (Shekel).3.4971 

Japan (Yen).107.17 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.2998 

Norway (Krone).7.8321 

Philippines (Peso).52.33 

Poland (Zloty).3.36 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7514 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3186 

South Korea (Won).1,071.98 

Switzerlnd (Franc).0.9342 

Thailand (Baht).31.48 

Turkey (Lira).3.7965 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


I INTEREST RATES jf 

Prime rate 

..4.50 

Discount rate. 

Federal funds market rate. 

..2.00 
.. 1.42 

3 month bill 

..1.57 

..3.13 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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OPINION _ 

Some media reports on guns misleading 


By Jay Caruso 
T he Dallas Morning News 

N ever underestimate the parti¬ 
sanship that flows from even the 
most tragic of circumstances. The 
deadly shooting in Parkland, Fla., 
that claimed the lives of 17 people immedi¬ 
ately became a hotbed of fingerpointing. 

It’s understandable even the most hard¬ 
ened reporter will get emotional when a 
horrific event like this occurs. That said, 
the responsibility of journalists to report 
facts is never more critical than in a situ¬ 
ation when emotions run high. 

Unfortunately, some news outlets did 
not adhere to that, and it resulted in the 
spreading of misleading information. 

As more details of the shooting in Park¬ 
land came in, a statistic began making the 
rounds that the shooting became the “18th 
school shooting in 2018.” Time Maga¬ 
zine and a reporter at NBC repeated it in 
tweets. Others, such as Democratic Sen. 
Kamala Harris, of California, also repeat¬ 
ed the stat. 

The statistic, however, is wrong. 

The number comes from the organiza¬ 
tion Everytown for Gun Safety, a gun con¬ 
trol group co-founded by former New York 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, that tweeted 
the information: 

Everytown inflates the numbers by using 
a very broad definition of what constitutes 
a “school shooting.” On their website they 
define a school shooting as “anytime a 
firearm discharges a live round inside a 
school building or on a school campus or 
grounds.” 

That’s what allows them to claim a man 


committing suicide outside an elemen¬ 
tary school that had been closed for seven 
months a “school shooting.” Another ex¬ 
ample includes a man getting shot at 1 
a.m. during a sorority event at Wake For¬ 
est University. Another example had to do 
with a gun accidentally getting discharged 
at a meeting of a criminal justice club at 
a college in Texas. Nobody was hurt, but 
Everytown still considered it a “school 
shooting.” 

Everyone would love for the number of 
school shootings to be zero. The problem 
is that to present the statistic in this way 
leads people to conclude that the school 
shootings being referred to are akin to the 
horrific incidents that too often flood the 
front pages. So it would be fair to sum up 
this reporting as sloppy, at best. 

Another area where the press failed had 
to do with the issue of mental illness. Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump tweeted the following: 

“So many signs that the Florida shooter 
was mentally disturbed, even expelled 
from school for bad and erratic behavior. 
Neighbors and classmates knew he was a 
big problem. Must always report such in¬ 
stances to authorities, again and again!” 

Some of the immediate responses came 
from the media. For example, CNN’s Chris 
Cuomo tweeted the following: 

“are you aware that one of the regula¬ 
tions you got rid of made it more difficult 
for mentally ill to get guns?” 

Others in the press including MSNBC, 
The Washington Post, The Daily News and 
ABC World News Tonight repeated it. 

While not as blatantly misleading as the 
18-school-shootings statistic, the accusa¬ 
tion against Trump is a stretch because it 


omits important context. Contrary to those 
who claimed it was all in deference to the 
National Rifle Association, the repeal of 
the rule had support from more than 20 
disability groups as well as the ACLU. 
What did the measure do? The American 
Association of People With Disabilities 
said: 

“This rule would require the Social 
Security Administration to forward the 
names of all Social Security Disability In¬ 
surance (SSDI) and Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI) benefit recipients who use a 
representative payee to help manage their 
benefits due to a mental impairment to the 
National Instant Criminal Background 
Check System (NICS).” 

The measure goes against all rational 
understanding of good governance. Hav¬ 
ing the Social Security Administration act 
as judge and jury is an affront to our legal 
system. As the ACLU notes in its letter to 
the Ways and Means Committee in sup¬ 
port of undoing the rule, there is little due 
process protection before some bureaucrat 
at Social Security submits a name to the 
NICS database. 

As much as people want to act on emo¬ 
tion, nothing will change unless people can 
discuss gun control and gun rights minus 
the histrionics. That would be easier if 
journalists are careful in their reporting. 
Most are, of course. But the problem is that 
when one reporter gets it wrong in a high- 
profile story, the general public is apt to 
lose faith in the media more generally. And 
that hurts us all. 


Jay Caruso is a Dallas Morning News editorial 
board member. 


T-shirts, f-bombs and responding to Trump in kind 


By Cynthia M. Allen 

Fort Worth (Texas) Star-Telegram 

O f all the repugnant cultural phe¬ 
nomena “normalized” by our 
current political moment, our 
collective inability to speak to 
other people with whom we disagree with 
respect and civility — and without flagrant 
use of the f-word — has got to be one of the 
worst. 

Andy Ternay would probably disagree. 
He’s the Garland, Texas, man who 
walked into a Richardson, Texas, restau¬ 
rant recently wearing a shirt that read, 
“(expletive) Trump and (expletive) you for 
voting for him” in big black block letters 
on the front. 

Classy. 

Lots of people take issue with Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump, are affronted by his 
coarseness and vulgarity, and object to the 
hateful language and politics of some of his 
supporters. 

But for all his criticisms of Trump, Ter¬ 
nay, it seems, can’t help but to respond in 
kind. His message was not only gratuitous 
and vulgar, it was hateful and myopic. 
Sound familiar? 

Ternay said that wearing his shirt was 
an effort to show solidarity with marginal¬ 
ized groups. Clearly, he was trying to elicit 
a reaction, and he got what he was looking 
for. 

A restaurant manager asked him to leave 
because his shirt was making other pa¬ 
trons, particularly those with kids, uncom¬ 
fortable. According to Ternay’s account, 
which he later documented on Facebook, 
kids who can’t handle the f-word are going 
to struggle in this world. 

And adults who use it apparently deserve 
high praise. 

His Facebook post, now unavailable, was 
shared well over 100,000 times, including 
by several of my social media “friends” 


The anger so flagrantly 
hurled at anyone with 
whom we disagree isn’t 
just a retreat from civility, 
it’s retreat from the idea 
— often espoused by 
progressives — that we 
share a common humanity. 


who were not merely approving of Ter¬ 
nay’s message but of the way he chose to 
express it. 

I’m not impervious to the frustration and 
anger felt by many Americans in the era of 
Trump. I feel some of it, too. 

Nor am I naive to the reality that the 
flames of hatred are fanned by social 
media, the news media and everything in 
between. 

But I cannot understand why so many 
Americans, on the left and the right, freely 
succumb to their basest tribal instincts in 
response, or worse — use Trump’s vulgar¬ 
ity and hate, or that of his supporters, to 
justify their own. 

According to Ternay’s account, he told 
the manager how “explaining ‘grab ’em by 
the p—’ and golden showers to my daugh¬ 
ter was equally unpleasant” as explaining 
the f-word to other patrons’ kids. 

That kind of argument is akin to the un¬ 
forgivable relativism by some on the right 
who have justified Trump’s indiscretions 
by pointing to those committed by Bill 
Clinton. 

Clinton, therefore Trump. “S—hole 
countries,” therefore “f— you.” 

There’s cognitive dissonance for you. 

Yes, anger and acrimony have always 


been a part of our political culture. None of 
this is new. But it seems so much worse and 
ubiquitous today. 

The anger so flagrantly hurled at any¬ 
one with whom we disagree isn’t just a re¬ 
treat from civility, it’s retreat from the idea 
— often espoused by progressives — that 
we share a common humanity. We walk 
around every day interacting with people 
whose views and ideologies diverge from 
our own. But increasingly, there is a belief 
that instead of trying of engage or attempt 
to win them over with rational arguments 
and dialogue, we should reduce their hu¬ 
manity to a single action. A single vote. 

“I retreated from my porch,” wrote Ruth 
Mayer, a communications consultant from 
North Carolina, of her new tendency to not 
engage with neighbors who held divergent 
political views. In a column for The Char¬ 
lotte Observer, she recounted how she and 
her daughter, returning from the Women’s 
March in Washington, encountered a man 
and his son who helped them fix her car. 
She had spent the last year outraged with 
Trump and his voters. But her experience 
with the self-described redneck — and 
probably Trump voter — was a powerful 
sign “that maybe if we treat one another 
with the kindness and gratitude that is so 
absent from our president and his policies, 
putting our most loving selves forward, 
this moment can transform into something 
more bearable.” 

It will be hard to do that while wearing a 
shirt like Ternay’s. 

But if we are serious about reducing the 
hate the permeates our politics it has to 
start with our daily interactions — what 
we chose to say to our neighbors, on social 
media and on our T-shirts. 

Otherwise, we’re no better than the peo¬ 
ple we criticize. 

Cynthia M. Allen is a columnist for the Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram. 
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OPINION _ 

Crackdown in Egypt devouring el-Sissi regime 



Amr Nabil/AP 


Hesham Genena, a former top auditor in Egypt who suffered serious injuries during an 
apparent kidnapping attempt, speaks at his home in Cairo on Feb. 7. Ali Taha, a lawyer 
for Genena, said authorities arrested his client on Feb. 13 at his home. 


By Aya Hijazi and Mohamed Soltan 

Special To The Washington Post 

L ast week, security forces in Egypt 
arrested a man named Hesham 
Genena. Genena, the former head 
of the national auditing agency, is 
not a first-rank politician in his own right. 
But it is clearly not his background as a fi¬ 
nancial expert that drew the attention of 
prosecutors. It was his vocal role as an aide 
to Lt. Gen. Sami Anan, the former Army 
chief of staff who was himself jailed last 
month, not long after announcing his inten¬ 
tion to run for election against President 
Abdel Fatah el-Sissi. 

By arresting Anan, el-Sissi removed his 
last serious rival in the approaching Egyp¬ 
tian presidential election, which is set to 
begin March 26. Earlier, former Prime 
Minister Ahmed Shafiq withdrew his can¬ 
didacy just a few weeks after announcing 
it, apparently under heavy pressure from 
the regime. 

Mohamed Anwar al-Sadat, a nephew of 
the former president, and Khaled Ali, a 
human rights lawyer, have also dropped 
out. Abdel Moneim Aboul Fotouh, a former 
Islamist and a 2012 presidential candidate 
who now runs the Strong Egypt political 
party, was arrested earlier this month after 
returning from a trip to London. Fotouh 
drew widespread media attention for a se¬ 
ries of interviews during which he argued 
that the army bears no responsibility for 
the president’s inept leadership. 

Needless to say, the elimination of el- 
Sissi’s most serious competitors in the 
campaign has many Egyptians wondering 
whether there is even a point to voting. It is 
small wonder that the most popular GIF in 
the country on Jan. 25 — the anniversary 
of the beginning of Egypt’s 2011 revolution 
— turned out to be a short clip from the 
Sacha Baron Cohen film “The Dictator,” in 
which a mythical tyrant wins a 100-meter 
dash by shooting his opponents (and the 
judges of the race). There could hardly be 
a more vivid illustration of the death of 
genuine politics in Egypt. 


Since mid-2013, Egypt under el-Sissi 
has become a black hole for human rights, 
democratic governance and rule of law. But 
now the president’s campaign of repres¬ 
sion is reaching into his own government. 
The arrest of Anan was viewed by analysts 
as a striking sign of el-Sissi’s willingness to 
challenge the top ranks of his own military 
establishment. The president’s firing of his 
top intelligence chief similarly seemed to 
reveal a growing rift within the ranks of 
the security apparatus. Some of his own 
bureaucrats are evidently beginning to 
wonder whether el-Sissi’s personal ambi¬ 
tions are beginning to threaten the surviv¬ 
al of the state. At the very least, one could 
argue the country is heading toward a 
North Korea-style collapse of civilian life. 

By shutting down every avenue for peace¬ 


ful change, el-Sissi has sent an aggressive 
message to Egypt and the rest of the world 
that even the semblance of democracy no 
longer has a place in his country, and that 
brute force is the only possible response to 
any form of opposition or criticism. Even 
the farce of an election is being cast aside. 

Meanwhile, el-Sissi’s counterterrorism 
policies, which serve as an important jus¬ 
tification of his dictatorship, have created 
a fertile ground for radicalization. The 
authors of this article witnessed this first¬ 
hand during the collective 60 months we 
spent in prison between 2013 and 2017. We 
watched the process of radicalization un¬ 
fold as recruiters for Islamic State, while 
jailed themselves, appealed to innocent 
young prisoners who were facing unjust 
detainment, harsh sentences and inhu¬ 


mane conditions. 

El-Sissi’s heavy-handed crackdown has 
thus actually contributed to an increased 
ISIS presence in Egypt. One of the extrem¬ 
ist group’s latest video messages, aimed at 
young Egyptians, makes this clear: De¬ 
mocracy and nonviolence, it said, have 
only brought you a violent tyrant. As tens 
of thousands of once-hopeful, now-op- 
pressed youth fall victim to the viciousness 
of the state, their options become increas¬ 
ingly binary: Either wallow in depression 
or turn to violence. 

There is an old saying: “You cannot give 
that which you do not have.” El-Sissi can¬ 
not help provide peace and stability to a 
tumultuous region when that is precisely 
what he has failed to give Egypt. His inse¬ 
curities and hyper-paranoia have turned 
Egypt into a giant pressure cooker with no 
safety valve. When it finally explodes, ev¬ 
eryone will be hurt. The death of politics 
is steadily undermining the stability of the 
regime. 

The revolution that began in 2011 
changed Egypt forever, and attempts to re¬ 
turn the country to an authoritarian state 
will not succeed. The 2018 elections will 
show, among other things, that internation¬ 
al support for el-Sissi’s regime is the only 
foundation it has left. The United States 
should use its influence to address the de¬ 
teriorating human rights situation, to de¬ 
mand the release of all political prisoners 
(including presidential candidates) and to 
urge an opening of the political sphere. 

As survivors of el-Sissi’s crackdown and 
the world’s most notorious prisons, we be¬ 
lieve that we share a responsibility to call 
for more nuanced policies toward Egypt 
and the region. Our friendship is based 
not only on joint history, but on a shared 
conviction that only a representative de¬ 
mocracy and the rule of law can guarantee 
peace and stability for Egypt and the sur¬ 
rounding region. 

Aya Hijazi is an Egyptian-American social activist 
and founder of Belady Foundation. Mohamed 
Soltan is a human rights advocate and founder of 
The Freedom Initiative. 


Republican candidates face a dilemma on Trump 


By Albert R. Hunt 

Bloomberg View 

U nlike this year’s U.S. Senate 
races, which are mainly being 
fought in Trump-friendly states, 
many of the most contested 
House electoral battles are for Republican- 
held seats in more Democratic-leaning 
places. 

That enhances the odds of Democrats 
winning control of the House and presents 
a dilemma for Republican incumbents: Do 
they strike some distance from President 
Donald Trump, or continue to march in 
lockstep with him in Congress? But don’t 
look for any mass Republican defections, 
even if the probe of any Trump ties to Rus¬ 
sia escalates. 

Off-year elections usually are about 
voter intensity. In dozens of contests over 
the past year, since Trump was elected, the 
energy has been with Democrats. Most re¬ 
cently, a Democrat won by seven points in 
a pro-Trump, pro-Republican state legisla¬ 
tive district in Sarasota, Fla., in a special 
election. 

The hope for the dozens of embattled 
congressional Republicans is that by No¬ 
vember their base will get energized. 
Those voters remain strongly supportive 
of Trump, while the general electorate, 
despite some recent improvement in the 
president’s standing, is far less so. 


If Republican candidates in blue dis¬ 
tricts and states run away from Trump, 
some of the GOP base will stay home; if 
they wrap themselves around him, they 
risk energizing Democrats and alienating 
independents. It’s not an easy choice. 

“Buckle up your seat belts and pull up 
your big boy pants,” leading Republican 
pollster Neil Newhouse advises them. 
“This is going to be a tough election.” 

A look at Republican-held seats that are 
the chief Democratic targets — more than 
half of them in states or districts that voted 
for Hillary Clinton — illustrates the divide 
on how to walk this tightrope; even most of 
those taking issue with Trump are doing it 
very selectively. 

Predictably, a dozen Republican incum¬ 
bents from New Jersey, New York and Cal¬ 
ifornia voted against the tax-cut bill that 
socked it to those states by eliminating the 
federal tax deduction for state and local 
taxes. On immigration, there are dozens 
of House Republicans opposing Trump’s 
hard line, joining Texas’ Will Hurd and 
California’s Jeff Denham, two of the most 
endangered congressional incumbents. 
Rep. John Faso, from an upstate New York 
district that went for Trump but had gone 
for Barack Obama four years earlier, op¬ 
posed the president on the tax bill and 
immigration. 

Colorado Republican Mike Coffman, 


facing his toughest challenger in a dis¬ 
trict carried by Clinton, recently tweeted, 
“No Shutdowns, No Parades,” warning 
the president to abandon his plans for an 
expensive military parade and not to shut 
down the government. Coffman has also 
called for the resignation of Veterans Af¬ 
fairs Secretary David Shulkin, who was 
accused of using taxpayer funds for per¬ 
sonal expenses. 

Fighting Trump on a possible govern¬ 
ment shutdown was a gift for Republican 
Rep. Barbara Comstock, who represents 
a northern Virginia district. She relished 
a testy exchange at the White House with 
him over the issue. She warned him; he 
fired back. 

If Comstock weren’t such a shrewd poli¬ 
tician, she’d be a dead woman walking; 
Trump lost this district by 10 points, and is 
more unpopular today. 

But there are more Republicans who fig¬ 
ure that running away from the president 
won’t help with swing voters while hurting 
them with their own. That’s the calcula¬ 
tion of New Jersey Rep. Tom MacArthur, 
who was one of the Republicans from his 
state to vote for the tax cut and who led 
the House effort to repeal and replace the 
Affordable Care Act. Trump then hosted 
a fundraiser for him, and Vice President 
Mike Pence contributed to his coffers. The 
Democrats have now elevated him to their 


list of targets. 

Few challenged incumbents are more of a 
Trump cheerleader than California’s Mimi 
Walters, although Trump was defeated in 
her Orange County district by five points. 
She votes with the president more than 98 
percent of the time and has declared: “He 
stands for what we stand for.” Democrats 
believe she’s counting on a low turnout and 
will be surprised this fall. 

If there is a blue wave — and if Demo¬ 
crats turn out the way they did in some of 
those special elections and the Virginia gu¬ 
bernatorial contest last November — some 
Republicans in districts Trump carried 
easily might be ambushed. These include 
New York’s Claudia Tenney, who said the 
Democrats who didn’t applaud during 
Trump’s State of the Union speech were 
“un-American and they don’t love our 
country,” or Ohio’s Steve Chabot who, in 
defending Trump, sought to smear special 
counsel Robert Mueller and his blue-rib¬ 
bon staff. 

In both those races, Democrats are 
fielding stronger-than-expected challeng¬ 
ers — who may already be crafting com¬ 
mercials and messages that recycle those 
accusations. 

Albert R. Hunt is a Bloomberg View columnist. 

He was the executive editor of Bloomberg News, 
before which he was a reporter, bureau chief and 
executive Washington editor at The Wall Street 
Journal. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 April forecast 
5 Shade tree 
8 Life story 

12 Thus 

13 Sturgeon product 

14 Arsonist 

15 Flashing light 
on Broadway 

17 Wax-coated 
cheese 

18 Dine at a 
restaurant 

19 Sheets and 
pillowcases 

21 Sun. talk 

22 Scraps 

23 Scratch the 
surface 

26 Pot brew 
28 Makes dirty 
31 Barrel bottom bit 
33 Cleo’s slayer 

35 Swelled heads 

36 Spine-tingling 
38 Paul Newman 

film 

40 At once 

41 Tart 

43 Zodiac animal 
45 Rook 
47 Prolonged 
attacks 

51 “Snap out —!” 

52 + 


54 Jason’s ship 

20 Apr. addressee 

55 CBS logo 

23 Rx writers 

56 Pond growth 

24 Curved line 

57 Oodles 

25 Transfer to 

58 Started 

another job, 

59 Desist 

perhaps 

27 Bat wood 

DOWN 

29 Privy 

1 Painter Magritte 

30 Away from NNE 

2 Bailiwick 

32 Small caves 

3 “— Rhythm” 

34 Chased 

4 Taboos 

37 Actor Brynner 

5 Red Sea country 

39 Lectern locale 

6 Journal 

42 Drive away 

7 Edison’s — Park 

44 Mini-plateaus 

8 Summer 

45 Paint layer 

shoe style 

46 Roundish ’do 

9 Deliberately 

48 Coated with gold 

10 Tehran’s country 

49 Waffle brand 

11 Brady and Hanks 

50 Crisp cookie 

16 Bird feeder fill 

53 Caustic cleaner 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



2-21 CRYPTOQUIP 


W RD BFDMJPSPJE RNQRWO SF 
TF GPRQ MFFBYPX SYRS RQP 



QFRDWGT NQPPJE. WS’X SYP 

JPRXYPO W BRG OF. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN I THINK 
WORKOUT FACILITIES ARE FULL OF HARMFUL 
MICROORGANISMS, I CALL THEM GERM- 
NASIUMS. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: B equals C 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most ( 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College baseball 


Baseball America Top 25 

DURHAM, N.C. - The top 25 teams in 
the Baseball America poll, with records 
through Feb. 18 and previous ranking 
(selected by the staff of Baseball Amer¬ 
ica): 

Record Prv 

1. Florida 3-0 1 

2. Oregon State 3-0 2 

3. Florida State 3-0 3 

4. Arkansas 3-0 4 

5. Texas Tech 4-0 5 

6. North Carolina 2-1 6 

7. TCU 2-1 7 

8. Kentucky 4-0 8 

9. Stanford 3-0 9 

10. Texas A&M 3-0 10 

11. Clemson 3-0 12 

12. UCLA 3-0 13 

13. Cal State Fullerton 0-3 11 

14. Texas 2-1 14 

15. Virginia 2-1 15 

16. Mississippi 3-0 16 

17. Southern Miss. 3-0 21 

18. Vanderbilt 2-1 18 

19. Louisville 3-0 19 

20. Indiana 2-1 20 

21. South Alabama 3-1 24 

22. LSU 1-2 17 

23. St. John’s 3-0 25 

24. UCF 1-2 22 

25. UConn 2-1 - 

Monday’s scores 

SOUTH 

Benedict 6-8, St. Augustine’s 0-7 
Davis & Elkins 5, Notre Dame 3 
Indiana 6, Coastal Carolina 5 
Kansas St. 6, Virginia Tech 5 
Mars Hill 9, Montreat 7 
Mississippi College 21, McKendree 1 
Tusculum 9, Davis & Elkins 2 
SOUTHWEST 

Lubbock Christian 5, Angelo St. 4 
FAR WEST 
BYU 10, CS Northridge 8 
Gonzaga 5, Cal Poly 4 
Oregon St. 15, New Mexico 3 
Stanford 3, UC Davis 2 


College basketball 

1 

Tennis 

1 

College hockey 


Pro baseball 


Remaining free agents 

NEW YORK — The 82 remaining free 
agents (q-rejected qualifying offer): 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 
BALTIMORE (7) - Pedro Alvarez: dh- 
lb; Craig Gentry, of; J.J. Hardy, ss; Jeremy 
Hellickson, rhp; Ubaldo Jimenez, rhp; 
Seth Smith, of; Chris Tillman, rhp. 

BOSTON (3) - Fernando Abad, Ihp; 
Blaine Boyer, rhp; Chris Young, of. 

CHICAGO (2) — Mike Pelfrey, rhp; Geo- 
vany Soto c. 

DETROIT (1) — Anibal Sanchez, rhp. 
HOUSTON (4) - Carlos Beltran, dh; Ty¬ 
ler Clippard, rhp; Francisco Liriano, Ihp; 
Cameron Maybin, of. 

KANSAS CITY (5) - Melky Cabrera, of; 
Trevor Cahill, rhp; q-Eric Hosmer, lb; q- 
Mike Moustakas, 3b; Peter Moylan, rhp. 

LOS ANGELES (7) - Andrew Bailey, 
rhp; Jesse Chavez, rhp; Yunel Escobar, 
3b; Ricky Nolasco, rhp; Brandon Phillips, 
2b; Ben Revere, of; Huston Street, rhp. 

MINNESOTA (2) - Matt Belisle, rhp; 
Glen Perkins, Ihp. 

NEW YORK (1) - Matt Holliday, dh. 
SEATTLE (3) — Jarrod Dyson, of; Car¬ 
los Ruiz, c; Danny Valencia, lb-3b. 

TAMPA BAY (4) - q-Alex Cobb, rhp; 
Lucas Duda, lb; Logan Morrison, lb; Col¬ 
by Rasmus, of. 

TEXAS (3) — Carlos Gomez, of; Jason 
Grilli, rhp; Mike Napoli, lb. 

TORONTO (3) - Brett Anderson, Ihp; 
Jose Bautista, of; Michael Saunders, of. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ARIZONA (2) — Jorge De La Rosa, Ihp; 
J.D. Martinez of. 

ATLANTA (1) - R.A. Dickey, rhp. 
CHICAGO (4) - q-Jake Arrieta, rhp; 
Jon Jay, of; John Lackey, rhp; Koji Uehara, 
rhp. 

CINCINNATI (3) - Bronson Arroyo, rhp; 
Scott Feldman, rhp; Drew Storen, rhp. 

COLORADO (4) — Carlos Gonzalez, of; 
q-Greg Holland, rhp; Jonathan Lucroy, c; 
Mark Reynolds, lb. 

LOS ANGELES (2) - Andre Ethier, of; 
Franklin Gutierrez, of. 

MIAMI (4) - Mike Aviles, inf; A.J. Ellis, 
c; Dustin McGowan, rhp; Ichiro Suzuki, 
of. 

MILWAUKEE (2) - Matt Garza, rhp; 
Neil Walker, 2b. 

PHILADELPHIA (1) - Clay Buchholz, 
rhp. 

PIT 

h ST. U i!buTs U ((2) U ’-^'q-Lan L ce Tynn! rhp; 
Seung-Hwan Oh, rhp. 

SAN DIEGO (1) - Erick Aybar, ss. 

SAN FRANCISCO (2) - Matt Cain, rhp; 
Michael Morse, ib-of. 

WASHINGTON (6) - Joe Blanton, rhp; 
Alejandro De Aza, of; Stephen Drew, . 


AP Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Feb. 18, total points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking: 

Record Pts Prv 

1. Virginia (42) 24-2 1601 1 

2. Michigan St. (19) 26-3 1565 2 

3. Villanova (4) 24-3 1509 3 

4. Xavier 24-4 1398 4 

5. Duke 22-5 1292 12 

6. Texas Tech 22-5 1206 7 

6. Gonzaga 25-4 1206 9 

8. Kansas 21-6 1166 13 

9. Purdue 24-5 1130 6 

10. North Carolina 21-7 1074 14 

11. Cincinnati 23-4 954 5 

12. Auburn 23-4 873 10 

13. Wichita St. 21-5 870 19 

14. Arizona 21-6 831 17 

15. Clemson 20-6 683 11 

16. Ohio St. 22-7 680 8 

17. Michigan 22-7 615 22 

18. Rhode Island 21-4 455 16 

19. Tennessee 19-7 427 18 

20. Nevada 23-5 330 24 

21. West Virginia 19-8 329 20 

22. Saint Mary’s (Cal) 25-4 291 15 

23. Houston 21-5 263 - 

24. Middle Tennessee 22-5 87 — 

25. Florida St. 19-8 63 - 

Others receiving votes: Baylor 52, 

Kentucky 33, Arizona St 32, Arkansas 
23, UCLA 20, St. Bonaventure 13, Virginia 
Tech 12, Creighton 10, Penn St. 6, Kan¬ 
sas St 5, Missouri 5, Texas A&M 4, TCU 4, 
Butler 2, Loyola of Chicago 2, Alabama 1, 
Oklahoma 1, Boise St. 1, ETSU 1. 

USA Today Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in the USA Today 
men’s college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Feb. 18, points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Michigan State (20) 26-3 782 1 

2. Virginia (8) 24-2 773 3 

3. Villanova (4) 24-3 745 2 

4. Xavier 24-4 656 4 

5. Duke 22-5 655 10 

6. Gonzaga 25-4 602 8 

7. Texas Tech 22-5 588 6 

8. Kansas 21-6 566 13 

9. Purdue 24-5 526 7 

10. North Carolina 21-7 498 16 

11. Cincinnati 23-4 497 5 

12. Wichita State 21-5 404 18 

13. Auburn 23-4 358 11 

14. Arizona 21-6 340 19 

15. Ohio State 22-7 339 9 

16. Michigan 22-7 325 21 

17. Clemson 20-6 324 12 

18. Rhode Island 21-4 263 14 

19. Tennessee 19-7 208 17 

20. Saint Mary’s 25-4 173 15 

21. West Virginia 19-8 168 20 

22. Nevada 23-5 143 24 

23. Houston 21-5 119 - 

24. Middle Tennessee 22-5 72 — 

25. Arizona State 19-7 47 22 

Others receiving votes: Creighton 34, 

Kentucky 31, Virginia Tech 20, Florida 
State 18, Texas A&M 15, Florida 14, Se- 
ton Hall 13, Baylor 12, St. Bonaventure 
11, UCLA 11, Butler 9, Kansas State 9, Mi¬ 
ami 9, Nebraska 7, Loyola of Chicago 6, 
Arkansas 3, ETSU 2, Boise State 1, Loui- 
siana-Lafayette 1, New Mexico State 1, 
Oklahoma 1, TCU 1. 

Monday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Delaware St. 69, Coppin St. 51 

SOUTH 

Alabama St. 82, Alcorn St. 62 
Bethune-Cookman 96, Morgan St. 95, OT 
Hampton 114, Savannah St. 102, OT 
MVSU 76, Prairie View 71 
N. Kentucky 70, Youngstown St. 51 
NC A&T 78, Md.-Eastern Shore 69 
NC Central 83, Howard 66 
Norfolk St. 76, SC State 62 
Southern U. 60, Alabama A&M 50 
MIDWEST 

IUPUI 74, Oakland 67 
Kansas 104, Oklahoma 74 
Maryland 71, Northwestern 64 
Miami 77, Notre Dame 74 
UIC 94, Detroit 87 
Wisconsin 73, Minnesota 63, OT 
Wright St. 72, Cleveland St. 63 
SOUTHWEST 

Ark.-Pine Bluff 62, Texas Southern 61 

AP Men’s Top 25 schedule 

Wednesday's games 

No. 1 Virginia vs. Georgia Tech 
No. 3 Villanova vs. DePaul at Wells 
Fargo Center 

No. 4 Xavier at Georgetown 
No. 5 Duke vs. Louisville 
No. 6 Texas Tech at Oklahoma State 
No. 10 North Carolina at Syracuse 
No. 12 Auburn vs. Alabama 
No. 13 Wichita State vs. Tulane 
No. 15 Clemson at Virginia Tech 
No. 17 Michigan at Penn State 
No. 19 Tennessee vs. Florida 
No. 20 Nevada vs. San Jose State 
Thursday’s games 
No. 6 Gonzaga at San Diego 
No. 9 Purdue at Illinois 
No. 11 Cincinnati vs. UConn 
No. 14 Arizona at Oregon State 
No. 22 Saint Mary’s vs. Pepperdine 
No. 23 Houston at Memphis 
Friday’s games 
No. 16 Ohio State at Indiana 
No. 18 Rhode Island vs. Dayton 
Saturday’s games 
-a at Pittr’ "■ 


No. 1 Virginia at Pittsburgh 


No. 3 Villanova at Creighton 
No. 5 Duke vs. Syracuse 
No. 6 Gonzaga at BYU 
No. 6 Texas Tech vs. No. 8 Kansas 
No. 12 Auburn at Florida 
No. 13 Wichita State at SMU 
No. 14 Arizona at Oregon 
No. 15 Clemson vs. Georgia Tech 
No. 17 Michigan at Maryland 
No. 19 Tennessee at Mississippi 
No. 21 West Virginia vs. Iowa State 
No. 22 Saint Mary’s vs. Santa Clara 
No. 24 Middle Tennessee vs. UAB 
Sunday’s games 

No. 2 Michigan State at Wisconsin 
No. 9 Purdue vs. Minnesota 
No. 11 Cincinnati vs. Tulsa 
No. 20 Nevada vs. Colorado State 
No. 23 Houston vs. East Carolina 
No. 25 Florida State at N.C. State 

AP Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Feb. 18, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. UConn (32) 26-0 800 1 

2. Mississippi St. 28-0 765 2 

3. Baylor 25-1 735 3 

4. Louisville 27-2 688 4 

5. Notre Dame 25-2 686 5 

6. Texas 22-4 632 6 

7. South Carolina 22-5 597 8 

8. Oregon 24-4 587 9 

9. Florida St. 22-4 521 12 

10. UCLA 21-5 501 7 

11. Missouri 22-5 488 13 

12. Oregon St. 21-6 443 15 

13. Maryland 22-5 367 10 

14. Ohio St. 22-6 359 16 

15. Tennessee 21-6 358 11 

16. Stanford 19-9 319 14 

17. Texas A&M 20-8 247 17 

18. South Florida 22-5 229 22 

19. Georgia 21-5 214 20 

20. Duke 20-7 184 17 

21. NC State 21-6 132 25 

22. Green Bay 23-3 106 19 

23. Belmont 26-3 98 24 

24. LSU 18-7 87 - 

25. Oklahoma St. 18-8 73 21 

Others receiving votes: Minnesota 60, 

Dayton 29, Mercer 19, Miami 14, Arizona 
St. 12, Iowa 11, Michigan 10, West Virginia 
7, Gonzaga 5, California 3, Cent Michigan 
3, Oklahoma 3, Quinnipiac 3, Nebraska 3, 
Southern Cal 1, Syracuse 1. 

Monday’s somen’s scores 

EAST 

Bryant 70, Wagner 60 
Delaware St. 70, Coppin St. 66 
Fairfield 62, St. Peter’s 40 
Mount St. Mary’s 76, CCSU 56 
Robert Morris 60, Sacred Heart 49 
St. Francis (Pa.) 80, Fairleigh Dickinson 61 
Syracuse 62, Pittsburgh 53 
SOUTH 

Alcorn St. 65, Alabama St. 57 
Bethune-Cookman 64, Morgan St. 57 
Duke 79, Florida St. 66 
Florida Gulf Coast 78, Kennesaw St. 51 
Georgia 66, Mississippi 52 
Hampton 88, Savannah St. 41 
Jacksonville 73, NJIT 53 
NC A&T 65, Md.-Eastern Shore 60 
NC Central 78, Howard 77 
Norfolk St. 63, SC State 49 
North Florida 79, SC-Upstate 61 
Prairie View 75, MVSU 74 
Southern U. 58, Alabama A&M 46 
Stetson 91, Lipscomb 71 
Youngstown St. 60, N. Kentucky 59 
MIDWEST 

Cleveland St. 70, Wright St. 63 
Green Bay 66, UIC 37 
Milwaukee 67, IUPUI 60 
Oakland 85, Detroit 74 

SOUTHWEST 

Ark.-Pine Bluff 61, Texas Southern 59 
Baylor 93, Texas 87 

FAR WEST 

Oregon 101, UCLA 94 

TOURNAMENT 
ODAC Tournament 
First Round 

Bridgewater (Va.) 86, Roanoke 68 
Shenandoah 76, E. Mennonite 68 
Va. Wesleyan 60, Randoph 46 
Washington & Lee 75, Hollins 44 

AP Women’s Top 25 schedule 

Wednesday's games 

No. 1 UConn at Tulane 
No. 14 Ohio State vs. Northwestern 
No. 18 South Florida vs. Houston 
No. 23 Belmont at Jacksonville State 
No. 25 Oklahoma State at Kansas 
Thursday’s games 
No. 2 Mississippi State vs. Auburn 
No. 4 Louisville vs. Virginia 
No. 5 Notre Dame vs. Virginia Tech 
No. 7 South Carolina vs. No. 24 LSU 
No. 9 Florida State vs. Boston College 
No. 10 UCLA vs. Colorado 
No. 11 Missouri vs. Vanderbilt 
No. 13 Maryland at Michigan 
No. 15 Tennessee at Florida 
No. 17 Texas A&M at Arkansas 
No. 19 Georgia at Alabama 
No. 21 N.C. State at Pittsburgh 
Friday’s games 
No. 8 Oregon at Arizona State 
No. 12 Oregon State at Arizona 
No. 16 Stanford at Washington 
No. 22 Green Bay vs. Oakland 
Saturday’s games 
No. 1 UConn at SMU 
No. 3 Baylor at TCU 
No. 6 Texas at Iowa State 
No. 10 UCLA vs. Utah 
No. 18 South Florida vs. Cincinnati 
No. 23 Belmont vs. Tennessee State 
No. 25 Oklahoma State at West Virginia 


Rio Open 

Monday 

At jockey Club Brasileiro 
Rio de Janeiro 
Purse: $1.7 million (WT500) 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Nicolas Jarry, Chile, def. Guillermo 
Garcia-Lopez, Spain, 6-3, 7-6 (3). 

Albert Ramos-Vinolas (4), Spain, def. 
Rogerio Dutra Silva, Brazil, 6-3, 3-6, 6-4. 

Tennys Sandgren, United States, def. 
Roberto Carbaelles Baena, Spain, 4-6, 6- 
1,4-3 retired. 

Marin Cilic (1), Croatia, def. Carlos 
Berlocq, Argentina, 6-3, 6-2. 

Fernando Verdasco (8), Spain, def. 
Leonardo Mayer, Argentina, 6-2, 3-6,6-3. 

Gastao Elias, Portugal, def. Guido Pel¬ 
la, Argentina, 6-4, 5-7, 7-5. 

Fabio Fognini (5), Italy, def. Thomaz 
Bellucci, Brazil, 6-7 (5), 7-5, 6-2. 


NCAA Division I poll 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams in 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, records through Feb. 18 and pre¬ 
vious ranking: 


First Round 

David Marrero and Fernando Verdas¬ 
co, Spain, def. Marcelo Demoliner, Brazil, 
and Gael Monfils, France, 1-6, 6-1,10-5. 

Delray Beach International 

Monday 

At Delray Beach Stadium & Tennis 

Delray Beach, Fla. 

Purse: $556,010 (WT250) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

First Round 

Chung Hyeon (8), South Korea, def. 
Cameron Norrie, Britain, 3-6, 6-3,6-1. 

Donald Young, United States, def. 
Ramkumar Ramanathan, India, 6-1, 6-2. 

Frances Tiafoe, United States, def. 
Matthew Ebden, Australia, 6-2,2-6, 6-2. 


1. St. Cloud State (28) 

2. Cornell (18) 

3. Denver (3) 

4. Minnesota State (1) 

5. Notre Dame 

6. Ohio State 

7. Providence 

8. Minnesota 

9. Minnesota Duluth 

10. Clarkson 

11. Northeastern 

12. North Dakota 

13. Michigan 

14. Omaha 

15. Bowling Green _._ 

16. Northern Michigan 20-11-3 222 17 

17. Western Michigan 14-14-2 201 15 

18. Penn State 

19. Union 

20. Boston College 


Record Pts Pvs 

20-6-4 967 3 

22-3-2 940 4 

17-7-6 878 2 

25-7-0 853 5 

22-8-2 845 1 

19- 8-5 695 6 

20- 9-4 687 8 

19-13-2 619 10 
16-13-3 550 11 

19-8-5 546 7 

19-8-5 527 12 

14- 10-8 499 9 

16-13-3 355 18 

15- 14-1 345 13 

19-9-6 312 14 


First Round 

Peter Polansky and Denis Shapovalov, 
Canada, def. Robert Lindstedt, Sweden, 
and Franko Skugor, Croatia, 4-6, 6-3, 10- 


Hungarian Ladies Open 

Monday 

At Romai Tennis Academy 
Budapest, Hungary 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 

First Round 

Mona Barthel, Germany, def. Kateryna 
Kozlova, Ukraine, 7-6 (3), 5-7, 6-0. 

Petra Martic, Croatia, def. Antonia 
Lottner, Germany, 6-4, 6-2. 

Sabine Lisicki, Germany, def. Pauline 
Parmentier, France, 0-6, 6-4, 6-2. 

Alison Van Uytvanck, Belgium, def. 
Oceane Dodin, France, 6-3, 6-2. 


First Round 

Natela Dzalamidze, Russia, and Ok¬ 
sana Kalashnikova (3), Georgia, def. Han 
Xinyun, China, and Dalila Jakupovic, Slo¬ 
venia, 2-6, 6-1, 10-6. 

Kirsten Flipkens, Belgium, and Jo¬ 
hanna Larsson (1), Sweden, def. Cornelia 
Lister, Sweden, and Yana Sizikova, Rus¬ 
sia, 4-6, 6-0, 10-5. 

Open 13 Provence 

Monday 

At Palais des Sports 
Marseille, France 
Purse: $800,880 (WT250) 

Surface: Hard-Indoor 

First Round 

Damir Dzumhur (7), Bosnia-Herzegovi- 
na, def. Mikhail Kukushkikn, Kazakhstan, 
6-7 (6), 7-6 (3), 6-1. 

Julien Benneteau, France, def. Malek 
Jaziri, Tunisia, 6-4, 6-3. 

Thomas Fabbiano, Italy, def. Felix Au- 
ger-Aliassime, Canada, 6-3, 6-4. 


First Round 

Jonathan Eysseric and Gilles Simon, 
France, def. Jonathan Erlich, Israel, and 
Philipp Petzschner, Germany, 6-3, 6-4. 

Jamie Cerretani, United States, and 
Adil Shamasdin, Canada, def. David Guez 
and Quentin Halys, France, 6-4, 6-7 (2), 
10-7. 

Dubai Championships 

Monday 

At Dubai Duty Free Tennis Stadium 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
Purse: $733,900 (Premier) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

First Round 

Elena Vesnina, Russia, def. Peng Sh- 
uai, China, 6-4, 7-5. 

Ekaterina Makarova, Russia, def. An- 
astasija Sevastova, Latvia, 3-6, 7-6 (9), 
6-3. 

Daria Kasatkina, Russia, def. Agniesz¬ 
ka Radwanska, Poland, 7-5, 6-4. 

Naomi Osaka, Japan, def. Kristina 
Mladenovic (8), France, 6-2, 6-2. 

Johanna Konta (7), Britain, def. An¬ 
astasia Pavlyuchenkova, Russia, 7-6 (2), 
6-2. 


i-13-5 133 16 
20-13-1 119 - 

16-13-3 114 19 
Others receiving votes: Boston Univer¬ 
sity 41, Harvard 18, Wisconsin 12, Mercy- 
hurst 10, Colorado College 5, Maine 3, Be- 
midji State 2, UConn 1, UMass Lowell 1. 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Agreed to 
terms with OF Alex Presley on a minor 
league contract. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Agreed to 
terms with RHPs Heath Fillmyer, Sam 
Gaviglio, Jesse Hahn, Jakob Junis, Brad 
Keller, Andres Machado, Kevin McCar¬ 
thy, Burch Smith and Kyle Zimmer; LHPs 
Brian Flynn, Tim Hill and Eric Stout; C 
Meibrys Viloria and INFs Samir Duenez, 
Hunter Dozier and Whit Merrifield on 
one-year contracts. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Agreed to 
terms with IB Chris Carter on a minor 
league contract and OF Chris Young on a 
one-year contract. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Agreed 
to terms with OF Jarrod Dyson on a two- 
year contract. 

CINCINNATI REDS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Ben Rowen on a minor league 
contract. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Agreed to 
terms with RHP Jason Motte on a minor 
league contract. 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Agreed to terms 
with IB Eric Hosmer on an eight-year 
contract. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Agreed to 
terms with LHP Tony Watson on a two- 
year contract. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS - Named Todd 
Downing senior offensive assistant. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

CAROLINA HURRICANES - Reassigned 
F Lucas Wallmark to Charlotte (AHL). 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS - Traded D 
Michal Kempny to Washington for a con¬ 
ditional 2018 third-round draft pick. 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Acquired a2018 
conditional fourth-round draft pick and 
a 2019 conditional third-round draft pick 
from Philadelphia for G Petr Mrazek. 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS - Recalled G 
Eamon McAdam from Worcester (ECHL) 
to Bridgeport (AHL). Recalled G Chris¬ 
topher Gibson from Bridgeport on an 
emergency basis. 

SAN JOSE SHARKS - Recalled F Alex 
Schoenborn from Allen (ECHL) to San 
Jose (AHL). 

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING - Assigned 
D Matt Spencer from Syracuse (AHL) to 
Adirondack (ECHL). 

VEGAS KNIGHTS - Recalled F Keegan 
Kolesar from Quad City (ECHL) to Chi¬ 
cago (AHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

COLORADO RAPIDS - Signed M Enzo 
Martinez to a one-year contract. 

COLLEGE 

DENVER — Named Karlton Creech vice 
chancellor for athletics and recreation. 

ETSU - Signed men’s basketball 
coach Steve Forbes to a contract exten¬ 
sion through the 2022-23 season. 

GEORGIA SOUTHERN - Agreed to a 
contract extension with men's basket¬ 
ball coach Mark Byington through the 
2021-22 season. 

JOHNSON C. SMITH - Named Lamont 
Johnson cross country and track and 
field coach. 


AP sportlight 


First Round 

Miyu Kato and Makoto Ninomiya, Ja¬ 
pan, def. Lisa Ponomar, Germany, and 
Eden Silva, Britain, 6-2, 6-7 (2), 10-7. 

Lucie Safarova and Barbora Strycova 
(3), Czech Republic, def. Raquel Atawo, 
United States, and Anna-Lena Groene- 
feld, Germany, 6-4, 6-4. 


Feb. 21 

1931 — The Chicago White Sox meet 
the New York Giants in the first major 
league night game. The 10-inning exhibi¬ 
tion is played in Houston. 

1952 — The Boston Celtics and the Fort 
Wayne Pistons tip off at midnight in a 
“Milkman’s Special” following an Ice Fol¬ 
lies performance at Boston Garden. Bob 
Cousy of the Celtics scores 24 points in 
front 2,368 customers in a 88-67 win. 

1952 — Dick Button performs the first 
triple jump in a figure skating competi- 
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Orlin Wagner/AP 


Kansas guard Lagerald Vick dunks during the second half against 
Oklahoma in Lawrence, Kan., on Monday. Kansas defeated 
Oklahoma 104-74. 

Kansas rolls past 
reeling Oklahoma 

By Jordan Wolf 

Associated. Press 


Briefly 

Martinez joining Red Sox 


LAWRENCE, Kan. — Two of 
the Big 12’s most powerful of¬ 
fenses collided when No. 8 Kan¬ 
sas hosted Oklahoma. Only one 
lived up to the hype, though. 

Devonte Graham had 23 points 
and seven assists, Malik Newman 
added 20 points and No. 8 Kansas 
beat Oklahoma 104-74 on Monday 
night in its first true blowout of 
the Big 12 season. 

“It was a fun night, a good 
win,” coach Bill Self said. “Cer¬ 
tainly we needed a game where 
we could not sweat until the very, 
very end.” 

The Jayhawks (22-6, 11-4 Big 
12) controlled things early, jump¬ 
ing out to a 10-0 lead less than four 
minutes into the game and forc¬ 
ing Oklahoma coach Lon Kruger 
to burn a timeout before the first 
media break. The Sooners (16-11, 
6-9 Big 12) never recovered. 

“From the start, seemed like 
we were fighting uphill all night,” 
Kruger said. “Just hanging on to 
stay within range. Guys fought it 
pretty good for a while, obviously 
didn’t finish it like we want to or 
need to.” 

Kameron McGusty led the 
way for Oklahoma with 22 points 
while Jamuni McNeace added 18 


in his first career start. 

It was a cold shooting night for 
Trae Young, who missed 10 of his 
13 shots and had a career-low 11 
points. He led the game with nine 
assists. 

Six Jayhawks scored in double 
figures, and the team broke the 
100-point threshold for the first 
time since December. It was an 
offensive performance unlike any 
other during their Big 12 season, 
fueled partially by the memory of 
their loss to the Sooners in Nor¬ 
man back in January. 

“The only the thing that was 
on our mind was just getting pay¬ 
back,” Newman said. “We went 
down there, and they stole one 
from us.” 

The win marks No. 300 all-time 
in Big 12 play for the Jayhawks. 
Only two other schools (Texas, 
Oklahoma) have surpassed the 
200 mark. 

Big picture: Kansas now sits 
a half-game ahead of Texas 
Tech atop the Big 12 standings 
after gaining a game on the Red 
Raiders when they fell to Baylor 
Saturday. 

Oklahoma has now dropped its 
last six games, and has fallen to 
No. 8 in the Big 12. The skid has 
led some to speculate that the 
Sooners could miss the NCAA 
Tournament. 


Associated Press 

J.D. Martinez and the Boston 
Red Sox have, at long last, come 
to an agreement. 

The slow dance between the 
free agent slugger and the power- 
deficient team wrapped up Mon¬ 
day when they settled on a $110 
million, five-year contract. 

A person familiar with the nego¬ 
tiations told The Associated Press 
about the deal, speaking on the 
condition of anonymity because it 
was subject to a successful physi¬ 
cal and had not been announced. 
Martinez has the right to opt out 
of the contract early and become 
a free agent again. 

Speculation Martinez and the 
AL East champions would even¬ 
tually wind up together had been 
swirling ever since he became a 
free agent in November. 

Boston was seeking to add 
power to a lineup that hit an 
AL-low 168 home runs. The 30- 
year-old Martinez has changed 
his swing to improve his launch 
angle and become one of the top 
home-run threats in the majors. 

The move helps the Red Sox 
counter the huge deal their big¬ 
gest rivals pulled off in Decem¬ 
ber. The New York Yankees, who 
finished two games behind Boston 
in the division last year, acquired 
NL MVP Giancarlo Stanton — 
who led the majors with 59 home 
runs — in a trade with Miami. 

Martinez hit .303 with 45 hom¬ 
ers and 104 RBIs last year for 
Detroit and Arizona, which ac¬ 
quired him on July 18 for three 
prospects. He had 29 homers and 
65 RBIs in 62 games with the 
Diamondbacks, and hit a record- 
tying four home runs in a game. 

Martinez started a combined 
112 games in right field last year. 
He figures to become the prima¬ 
ry designated hitter for the Red 
Sox, which would turn Hanley 
Ramirez into a platoon player at 
first with Mitch Moreland. 

The righty-swinging Martinez, 
who began his big league career 
with Houston in 2011, has played 
only seven career games at Fen¬ 
way Park, batting .444 (12-for-27) 
without an RBI. He figures to 
knock in plenty of runs when he 
takes aim at the Green Monster 
in left. 


In other MLB news: 

■ The Minnesota Twins have 
finalized their low-risk contract 
with right-hander Anibal Sanchez, 
securing another experienced 
candidate for their rotation. 

Sanchez signed the one-year, 
non-guaranteed deal on Tuesday 
before throwing his first bullpen 
session with the team. 

Louisville must vacate 
basketball title 

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—Louisville 
must vacate its 2013 men’s bas¬ 
ketball title following an NCAA 
appeals panel’s decision to uphold 
sanctions against the men’s pro¬ 
gram in the sex scandal case. 

The Cardinals will have to 
vacate 123 victories including 
the championship, and return 
$600,000 in conference rev¬ 
enue from the 2012-15 NCAA 
Tournaments. 

The decision announced on 
Tuesday by the governing body’s 
Infraction Appeals Committee 
ruled that the NCAA has the au¬ 
thority to take away champion¬ 
ships for what it considers major 
rule violations. It also refuted Lou¬ 
isville’s position that the NCAA 
exceeded its boundaries and didn’t 
follow its own precedent estab¬ 
lished in other cases and said in 
an eight-page decision that ended, 
“the penalties are upheld.” 

“I cannot say this strongly 
enough: We believe the NCAA is 
simply wrong,” Louisville inter¬ 
im President Dr. Greg Postel said 
in a statement. “We disagree with 
the NCAA ruling for reasons we 
clearly stated in our appeal. And 
we made a strong case — based 
on NCAA precedent — that sup¬ 
ported our argument.” 

The decision culminates the 
governing body’s investigation 
that followed allegations in a 2015 
book by escort Katina Powell 
that former Cardinals basketball 
staffer Andre McGee hired her 
and other dancers to strip and 
have sex with recruits. 

Bucs release Martin 
after disappointing year 

TAMPA, Fla. — Two-time Pro 
Bowl running back Doug Martin 


has been released by the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers, who may look 
for a replacement in free agency. 

Martin rushed for a career-low 
406 yards in 2017, when he aver¬ 
aged just 2.9 yards per carry after 
missing the first three games 
of the season while serving the 
remainder of a four-game ban 
for violating the NFL’s policy on 
performance-enhancers. 

The release comes less than 
two years after Martin signed a 
five-year, $35.75 million contract 
that would have paid him $6.75 
million in 2018. 

The 29-year-old agreed to his 
big contract after rushing for 
1,402 yards in 2016, finishing sec¬ 
ond in the league behind Adrian 
Peterson. 

Hornets fire GM 
amid 24-33 season 

The struggling Hornets have 
shaken up their front office, fir¬ 
ing general manager Rich Cho on 
Tuesday. 

“Rich worked tirelessly on be¬ 
half of our team and instituted a 
number of management tools that 
have benefited our organization,” 
Hornets owner Michael Jordan 
said in a release. 

Charlotte is 24-33 and on the 
verge of failing to reach the 
playoffs for the second straight 
season. 

Jordan’s college teammate 
Buzz Peterson was hired last 
year as the team’s assistant gen¬ 
eral manager and is a potential 
replacement. Former Lakers GM 
Mitch Kupchak could be another 
candidate to join Peterson in the 
front office in some capacity. 

Bruins acquire 
Holden from Rangers 

NEW YORK — The Rangers 
have traded defenseman Nick 
Holden to the Boston Bruins for 
a minor league defenseman and 
a third-round pick in the 2018 
draft. 

Holden skated in 135 games 
with the Rangers over parts of 
two seasons (2016-17 and 2017- 
18). He had 14 goals and 32 as¬ 
sists for 46 points, along with 49 
penalty minutes. 



M CIS 4^ 

America's best-selling pickup lust stepped up its game. 

Build your customized 

2018 Petty’s Garage Warrior F-150 

exclusively through Military Auto Source 

Reserve ynurs today at 
mil It ary autosciunce.cQitvAvarricirf 150 
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Jeff McIntosh, The Canadian Press/AP 


The Boston Bruins’ Brad Marchand, right, celebrates his game-winning goal with teammates during 
overtime of Monday’s game against the Flames in Calgary, Alberta. 

Roundup 


Marchand scores in OT, 
lifts Bruins over Flames 


Associated Press 

CALGARY, Alberta — Brad Marchand scored 
his 22nd goal 3:36 into overtime to give the Boston 
Bruins a 2-1 victory over the Calgary Flames on 
Monday. 

After a turnover by defenseman TJ Brodie deep 
in the Flames end, Riley Nash sprung Marchand on 
a breakaway and he slipped the puck through the 
pads of rookie goaltender David Rittich. 

David Pastrnak also scored for Boston (36-13-8), 
which moved within one point of Tampa Bay for first 
place in the Atlantic Division and Eastern Confer¬ 
ence. The Bruins, who are 12-1-2 in their last 15 road 
games, have two games in hand on the Lightning. 

Boston has lost only three times in regulation in 
the last 28 games (21-3-4). Tuukka Rask made 28 
saves. 

Matthew Tkachuk scored for the Flames (30-21- 
9), who fell to 1-3-4 in their last eight home games. 
They began the day one point out of third place in 
the Pacific Division. 

Ducks 2, Golden Knights 0: Jakob Silfverberg 
and Ryan Getzlaf scored to lead visiting Anaheim 
over Vegas in their Pacific Division showdown. 

The Ducks regained sole possession of third place 
in the division, two points ahead of Los Angeles and 
Calgary. They are a point behind second-place San 
Jose. 

Starting goalie John Gibson (22-15-6) stopped all 
13 shots he saw for Anaheim, but was inadvertently 
clipped by Vegas’ Reilly Smith behind the net with 
three seconds left in the second period and didn’t 
return due to a lower-body injury. 

Backup goalie Ryan Miller played cleanup in the 
third, stopping 20 shots to preserve the win. 

Capitals 3, Sabres 2: Alex Ovechkin scored his 
league-leading 35th goal and visiting Washington 
reclaimed the top spot in the Metropolitan Division 
with a win over Buffalo. 

John Carlson had a goal and assist and Philipp 
Grubauer stopped 32 shots in a game the Capitals 
led 2-0 after two periods. 

Evgeny Kuznetsov sealed the victory by scoring 
into an open net with 26 seconds remaining. Wash¬ 


ington completed a 2-1-1 road trip and bounced back 
from a 7-1 loss at Chicago on Saturday. 

Washington improved to 34-18-7 for 75 points, one 
ahead of idle Pittsburgh. 

Kyle Okposo and Evander Kane scored late for 
the Sabres, who dropped to 2-7-1 in their past 10 
home games. 

Wild 5, Islanders 3: Matt Cullen and Tyler Ennis 
scored in visiting Minnesota’s three-goal second pe¬ 
riod against New York. 

Jason Zucker added two goals and Joel Eriksson 
Ek also scored for the Wild, who have earned at 
least one point in six of their past seven games (4-1- 
2). Devan Dubnyk stopped 32 shots. 

Ross Johnston, Anders Lee and Tanner Fritz 
scored for the Islanders. Jaroslav Halak, coming off 
a 50-save shutout against the Rangers on Thursday 
night, finished with 27 stops. 

Kings 3, Blackhawks 1: Torrey Mitchell and 
Andy Andreoff scored during visiting Los Angeles’ 
dominant first period against Chicago. 

Dion Phaneuf added his second goal in three 
games since joining Los Angeles in a trade with 
Ottawa, and Jonathan Quick made 27 saves in the 
Kings’ second straight win since a three-game slide. 
Los Angeles (32-22-5) also improved to 3-3 on its 
seven-game trip as it fights for playoff positioning in 
the Western Conference. 

Last-place Chicago looked awful for most of the 
night during its ninth loss in 10 games, and Quick 
turned away a possible comeback early in the third. 
Anton Forsberg made 29 stops for the Blackhawks 
(25-27-8), and Patrick Sharp snapped an 11-game 
scoring drought with his seventh goal of the season. 

Predators 5, Senators 2: Viktor Arvidsson 
scored twice to reach 20 goals this season, and host 
Nashville beat Ottawa. 

Roman Josi, Ryan Ellis and Craig Smith also 
scored for Nashville, which ended a two-game skid 
and tied Winnipeg for first place in the Central 
Division. 

The Predators recorded two power-play goals 
and scored on the man advantage in their second 
straight game after going six games without con¬ 
verting on the power play. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 59 39 17 3 81 211 159 

Boston 57 36 13 8 80 188 140 

Toronto 61 36 20 5 77 204 172 

Florida 56 26 24 6 58 166 185 

Detroit 58 24 25 9 57 155 174 

Montreal 58 22 29 7 51 149 185 

Ottawa 58 21 28 9 51 158 204 

Buffalo 60 17 32 11 45 143 198 

Metropolitan Division 
Washington 59 34 18 7 75 185 176 

Pittsburgh 61 35 22 4 74 195 180 

New Jersey 59 31 20 8 70 180 181 

Philadelphia 59 30 19 10 70 178 172 

Carolina 60 27 23 10 64 162 180 

N.Y. Islanders 61 29 26 6 64 203 219 

Columbus 59 29 25 5 63 157 169 

N.Y. Rangers 60 27 28 5 59 173 191 

Western Conference 

Central Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Nashville 58 35 14 9 79 182 152 

Winnipeg 59 35 15 9 79 196 157 

Dallas 59 34 21 4 72 179 157 

St. Louis 60 34 22 4 72 171 153 

Minnesota 59 32 20 7 71 177 169 

Colorado 58 31 23 4 66 179 173 

Chicago 60 25 27 8 58 170 173 

Pacific Division 

Vegas 59 39 16 4 82 202 160 

San Jose 59 32 19 8 72 175 161 

Anaheim 61 30 20 11 71 169 170 

Los Angeles 59 32 22 5 69 170 146 

Calgary 60 30 21 9 69 169 175 

Edmonton 58 24 30 4 52 162 191 

Vancouver 59 23 30 6 52 157 189 

Arizona 59 17 32 10 44 143 197 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Monday’s games 
Minnesota 5, N.Y. Islanders 3 
Washington 3, Buffalo 2 
Boston 2, Calgary 1, OT 
Nashville 5, Ottawa 2 
Los Angeles 3, Chicago 1 
Anaheim 2, Vegas 0 

Tuesday’s games 
Montreal at Philadelphia 
Tampa Bay at Washington 
Columbus at New Jersey 
Florida at Toronto 
Nashville at Detroit 
San Jose at St. Louis 
Los Angeles at Winnipeg 
Boston at Edmonton 
Colorado at Vancouver 

Wednesday’s games 
Ottawa at Chicago 
Dallas at Anaheim 
Calgary at Vegas 

Thursday’s games 
Columbus at Philadelphia 
Minnesota at New Jersey 
N.Y. Islanders at Toronto 
Washington at Florida 
Buffalo at Detroit 
N.Y. Rangers at Montreal 
Tampa Bay at Ottawa 
San Jose at Nashville 
Colorado at Edmonton 
Calgary at Arizona 
Dallas at Los Angeles 

Monday 

Kings 3, Blackhawks 1 

Los Angeles 2 1 0—3 

Chicago 0 0 1—1 

First Period —1, Los Angeles, Mitchell 
4 (Clifford, Thompson), 8:31. 2, Los An¬ 
geles, Andreoff 3 (Amadio, Brodzinski), 
16:37. 

Second Period— 3, Los Angeles, Pha¬ 
neuf 5 (Kempe, Martinez), 4:04 (pp). 

Third Period— 4, Chicago, Sharp 7 
(Dahlstrom), 1:42. 

Shots on Goal— Los Angeles 15-14-3— 
32. Chicago 4-11-13-28. 

Power-play opportunities— Los Ange¬ 
les 1 of 3; Chicago 0 of 1. 

Goalies— Los Angeles, Quick 23-21-2 
(28 shots-27 saves). Chicago, Forsberg 
6-12-3 (32-29). 

A— 21,339 (19,717). T-2:29. 


Wild 5, Islanders 3 

.. 1 3 1-5 

N.Y. Islanders 1 2 0-3 

First Period— 1, Minnesota, Eriksson 
Ek 2 (Ennis, Coyle), 7:02. 2, N.Y. Islanders, 
Johnston 3 (Cizikas, Boychuk), 19:15. 

Second Period— 3, N.Y. Islanders, Lee 
30 (Pulock, Hickey), 1:57. 4, Minnesota, 
Cullen 6 (Suter, Dumba), 9:54. 5, Minne¬ 
sota, Zucker 24 (Suter, Dumba), 12:17. 6, 
Minnesota, Ennis 8 (Sp " " ' 

14:06. 7, N.Y. Islanders, F 
16:31. 

Third Period— 8 , Minnesota, Zucker 25 
(Staal), 16:38. 

Shots on Goal— Minnesota 11-12-9— 
32. N.Y. Islanders 12-6-17-35. 

Power-play opportunities —Minnesota 
0 of 1; N.Y. Islanders 0 of 4. 

Goalies— Minnesota, Dubnyk 24-11-5 
(35 shots-32 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Halak 
18-19-4 (32-27). 

A-15,342 (15,795). T-2:32. 

Predators 5, Senators 2 

Ottawa 1 1 0-2 

Nashville 2 2 1-5 

First Period— 1, Nashville, Josi 10 (Ellis, 
Turris), 9:28 (pp). 2, Nashville, Arvidsson 
19 (Johansen, Forsberg), 14:32.3, Ottawa, 
Pageau 8 (Stone, Karlsson), 16:03 (pp). 

Second Period— 4, Nashville, Ellis 4 
(Josi, Fiala), 6:34 (pp). 5, Ottawa, McCor¬ 
mick 2 (Claesson, Shore), 8:05. 6, Nash¬ 
ville, Arvidsson 20 (Forsberg), 10:00. 

Third Period-7, Nashville, C.Smith 18 
(Fiala), 8:15. 

Shots on Goal— Ottawa 14-15-9—38. 
Nashville 9-15-17-41. 

Power-play opportunities— Ottawa 1 
of 3; Nashville 2 of 5. 

Goalies— Ottawa, Anderson 17-18-5 
(41 shots-36 saves). Nashville, Rinne 30- 

9- 4 (38-36). 

A— 17,177 (17,113). T—2:35. 

Capitals 3, Sabres 2 

Washington 0 2 1—3 

Buffalo 0 0 2-2 

Second Period — 1, Washington, Ovech¬ 
kin 35 (Djoos, Carlson), 1:18. 2, Washing¬ 
ton, Carlson 11 (Vrana, Oshie), 13:33. 

Third Period-3, Buffalo, Okposo 10 
(Rodrigues, S.Wilson), 12:42. 4, Washing¬ 
ton, Kuznetsov 16, 19:34. 5, Buffalo, Kane 
19 (O’Reilly, Reinhart), 19:56. 

Shots on Goal-Washington 14-10-6— 
30. Buffalo 10-7-17-34. 

Power-play opportunities— Washing- 
ton 0 of 1; Buffalo 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Washington, Grubauer 6-7-3 
(34 shots-32 saves). Buffalo, Johnson 4- 

10- 3 (29-27). 

A- 18,228 (19,070). T-2:36. 

Bruins 2, Flames 1 (OT) 

Boston 10 0 1-2 

Calgary 0 1 0 0-1 

First Period —1, Boston, Pastrnak 22 
(Bergeron), 5:59. 

Second Period— 2, Calgary, Tkachuk 
22 (Gaudreau, Monahan), 5:28 (pp). 

Overtime— 3, Boston, Marchand 22 
(Nash), 3:36. 

Shots on Goal— Boston 13-10-7-2—32. 

Ca p 9 o £ . . .. 

of 2; Calgary 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Boston, Rask 24-10-4 (29 
shots-28 saves). Calgary, Rittich 6-3-3 
(32-30). 

A-19,289 (19,289). T-2:34. 

Ducks 2, Golden Knights 0 

Anaheim 1 0 1—2 

Vegas 0 0 0-0 

First Period— 1, Anaheim, Silfverberg 
13 (Cogliano, Rakell), 13:32. 

Third Period— 2, Anaheim, Manson 4 
(Getzlaf, Rakell), 7:01. 

Shots on Goal— Anaheim 4-8-8—20. 
Vegas 8-5-20-33. 

Power-play opportunities— Anaheim 0 
of 0; Vegas 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Anaheim, Gibson 22-15-6 (13 
Shots-13 saves), R.Miller 7-4-5 (20-20). 
Vegas, Fleury 19-7-2 (20-18). 

A- 18,267 (17,367). T-2:35. 



Isaac Brekken/AP 

Golden Knights right wing Reilly Smith, right, falls into the net after 
getting tripped up by Anaheim Ducks goalie John Gibson during the 
second period of Monday’s game in Las Vegas. 
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Alex Gallardo/AP 

LeBron James drives between, from left, Draymond Green, Klay 
Thompson and Stephen Curry, all teammates on Team Stephen and 
the Golden State Warriors, during the the NBA All-Star Game. 


Televise it: Players 
like draft format 


By Bernie Wilson 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Stephen 
Curry would love to be an NBA 
All-Star Game captain again 
next year, especially since the 
game will be in his hometown of 
Charlotte. 

LeBron James would be OK 
with someone else taking his 
place, depending on who the top 
two vote-getters are, although his 
draft prowess led to Team LeB¬ 
ron beating Team Stephen 148- 
145 Sunday night. 

And there’s a definite appetite 
for the NBA to televise the cap¬ 
tains’ draft rather than conduct 
it clandestinely like it was this 
year. 

“Televise it,” said DeMar 
DeRozan of Team Stephen. “Give 
the people what they want to see. 
I think everybody wants to see it. 
At the end of the day, every single 
person that gets picked, you are 
an All-Star, so it doesn’t matter 
where you really go, so I think 
televise it.” 

Players raved about the new 
format of having captains draft 
the teams rather than the tradi¬ 
tional format of East vs. West. 

And James finally revealed 
his draft order: Kevin Durant, 
Anthony Davis, his former Cleve¬ 
land teammate Kyrie Irving and 
DeMarcus Cousins, who missed 
the game due to a season-ending 
injury. 

“I know who I like watching 
and I had a draft board. I had a 
process,” James said. “Some of it 
went according to plan. A couple 
of them fell through, but I was 
satisfied and happy with the guys 
that I got.” 

James’ original roster was 
dramatically altered by injuries 
to Cousins, John Wall, Kristaps 
Porzingis and Kevin Love, who 
all missed the game. 

“Even with the four guys that 
got injured we were able to get 
four new guys that came in and 
played well for us.” 

James was named the game’s 
MVP after making the go-ahead, 
finger-roll layup with 34.5 sec¬ 
onds left and scoring a game-high 


29 points. 

Where did he hide his draft 
board? 

“Ain’t none of your business. 
You’re going too far, man,” James 
said with a laugh. 

Curry didn’t divulge his draft 
order. 

“As the draft kind of unfolded, 
you start to game plan around 
positions,” he said. “For me, I 
tried to get the best shooters. It 
was kind of cool to see both teams 
come together as me and LeBron 
were picking. So that part, that 
vibe of the format and having two 
guys select from your peers will 
be a fun show as it unfolds year 
after year.” 

The All-Star draft led to inter¬ 
esting dynamics on court. 

Curry chose his Golden State 
teammates Klay Thompson and 
Draymond Green, but the trio 
had to play against Durant. James 
also chose Oklahoma City duo 
Westbrook and Paul George to 
play along with Kyrie Irving, who 
forced a trade away from James 
in Cleveland just last summer. 

Irving and James had no obvi¬ 
ous friction, even laughing and 
joking on the bench. Neither did 
Durant and Westbrook, who broke 
up in 2016 when Durant left Okla¬ 
homa City for Golden State. 

Durant helped James smother 
Curry in the final seconds to pre¬ 
vent him from getting off a poten¬ 
tial tying shot. 

And then there was Toronto’s 
Dwane Casey coaching Team 
LeBron against Raptors star 
DeRozan. 

“I think that having the cap¬ 
tains and selecting the guys and 
being able to mix them up gave 
it a more authentic feel of kind of 
what us players want to be part 
of in an All-Star Game,” Irving 
said. 

“It’s great to play with guys in 
your conference, East-West. But 
when you get a chance to have 
Russell Westbrook, Paul George, 
and you know they’re teammates 
already, and then you mix them 
with myself and Kemba (Walker), 
and LeBron, and you could see 
the mix and it just worked.” 


Cavs, Warriors set to chase 



Teams in unfamilar 
position as they start 
NBA’s sprint to finish 


By Brian Mahoney 

Associated Press 


LeBron James had a trophy in 
his hands and a smile on his face. 

That was Sunday at the All-Star 
Game, when James again rose 
above the NBA’s best in winning 
a game and MVP honors. 

What he really wants is to be 
celebrating in the postseason, not 
midseason. 

The NBA’s sprint to the finish 
begins Thursday with James rid¬ 
ing high but starting again from 
back in the pack as Cleveland 
tries to catch Toronto and Boston 
in the Eastern Conference. 

“We just added four new guys 
before the break, and we have a 
lot of work to do,” James said. “So 
I really don’t like to think that too 
far ahead. But obviously winning 
championships is what it’s all 
about. That’s what this league is 
all about and hopefully at the end 
of the road then I have the Cavs 
there to actually compete for one, 
to be in a Finals representing the 
East.” 

The Golden State Warriors are 
also in the unusual position of 
pursuers, after red-hot Houston 
passed them for the league’s best 
record with 10 straight wins lead¬ 
ing into the All-Star break. But 
nobody would count out the War¬ 
riors, not with their star-studded 
group that has won two of the last 
three titles. 

Cleveland is the unknown, even 
with James. The Cavaliers added 
new pieces around him earlier 
this month, and there’s not a lot 
of time left to build championship 
chemistry. 

The Cavs went into the break 
with four straight wins, but 
they’re still just third in the con¬ 
ference and couldn’t gain any 
ground on the Rap¬ 
tors, who have won 
seven straight to pass 
the Celtics. Toronto is 
an NBA-best 24-4 at 
home and could make 
the Cavs’ NBA Finals 
plans difficult if they 
have to go through 
Canada. 

“We would hope 
so, but we’ve got to 
get there,” Raptors 
All-Star guard Kyle 
Lowry said. “We’ve 
got to finish the sea¬ 
son strong.” 

Much of the work 
is already done, 
since the NBA’s ear¬ 
lier start to this sea¬ 
son means teams 
are well beyond the 
midway point of their schedules. 
They have about 25 games left, 
with so much to sort out in both 
conferences. 

It’s a two-team race at the top of 
the West but things are tight well 
beyond that. San Antonio is just 
percentage points ahead of Min¬ 
nesota for third while still hop- 


Stephen Curry, left, of Golden 
Cleveland, have work to do as the 

ing Kawhi Leonard returns from 
his thigh injury, and it’s a gap of 
only 4(4 games from there to 10th 
place, where the Utah Jazz have 
won 11 straight. 

The East has a close race for 
fourth place and home-court ad¬ 
vantage in the first round between 
Washington and Indiana, and po¬ 
sitioning to be settled down the 
bottom of the bracket, where Mil¬ 
waukee, Philadelphia and Miami 
hold the final three spots. 

But the biggest question might 
be the Celtics, who slumped into 
the break with three straight 
losses after leading the confer¬ 
ence most of the season, and now 
have one team ahead of them 
and another behind that has the 
momentum. 

“The Raptors have been play¬ 
ing really well. Cleveland has 
been playing really 
well. But we’ve got 
to get back to playing 
really well, too,” the 
Celtics’ Jaylen Brown 
said. “So as the sea¬ 
son moves forward, 
we’re looking forward 
to getting back to the 
top spot.” 

Same with the War¬ 
riors, who were hurt 
by the longer-than- 
usual time it took to 
reach the break. They 


Chris Pizzello/AP 

i, and LeBron James, of 
NBA races toward the playoffs. 


We just 
added four 
new guys 
before the 
break, and we 
have a lot of 
work to do. 

But obviously 
winning 

Championships were just 6-4 in their 
is what it’s all last 10 games and at 

about. * 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 


Philadelphi; 
New York 


Washington 

Miami 

Charlotte 

Orlando 

Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Indiana 

Milwaukee 

Detroit 

Chicago 


Southeast Division 

33 24 .579 - 

30 28 .517 '• 

24 33 .421 

18 39 .316 15 

18 41 .305 16 

Central Division 

22 .607 - 


33 25 ._ - 

32 25 .561 2V4 

28 29 .491 6Vi 

20 37 .351 14'/2 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 44 13 .772 - 

San Antonio 35 24 .593 10 

New Orleans 31 26 .544 13 

Memphis 18 38 .321 25Vi 

Dallas 18 40 .310 26V4 

Northwest Division 

Minnesota 36 25 .590 - 

Oklahoma City 33 26 .559 2 

Denver 32 26 .552 2V4 

Portland 32 26 .552 2V4 

Utah 30 28 .517 4V4 


44-14 already have 
more losses than they 
Lebron James averaged over the last 
All-Star Game MVP three seasons (13). 

Coach Steve Kerr 
made it clear that his 
team needed a rest and now that 
the Warriors had it, they’re ready 
to try to reel in the Rockets. 

“We’ve got 20-something 
games before the playoffs to chase 
another championship,” All-Star 
Stephen Curry said. “So, ready to 
hit the ground running when we 
get back.” 


Sacramento 

Phoenix ia n 

Sunday’s game 
All-Star Game 

Team LeBron 148, Team Stephen 145 
Monday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Tuesday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Wednesday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Thursday’s games 
Brooklyn at Charlotte 
New York at Orlando 
Philadelphia at Chicago 
Washington at Cleveland 
Oklahoma City at Sacramento 
L.A. Clippers at Golden State 
Friday’s games 
Atlanta at Indiana 
Boston at Detroit 
Charlotte at Washington 
Milwaukee at Toronto 
Cleveland at Memphis 
Miami at New Orleans 
Minnesota at Houston 
L.A. Clippers at Phoenix 
Portland at Utah 
San Antonio at Denver 
Dallas at L.A. Lakers 

Saturday's games 
Orlando at Philadelphia 
Boston at New York 
Memphis at Miami 
Oklahoma City at Golden State 
Chicago at Minnesota 
Dallas at Utah 
Portland at Phoenix 
L.A. Lakers at Sacramento 
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Women’s bobsled 


Scoreboard 


US second, fourth after 2 runs 


Germans lead, but five sleds are 
packed 0.34 seconds within lead 

By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

PYEONGCHANG, South Korea — Elana Meyers 
Taylor went to sleep four years ago after the first 
night of her Olympic competition holding the lead, 
and her mind couldn’t stop racing. 

She plans on sleeping better this time. 

Germany’s Mariama Jamanka and Lisa Buckwitz 
are the leaders at the midway point of the women’s 
bobsled competition at the Pyeongchang Games, 
their two-run time of 1 minute, 41.26 seconds on 
Tuesday night putting them 0.07 seconds ahead of 
Meyers Taylor and Lauren Gibbs. 

Not holding the lead at halftime didn’t seem 
to bother Meyers Taylor whatsoever going into 
Wednesday night’s final two runs. 

“I’m going to go attack the track and it’s going to 
be what it’s going to be,” Meyers Taylor said. “Either 
I’m going to win a medal or I’m going to go down 
swinging.” 

After the first two sleds, it’s chaos. 

Germany’s Stephanie Schneider and Annika 
Drazek are third, Jamie Greubel Poser and Aja 
Evans are fourth for the U.S. and two-time defend¬ 
ing gold medalist Kaillie Humphries and Phylicia 
George are fifth for Canada — those three sleds 
separated by 0.04 seconds, and none of them more 
than 0.34 seconds off the lead. 

As was the case in men’s two-man bobsled, a final- 
night shootout for gold awaits. 

“We’re going to fight like hell,” said Humphries, 
who rallied for gold in Sochi four years ago. “Expe¬ 
rience is always nice. It’s comforting.” 

Meyers Taylor and Gibbs set start records in both 
heats — especially impressive since Meyers Taylor, 
who won bronze as a push athlete in 2010 and silver 
as a driver in 2014, is dealing with a left Achilles 
strain. But Jamanka found plenty of speed toward 
the bottom of the track, and took the lead after top¬ 
ping Meyers Taylor by 0.09 seconds in her second 
run. 

Roundup 



Andy Wong/AP 


Driver Elana Meyers Taylor and Lauren Gibbs, 
of the United States, start their first heat in the 
women’s two-man bobsled on Tuesday. 

“This is what I’ve been preparing for,” Gibbs said. 
“This is what it’s supposed to feel like.” 

Greubel Poser and Evans were four-tenths of 
a second slower in their second run than the first. 
But confidence, much like was the case with Mey¬ 
ers Taylor and Gibbs, wasn’t lacking as they left the 
track Tuesday night. 

“We’re going to give it everything, so they better 
watch out,” Greubel Poser said. 

Greubel Poser and Evans won bronze together 
in Sochi four years ago. All three medalist driv¬ 
ers from 2014 — Humphries, Meyers Taylor and 
Greubel Poser — could find their way to the podium 
again, but only if the Germans falter a bit. 


Fourcade first with three golds 


Associated Press 

PYEONGCHANG, South Korea 
— Nobody in French history has 
won more Olympic gold medals 
than Martin Fourcade. Nobody 
has won more golds so far at the 
Pyeongchang Winter Games than 
the French biathlete. 

Yet Fourcade refused to make 
the night about himself despite 
anchoring France to a come-from- 
behind victory Tuesday in the bi¬ 
athlon mixed relay. It was his third 
gold medal in Pyeongchang, and 
the fifth in his decorated career. 

“There is nothing that means 
more than when you can share 
[the gold] with your teammates. 
That is something that is incred¬ 
ible,” Fourcade said. 

The 29-year-old Fourcade’s 
fifth Olympic title moved him 
past fencers Christian D’Oriola 
and Lucien Gaudin for the most in 
French history in either the Sum¬ 
mer or Winter Games. 

Short-track speedskating: Kim 
Alang rested her helmeted head 
on the pads alongside the rink and 
cried. Then she raised her head 
and joy replaced tears. 


Alang and her South Korea 
team defended their Olympic 
short-track 3,000-meter relay title 
on Tuesday, overtaking China 
with two laps to go in the penalty- 
filled final. 

The Chinese cried, too. For the 
second straight Olympics, they 
crossed the finish line second but 
got disqualified for impeding. 

China’s DQ allowed Italy, which 
finished third, to move up to sil¬ 
ver. Canada was disqualified, too, 
moving the Netherlands onto the 
podium for bronze. 

That allowed Jorien ter Mors to 
become the first woman to win a 
medal in two different sports at 
a single Winter Games. She also 
won the 1,000 meters in long-track 
speedskating. 

Freestyle skiing: Cassie Sharpe 
put on a show in the women’s half¬ 
pipe final, soaring to a 95.80 dur¬ 
ing her second run to give Canada 
its first Olympic medal in the event 
pioneered by the late Canadian 
star Sarah Burke. 

Sharpe’s winning run included 
a 1080-degree spin and the kind of 
air the rest of the 12-woman field 


simply couldn’t match. 

France’s Marie Martinod added 
a second silver to go with the one 
she captured in Sochi four years 
ago when the sport made its Olym¬ 
pic debut. 

American Brita Sigourney 
edged teammate Annalisa Drew 
for bronze. Drew scored 90.80 on 
her final run to slip past Sigour¬ 
ney only to have Sigourney, the 
next skier down, put up a 91.80. 

Defending Olympic champion 
Maddie Bowman of the United 
States fell on the final hit during 
each of her three runs. 

Nordic combined: From fifth 
to first, Johannes Rydzek got his 
gold. 

The 26-year-old Rydzek led a 
German sweep in Nordic com¬ 
bined, finishing ahead of team¬ 
mates Fabien Riessle and normal 
hill champion Eric Frenzel. 

Rydzek was in fifth place after 
the ski jump portion of the event, 
but he erased a 31-second deficit 
in the 10-kilometer cross-coun¬ 
try race and took the lead on the 
last lap to win the large hill gold 
medal. 


Nation 

Norway 

Germany 

Canada 

Netherlands 

France 

United States 
OA Russia 
Austria 

South Korea 

Italy 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

China 

Czech Republic 

Britain 

Slovakia 

Australia 

Finland 

Belarus 

Poland 

Spain 

Slovenia 

Kazakhstan 

Latvia 

Liechtenstein 


Medals table 

Through Feb. 20 
69 medal events 


11 10 8 29 
11 7 5 23 


6 5 3 14 
5 4 4 13 


0 3 8 11 
4 2 4 10 
2 5 3 10 


0 0 


Tuesday’s medalists 

BIATHLON 
Mixed Relay 

GOLD—France (Anais Bescond, Marie 
Dorin Habert, Martin Fourcade, Simon 
Desthieux) 

SILVER—Norway (Emil Hegle Svend- 
sen, Tiril Eckhoff, Marte Oisbu, Johannes 
Thingnes Boe) 

BRONZE-Italy (Dorothea Wierer, Lu¬ 
kas Hofer, Dominik Windisch, Lisa Vit- 
tozzi) 

FIGURE SKATING 
Ice Dance 

GOLD—Canada (Scott Moir, Tessa Vir¬ 
tue) 

SILVER—France (Gabriella Papadakis, 
Guillaume Cizeron) 

BRONZE-United States (Alex and 
Maia Shibutani) 

FREESTYLE SKIING 
Women’s Halfpipe 
GOLD—Cassie Sharpe, Canada 
SILVER—Marie Martinod, France 
BRONZE-Brita Sigourney, United 
States 

NORDIC COMBINED 
Men’s Large Hill/lOkm Race 
GOLD—Johannes Rydzek, Germany 
SILVER—Fabian Riessle, Germany 


SHORT TRACK SI 

Women’s 3000 Relay 

GOLD-South Korea (Kim Alang, Choi 
Minjeong, Shim Sukhee, Kim Yejin) 
SILVER—Italy (Arianna Fontana, Ce¬ 
cilia Maffei, Martina Valcepina, Lucia 
Peretti) 

BRONZE—Netherlands (Jorien Ter 
Mors, Yara Van Kerkhof, Lara Van Ruijven, 
Suzanne Schulting) 

Tuesday’s results 

BIATHLON 
Mixed Relay 

2X6km Women + 2X7.5km Men 

1. France (Anais Bescond, Marie Dorin 
Habert, Martin Fourcade, Simon Des¬ 
thieux), 1:08:34.3 (0+4). 

2. Norway (Tiril Eckhoff, Marte Oisbu, 
Emil Hegle Svendsen, Johannes Thingnes 
Boe), 1:08:55.2 (1+11). 

3. Italy (Dorothea Wierer, Lisa Vit- 
tozzi, Lukas Hofer, Dominik Windisch), 
1:09:01.2 (0+7). 

4. Germany (Laura Dahlmeier, Vanessa 
Hinz, Arnd Peiffer, Erik Lesser), 1:09:01.5 
(1+7). 

5. Belarus (Nadezhda Skardino, Darya 
Domracheva, Vladimir Chepelin, Sergey 
Bocharnikov), 1:09:29.8 (0+3). 

6. Finland (Kaisa Makarainen, Laura 
Toivanen, Olli Hiidensalo, Tero Seppa- 
elae), 1:09:38.2 (0+3). 

U.S. Finish 

15. United States (Susan Dunklee, 
Joanne Reid, Lowell Bailey, Tim Burke), 
1:12:05.4 (3+9). 

Bobsled 

Women’s Two-Man 
After Two Runs 

1. Germany 1 (Mariama Jamanka, Lisa 
Buckwitz), 1:41.259. 

2. United States 2 (Elana Meyers Tay¬ 
lor, Lauren Gibbs), 1:41.330. 

3. Germany 2 (Stephanie Schneider, 
Annika Drazek), 1:41.560. 

4. United States 1 (Jamie Greubel Pos¬ 
er, Aja Evans), 1:41.580. 

5. Canada 1 (Phylicia George, Kaillie 
Humphries), 1:41.600. 

6. Britain 1 (Mica McNeill, Mica 
Moore), 1:41.720. 

7. Canada 3 (Alysia Rissling, Heather 
Moyse), 1:41.760. 

8. Canada 2 (Christine De Bruin, Me¬ 
lissa Lotholz), 1:41.850. 

9. Switzerland 1 (Sabina Hafner, Rahel 
Rebsamen), 1:42.20. 

10. Austria 1 (Christina Hengster, Val¬ 
erie Kleiser), 1:42.270. 

11. Belgium 1 (Elfje Willemsen, Sara 
Aerts), 1:42.300. 

12. Germany 3 (Anna Kohler, Erline 
Nolte), 1:42.410. 

CURLING 

Men 

Britain 10, Norway 3 

Canada 8, Japan 4 

South Korea 8, Switzerland 7 

Sweden 7, Italy 3 

United States 8, Switzerland 4 

Italy 6, Norway 4 

Japan 6, Denmark 4 


Germany (5, 


Women 

China 7, Canada 5 
South Korea 9, United States 6 
Britain 8, Japan 6 

FIGURE SKATING 
Ice Dance 
Final Ranking 
_ree programs in — 

1. Scott Moir and Tessa Vi 
(1, 83.67; 2, 122.40), 206.07. 

2. Gabriella Papadakis and Guillau¬ 
me Cizeron, France (2, 81.93; 1, 123.35), 
205.28. 

3. Alex and Maia Shibutani, United 
States (4, 77.73; 3, 114.86), 192.59. 

4. Zachary Donohue and Madison Hub- 
bell, United States (3, 77.75; 5, 109.94), 
187.69. 

5. Dmitri Soloviev and Ekaterina Bo¬ 
brova, OA Russia (6, 75.47; 4, 111.45), 
186.92. 

6. Anna Cappellini and Luca Lanotte, 
Italy (5, 76.57; 6, 108.34), 184.91. 

7. Andrew Poje and Kaitlyn Weaver, 
Canada (8, 74.33; 7, 107.65), 181.98. 

8. Piper Gilles and Paul Poirier, Canada 
(9, 69.60; 8, 107.31), 176.91. 

9. Evan Bates and Madison Chock, 
United States (7, 75.45; 12, 100.13), 
175.58. 

10. Marco Fabbri and Charlene Guig- 
nard, Italy (11, 68.16; 9, 105.31), 173.47. 

FREESTYLE SKIING 
Women’s Halfpipe 
Final Ranking 

1. Cassie Sharpe, Canada, (94.4; 95.8; 
42.0), 95.8. 

2. Marie Martinod, France (92.2; 92.6; 

23.2) , 92.6. 

3. Brita Sigourney, United States (89.8; 
88.6; 91.6), 91.6. 

4. Annalisa Drew, United States (86.8; 
73.0; 90.8), 90.8. 

5. Ayana Onozuka, Japan (50.8; 77.2; 

82.2) , 82.2. 

6. Valeriya Demidova, OA Russia (79.0; 
80.6; 77.6), 80.6. 

7. Rowan Cheshire, Britain (75.4; 17.8; 
13.6), 75.4. 

8. Sabrina Cakmakli, Germany (74.2; 
57.6; 20.4), 74.2. 

9. Zhang Kexin, China (73.0; 55.4; 71.0), 
73.0. 

10. Rosalind Groenewoud, Canada 
(70.6; 67.8; 66.6), 70.6. 

11. Maddie Bowman, United States 
(25.8; 26.4; 27.0), 27.0. 

NORDIC COMBINED 
Individual Large Hill 
Final Ranking 

(K120 Jump; 10km Pursuit in pai 

1. Johannes Rydzek, Ger 
131.20), 23:52.5. 

2. Fabian Riessle, Germany (6, 130.30), 
23:52.9. 

3. Eric Frenzel, Germany (4, 132.90), 
23:53.3. 

4. Jarl Magnus Riiber, Norway (2, 

138.60) , 23:55.3. 

5. Akito Watabe, Japan (1, 138.90), 
24:05.0. 

6. Eero Hirvonen, Finland (7, 127.90), 
24:14.6. 

7. Vinzenz Geiger, Germany (9,124.00), 
24:42.6. 

8. Wilhelm Denifl, Austria (3, 135.00), 
24:54.6. 

U.S. Finishers 

17. Bryan Fletcher, United States (23, 

107.80) , 25:35.4. 

39. Ben Berend, United States (24, 

105.80) , 28:20.7. 

40. Ben Loomis, United States (43, 

81.60) , 28:31.3. 

43. Jasper Good, United States (46, 
72.70), 29:42.7. 

SHORT TRACK SPEEDSKATING 
Women’s 3000 Relay 
Final B 

1. Netherlands (Jorien Ter Mors, Yara 
Van Kerkhof, Lara Van Ruijven, Suzanne 
Schulting), 4:03.471. 

2. Hungary (Zsofia Konya, Andrea 
Keszler, Petra Jaszapati, Sara Bacskai), 
4:03.603. 

3. OA Russia (Sofia Prosvirnova, Emina 
Malagich, Ekaterina Efremenkova, Ekat¬ 
erina Konstantinova), 4:08.838. 

4. Japan (Hitomi Saito, Sumire Kikuchi, 
Yuki Kikuchi, Shione Kaminaga), Japan, 
4:13.072. 

Final A 

1. South Korea (Kim Alang, Choi Min¬ 
jeong, Shim Sukhee, Kim Yejin), 4:07.361. 

2. Italy (Arianna Fontana, Cecilia Maf¬ 
fei, Martina Valcepina, Lucia Peretti), 
4:15.901. 

NR. Canada (Marianne St-Gelais, Kim 
Boutin, Jamie MacDonald, Kasandra Bra- 
dette), PEN. 

NR. China (Zhou Yang, Fan Kexin, Qu 
Chunyu, Han Yutong), PEN. 

Note: Netherlands won bronze 

Women’s hockey 

PLAYOFF ROUND 
Saturday, Feb. 17 
Quarterfinals 

OA Russia 6, Switzerland 2 
Finland 7, Sweden 2 

Sunday, Feb. 18 
Classification (5-8 place) 

Switzerland 2, Korea 0 
Japan 2, Sweden 1, OT 

Monday, Feb. 19 
Semifinals 

United States 5, Finland 0 
Canada 5, OA Russia 0 

Tuesday, Feb. 20 
Seventh Place 
Sweden 6, Korea 1 

Fifth Place 
Switzerland 1, Japan 0 

Thursday, Feb. 22 
At Gangneung Hockey Centre 
Bronze Medal 
Finland vs. OA Russia 
Gold Medal 

United States vs. Canada 
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US men earn spot in hockey quarterfinals 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

GANGNEUNG, South Korea — Tony 
Granato knew going into the Olympics that 
Ryan Zapolski would be his goaltender and 
that the college kids on the Team USA ros¬ 
ter would be counted on to supply offense. 

It’s worked just like Granato and the 
late general manager Jim Johannson had 
hoped, and just in time: Zapolski stopped 
21 shots in his best game of the tournament 
and NCAA players Ryan Donato and Troy 
Terry dominated offensively in a 5-1 win 
against Slovakia that put the United States 
into Wednesday’s quarterfinals against the 
Czech Republic. 

“Jimmy, like we said since Day One, this 
is his plan,” Granato said Tuesday’s win. 
“It’s been a really nice mix.” 

Zapolski and Donato both took hits to the 
head against Slovakia, and both said they 
were fine afterward. 

It looked worrisome at the time. 

In a frightening play, Ladislav Nagy 
crashed into Zapolski’s head and the goal- 
tender was down on the ice for several min¬ 
utes. Needing to be on top of his game in 
the Americans’ first elimination game, Za¬ 
polski was, even after jamming his neck. 

“My hands and feet went numb a little 
bit, so it just kind of pinched my nerve, I 
guess,” Zapolski said. “I think I just need¬ 
ed time for the feeling to come back. It 
took a little bit. It was a little bit of a scary 
thing for me kind of losing feeling in your 
body for a little bit, but it went away pretty 
quickly.” 

Donato took a shoulder to the jaw from 
6-foot-4 Slovakia defenseman Michal Ca- 
jovsky, who was ejected, and didn’t miss 
a shift despite a bloody nose he thought 
might be broken. On the next play, he set 
the screen on James Wisniewski’s 5-on-3 
power-play goal in a game that helped the 
U.S. get its offensive groove back. 

“He’s a really tough kid, and you see 



Julio Cortez/AP 

Slovakia’s Ladislav Nagy, left, collides with United States goalie Ryan Zapolski during 
the second period of their qualification game Tuesday at the Winter Olympics in 
Gangneung, South Korea. The U.S. won 5-1 to advance to the quarterfinals. 


Playoff round 


Qualifications 
Tuesday, Feb. 20 

United States 5, Slovakia 1 

At Kwandong Hockey Centre 

Finland 5, South Korea 2 


At Gangneung Hockey Centre 

Norway 2, Slovenia 1, OT 
Germany 2, Switzerland 1, OT 

Wednesday, Feb. 21 
Quarterfinals 

At Kwandong Hockey Centre 

Sweden vs. Germany 

At Gangneung Hockey Centre 

Czech Republic vs. United States 
OA Russia vs. Norway 
Canada vs. Finland 

Semifinals 
Friday, Feb. 23 

At Gangneung Hockey Centre 
Quarterfinal winners 

Bronze medal game 
Saturday, Feb. 24 
At Gangneung Hockey Centre 
Semifinal losers 

Gold medal game 
Sunday, Feb. 25 
At Gangneung Hockey Centre 
Semifinal winners 


how much just of a natural goal-scorer he 
is,” Terry said of Donato. “He’s fun to play 
with, and if I get the puck to him I know it’s 
got a pretty good chance of going in.” 

Donato and Terry have had fun and 
made some magic playing on a line with 
former NHL forward Mark Arcobello, 
who Granato joked was the happiest per¬ 
son at the Olympics because of his skilled 
linemates. 

Elsewhere in the qualification round: 

■ Norway eliminated Slovenia 2-1 in 
overtime for its first Olympic win since 
1994. Norway will face the Russians on 
Wednesday in its first Olympic quarter¬ 
final appearance, while Slovenia played 
without Ziga Jeglic, who was suspended 
for doping. 

■ Finland eliminated South Korea with 
a 5-2 win, advancing to play Canada on 
Wednesday night. 

■ Germany eliminated Switzerland 2-1 
in overtime, advancing to play top-seeded 
Sweden on Wednesday night. 


Enough: Critics respond harshly on Swaney’s Instagram account 



Alessandro Trovati/AP 


Puerto Rico’s Charles Flaherty competes in the giant slalom on Sunday 
at the Winter Olympics. He took up skiing less than four years ago. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

“It’s not some adult Disney 
world where you go to take self- 
ies,” one responder wrote on 
Swaney’s Instagram account. 
“The Olympics are a showcase 
of the BEST athletes in the world 
and Swaney made a mockery of 
that. She made a mockery of peo¬ 
ple’s life work. She made a mock¬ 
ery of halfpipe skiing in general. 
She did this so she could flaunt the 
title of Olympian. Unbelievable.” 

While Swaney’s case is extreme 
— and should immediately lead 
to reforms that prevent it from 
happening again — she’s hardly 
alone in lacking the world-class 
credentials that most Olympians 
are expected to have. 

At least two North Korean ski¬ 
ers who finished a combined 98 
seconds behind the gold medalist 
in men’s giant slalom were part of 
a last-minute delegation intended 
to bring a bit of reconciliation to 
this divided land. 

No such justification could be 
made for the skier who finished 
just ahead of them, 17-year-old 
American Charles Flaherty, 
competing for Puerto Rico and 
more than 38 seconds behind the 
winner. 


He took up skiing after watch¬ 
ing the 2014 Sochi Games. Four 
years later, he was able to rep¬ 
resent Puerto Rico — where his 
family moved when he was 9 — at 
the Winter Olympics. 

It should be harder than that to 
get here. 

Of course, Flaherty is a grizzled 
veteran at his craft compared to 
German Madrazo. 

The 43-year-old Mexican only 


took up cross-country skiing a 
year ago, which was somehow 
enough time to land a spot in Py- 
eongchang. Not surprisingly, he 
crossed the line last among the 
116 competitors who finished the 
15-kilometer event — nearly 26 
minutes behind the winner. 

“It doesn’t matter if you’re 43 
years old and it doesn’t if there is 
no snow in Mexico and it doesn’t 
matter if you don’t have the money 


to pursue the sport,” Madrazo 
said. “What matters is that if you 
want to do it, you can do it.” 

That might be a heart-warm¬ 
ing sentiment, but imagine being 
one of those worthy athletes stuck 
watching from home, knocked out 
of the games through legitimate 
qualifying methods. 

The International Olympic 
Committee always makes the 
claim that opening up spots to 
under-qualified athletes such 
as Flaherty and Madrazo might 
spark interest in countries that 
have little to no winter sports 
heritage. 

But rest assured: Puerto Ri¬ 
cans will never have any interest 
in Alpine skiing; Mexico is not 
about to become a cross-country 
skiing hotbed. 

These athletes—quite often the 
only member of their country’s 
Olympic team — seem to serve 
mainly as a conduit for well-con¬ 
nected suits to land an all-expens- 
es-paid trip to the Olympics. 

If you had actually looked past 
shirtless, oiled-up Pita Taufato- 
fua when he marched into the sta¬ 
dium during the frigid opening 
ceremony, Tonga’s lone athlete 
at the Pyeongchang Games, you 
would’ve seen at least three well- 


bundled officials from the South 
Pacific island following behind 
him. 

Taufatofua finished 114th in 
the 15K, beating out only Madra¬ 
zo and Colombia’s Sebastian 
Uprimny. 

“Everyone was at the front 
racing to come first,” Taufatofua 
said. “We were racing not to come 
last.” 

While you can make a strong 
argument that athletes such as 
Taufatofua and Madrazo, not to 
mention the bobsled team from 
Nigeria following in the tracks 
left by the Jamaicans, bring some 
much-needed diversity to these 
largely white games, the same 
cannot be said of Swaney. 

The Californian simply 
scammed a hugely flawed sys¬ 
tem, turning up at enough events 
to gain an Olympic spot by doing 
nothing more than not falling. 
She had no chance of qualifying 
for the U.S. team, but was able to 
represent Hungary because her 
grandparents are from there. 

“I still want to inspire people 
to get involved with athletics or a 
new sport or a new challenge at 
any age in life,” the 33-year-old 
said. 

This wasn’t the way to do it. 
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Canadian ice 
dancers win 
third gold 



Photos by Julie Jacobson/AP 


Tessa Virtue and Scott Moir perform during the free dance figure skating final in the 
Gangneung Ice Arena on Tuesday. The Canadians won their third career gold medal. 


By Dave Skretta 

Associated Press 

GANGNEUNG, South Korea — Tessa Vir¬ 
tue and Scott Moir were the last couple to leave 
the ice after their warmup early Tuesday, the 
Canadian ice dancers soaking in every second 
before their final Olympic performance. 

They sure made it a memorable one. 

After training partners Gabriella Papada- 
kis and Guillaume Cizeron broke the world 
record with a flawless free skate, Virtue and 
Moir took the ice one last time with a dazzling, 
dramatic interpretation of “Moulin Rouge.” 
Every movement was synchronized, every 
element raw and emotional, the only question 
left inside Gangneung Ice Arena was whether 
it would be enough. 

The score: a personal-best 122.40 points, 
and a record 206.07 total, pushing them past 
their French rivals’ score of 205.28 and mak¬ 
ing them the most decorated figure skaters in 
Olympic history. 

“We didn’t know we had won, that’s for 
sure,” Moir said with a laugh. “We really com¬ 
mitted to our training because we knew we’d 
have to be better than we’ve ever been.” 

They were better than anybody has ever 
been. 

It was the second gold medal of the Py- 
eongchang Games for Virtue and Moir, who 
were instrumental in helping Canada win 
the team event. It was also their third gold 
overall after winning their home Olympics in 
Vancouver in 2010, and their fifth total medal 
after two silvers at the 2014 Sochi Games. 

They briefly retired after that disappoint¬ 


ment, seemingly content with their place in 
history, only to decide a couple years ago to 
make one more run at Olympic glory. 

Now, they’re being called the greatest ice 
dancers ever. 

“I mean, it’s incredibly flattering,” Virtue 
said, “but it’s hard to wrap our heads around 
so close to the event. We’re grateful for the 
legends that came before us and really paved 
the way.” 

Virtue and Moir’s medal total broke a tie 
with Russia’s Evgeni Plushenko and Sweden’s 
Gillis Grafstrom for the most in Olympic fig¬ 
ure skating, and their golden haul matched 
the record shared by Grafstrom, Sonja Henie 
of Norway and Irina Rodnina of the Soviet 
Union. 

“They’re a once-in-a-generation talent,” 
said Patrice Lauzon, who along with his wife, 


Marie-France Dubreuil, coaches the Canadi¬ 
ans and French at their school in Montreal. 

American siblings Maia and Alex Shibutani 
won the bronze medal with a near-flawless 
free skate to “Paradise” by Coldplay. 

Meanwhile, the race for the gold medal 
came down to two teams a cut above the rest. 

Papadakis and Cizeron, whose wardrobe 
malfunction in the short dance made them 
a trending topic worldwide, drew the penul¬ 
timate starting number for Tuesday’s free 
dance. Their score of 123.35 points was exact¬ 
ly what they needed to make a case for gold. 

The unflappable Virtue and Moir answered 
the challenge. 

The throaty, gritty portion of “El Tango de 
Roxanne” had the crowd roaring, and the fin¬ 
ishing lift was a fitting conclusion to an exem¬ 
plary performance. 


American triumph and disappointment 



Maia Shibutani and Alex Shibutani of the United States perform 
during the free dance figure skating final on Tuesday. 


By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

GANGNEUNG, South Korea — 
Ecstasy, heartbreak and a crash. 

Kind of sums up the American 
ice dance experience at the Win¬ 
ter Olympics. 

The Shib Sibs—Maia and older 
brother Alex Shibutani — added 
a bronze medal in the event to 
their team bronze early in the Py- 
eongchang Games. 

U.S. champions Madison Hub- 
bell and Zach Donohue made two 
key errors in their free dance and 
slid from third to fifth place. 

Madison Chock and Evan Bates 
had an even bigger slip-up: the 
rare ice dance fall. 

Still, a third, fifth and 12th with 
a major mistake should not be 
underplayed. 

“It’s great for us and it’s great 
for Team USA,” Maia Shibutani 
said after they moved up from 
fourth place and held off a Rus¬ 
sian couple to give the United 
States a podium spot for the 
fourth straight Games: a gold, 
two silvers and a bronze. 

“It feels like gold,” Alex Shibu¬ 
tani added. “It’s unbelievable. 

“It’s such an honor to represent 
your country in the Olympics, and 
our sport is such a strong event, 
as you saw from the marks,” he 


said, noting that the top two duos 
— gold medalists Tessa Virtue 
and Scott Moir of Canada, silver 
winners Gabriella Papadakis and 
Guillaume Cizeron of France — 
set world records Tuesday. “It’s 
amazing to have that Olympic 
moment we dreamed of.” 

The Shibutanis also believe 
their performance could lead to 
more siblings and more Asian- 
Americans in ice dance. 

“We had no path to follow,” he 
said. “There was no blueprint for 
us. [Coach] Marina Zueva had 
no experience with siblings or 
Asian-American ice dancers and 


we had to discover by ourselves 
our own path.” 

That path led them from ninth 
place at the Sochi Games to two 
U.S. championships. They also 
have three world championship 
medals. And now, an Olympic 
jewel. 

He is 26, she is 23, and they 
didn’t want to look ahead to an¬ 
other Olympic go-round. But 
Hubbell and Donohue made it 
clear they aren’t through; he is 27 
and she soon will be. 

Hubbell’s eyes were wet when 
she spoke about the rough go in 
the free dance. They had been 


perennial third-place finishers 
in America before making a huge 
leap this season, winning their 
first national title. They believed 
the Pyeongchang Games would 
be their special moment. 

Then they made two errors in 
the free dance, one early and then 
a late stumble by Donohue. 

“At this moment, we are dis¬ 
appointed and frustrated,” Hub- 
bell said, “because this was not 
close to our best. At this level, you 
cannot afford to make mistakes 
against this type of competition. 

“But we will build off this and 
not allow this to be our legacy.” 

Donohue admitted he wasn’t 
as mentally sharp as he needed 
to be in such a pressure-cooker 
atmosphere. 

Chock and Bates didn’t want to 
look beyond Tuesday. They were 
the only ice dancers to have a fall 
in the entire competition, and 
it came as they were preparing 
to do a combination spin. Their 
blades clicked just as he was 
bending down and she was begin¬ 
ning to spin. 

“We were too close together,” 
Chock explained. 

“It’s a moment we wish we 
could have back,” Bates added. 
“It’s a mistake that has never 
happened in training before, ever. 
There’s no explanation.” 


Norwegian 
curler feels 
‘robbed’ by 
Russian 

By Kristen Gelineau 

Associated Press 

GANGNEUNG, South Korea — 
A Norwegian curler who lost out 
on the Olympic bronze medal to 
a Russian rival charged with dop¬ 
ing said Tuesday he feels robbed 
of his moment of glory. 

Magnus Nedregotten and his 
partner finished fourth in mixed 
doubles last week after losing 8-4 
to Alexander Krushelnitsky and 
his wife, Anastasia Bryzgalova. 
The Court of Arbitration for Sport 
said Monday that Krushelnitsky 
failed a doping test. Russian of¬ 
ficials said he tested positive for 
meldonium, which was banned 
in 2016, and that his “B” sample 
confirmed the result. 

In a telephone interview from 
Norway, Nedregotten said that 
if Krushelnitsky is found guilty, 
then “they’ve robbed us of our 
moment of glory, receiving our 
medal in the stadium.” 

“That’s not cool,” Nedregotten 
said. “That’s hard to accept, feel¬ 
ing that you’ve been kept out of 
the light.” 

Nedregotten and his partner, 
Kristin Skaslien, were visibly 
distressed when they lost out on 
the bronze to the Russian pair. 
In an interview with The As¬ 
sociated Press after the match, 
Skaslien said she and Nedregot¬ 
ten had struggled to keep up with 
the Russians, who led from the 
start. True to curling’s strict ad¬ 
herence to good sportsmanship, 
Skaslien also made a point to 
compliment the Russians on their 
performance after the game, say¬ 
ing they had played a very good 
match. 

The Norwegians’ feelings to¬ 
ward the Russians have clearly 
soured since then, with Nedregot¬ 
ten saying Tuesday that he and 
Skaslien were angry when they 
first heard that Krushelnitsky 
had tested positive. 

“That we’ve been struggling 
through the Olympics, and trying 
hard to reach our goal which was 
a medal, and then we ended up in 
fourth — and now knowing that 
they may have had an advantage 
against us in our games through 
cheating — feels horrible,” 
Nedregotten said. 

Russians are participating 
at the Pyeongchang Games as 
“Olympic Athletes from Russia.” 
The International Olympic Com¬ 
mittee suspended the Russian 
Olympic Committee last year in 
connection with a massive doping 
scheme at the 2014 Sochi Games 
but allowed 168 athletes to com¬ 
pete in neutral uniforms and 
without the national flag. 

Krushelnitsky is likely to lose 
his medal because of the positive 
test, Russian Curling Federa¬ 
tion senior vice president Andrei 
Sozin told the AP. 

“I think that the sanctions will 
be that the medals will be taken 
away,” Sozin said. 
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Luca Bruno/AP 


United States skier Mikaela Shiffrin catches some air during her downhill training run Monday. Shiffrin 
won’t compete in the downhill, but used the run to help her get ready for the combined event. 


Shiffrin relaxed, fast, 
focused on combined 


By Graham Dunbar 

Associated Press 

JEONGSEON, South Korea — Relaxed, fast and 
excited. 

It was a good day for Mikaela Shiffrin on the 
Olympic downhill course Tuesday. 

Shiffrin will no longer start in the downhill medal 
race on Wednesday, choosing to focus on the follow¬ 
ing day’s Alpine combined event that was moved up 
in the wind-buffeted schedule. 

That decision, taken late Monday, cleared her 
mind enough to post a fast run in the third and final 
practice. 

Any regrets about skipping the Olympic 
downhill? 

“Not so much. To be honest, a little bit of relief,” 
Shiffrin said after clocking the fifth-fastest time 
in Tuesday’s practice. “That run today was much 



Christophe Ena/AP 


Lindsey Vonn, right, chats with Mikaela Shiffrin 
after women’s downhill training Tuesday. 


more what I was looking for as far as being relaxed 
goes.” 

Shiffrin said her practices on the previous two 
days were tense and conservative, and she was 
“struggling to find my timing a little bit, struggling 
to find an aerodynamic position.” 

Then came a forecast of strong winds for Friday, 
forcing organizers to condense the program with 
more back-to-back race days. The same winds al¬ 
ready eliminated all off days between Shiffrin’s 
races last week. She was only fourth as an over¬ 
whelming favorite in slalom after taking gold in 
giant slalom. 

“Having the Alpine combined move forward was 
actually a relief to me,” the 22-year-old American 
said. “Today I put something together (in training) 
that I’m really excited about. I was able to push it a 
little more.” 

Shiffrin is a strong contender in combined, which 
typically rewards slalom specialists over speed rac¬ 
ers. The best men’s slalom skier, Marcel Hirscher, 
won the men’s Olympic combined title at the Py- 
eongchang Games. 

Unlike Shiffrin, most top downhill racers don’t 
have time for serious slalom training — not on the 
World Cup circuit and certainly not at the Olympics 
where their top medal target is on Wednesday. 

The Swiss team said there would be no slalom 
training Tuesday for Lara Gut. One year ago at the 
world championships, Gut severely injured her right 
knee crashing in slalom warm-ups after the down¬ 
hill run in combined. 

Lindsey Vonn said she had no intention of ski¬ 
ing any slalom gates that would risk her chance in 
downhill on Wednesday. 

“Hell, no,” she said Tuesday, explaining how ski¬ 
ing slalom could “make my knees sore” and burn 
unnecessary energy. 

“I feel like I’m playing Russian roulette,” Vonn 
said of the combined event. “If everything lands 
perfectly I could potentially get a medal. It’s not 
worth it for me to be training slalom because I’m 
not good enough at it to really make an improvement 
in training.” 

Advantage Shiffrin. 


Vonn refuses to say 
downhill is her last 


By Pat Graham 
and Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

JEONGSEON, South Korea — 
Lindsey Vonn prefers not to dwell 
on what shapes up as a significant 
story line for the women’s down¬ 
hill at the Pyeongchang Games. 

“I’ve tried not to think about it 
as being my last Olympic down¬ 
hill. Just focus on the moment, 
the right here and the right now. 
And I think later I’ll reflect on 
how much I enjoyed it and how 
much my teammates and my 
coaches made it special for me,” 
Vonn said ahead of Wednesday’s 
contest. “But you can’t get too 
sentimental right now, because 
I still have to race. I still have to 
be focused. And afterward, I’ll do 
some reflecting.” 

What she also hopes to do, 
of course, is win a second gold 
medal in her sport’s fastest event, 
to go along with the one from the 
2010 Vancouver Olympics. 

Vonn missed the Sochi Games 
four years ago after tearing liga¬ 
ments in her right knee and has 
said this will be her last go-round 
at an Olympics. 

She was asked this week how 
her health is at the moment. 

“Everything’s great. I feel like 
a million bucks,” she said with a 
smile. “And 33!” 

Vonn, generally considered the 
greatest female ski racer in his¬ 
tory, was in strong form heading 
into these Olympics, winning the 
last three World Cup downhills 
she entered beforehand. 

Here are other things to know 
about the women’s downhill: 


Surprise! No Ledecka 

The woman responsible for one 
of the most stunning Alpine re¬ 
sults in Olympic history will not 
be in the starting hut four days 
later. 

Ester Ledecka of the Czech 
Republic, who had only once fin¬ 
ished as high as seventh place in 
19 career World Cup races, came 
out of nowhere to beat Vonn and 
others and win the super-G on 
Saturday. 

She’s also a snowboarder, 
though, and instead of enter¬ 
ing the Alpine downhill, she will 
switch to her other sport and try 
to qualify Thursday in the paral¬ 
lel giant slalom. That would make 
Ledecka the first athlete to com¬ 
pete in ski racing and snowboard¬ 
ing at the Winter Games. 

Two golds 

There will be no repeat Olym¬ 
pic champion in this race, even 
though there were two winners 
— yes, two — in 2014. 

Four years ago, Slovenia’s Tina 
Maze and Switzerland’s Domi¬ 
nique Gisin tied for the downhill 
title with the same time down 
to the hundredth of a second. It 
was the first time in 78 years of 
Olympic Alpine skiing there were 
double gold medals. 

Maze and Gisin have since re¬ 
tired; Gisin’s younger sister, Mi¬ 
chelle, is in the lineup and was 
second fastest in the final prac¬ 
tice run Tuesday. 

The bronze medalist last time, 
Lara Gut of Switzerland, is also a 
strong contender. 



Christophe Ena/AP 


United States skier Lindsey Vonn carries her skis after finishing 
women’s downhill training Monday in Jeongseon, South Korea. 
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Five-year deal 

Source says Martinez, Red Sox agree 
on $110 million contract» Page 25 



Barely qualified athletes have 
no business being in Olympics 


Hungary’s Liz Swaney attemped no tricks Monday during 
women’s halfpipe qualifying at the Winter Olympics in 
Pyeongchang, South Korea. Instead, Swaney simply 
zig-zagged back and forth across the halfpipe. 

Gregory Bull/AP 


By Paul Newberry 

Associated Press 

GANGNEUNG, South Korea 

L iz Swaney deserves kudos for dedication. 

And she had enough sense not to attempt 
anything on the halfpipe — and we mean 
anything — that might’ve resulted in a seri¬ 
ous injury. 

She had no business competing in the Olympics. 
The same can be said for all those skiers repre¬ 
senting snow-challenged countries such as the Phil¬ 
ippines, Eritrea and Pakistan. 

Plucky underdogs like Eddie the Eagle, a bespec¬ 
tacled daredevil flinging himself off the ski jump, 
and Eric the Eel, flailing desperately to stay above 
water at the Olympic pool, aren’t that charming 
anymore. 

The Games can do without them. 


Swaney reignited the debate over just what it 
should take to be an Olympian with her laughable, 
trick-free performance in women’s halfpipe skiing 
at the Pyeongchang Olympics. 

In a sport that’s supposed to feature all sorts of 
death-defying flips and spins on a cylinder-like 
course, Swaney turned in a leisurely run down the 
hill, gently rocking back and forth, doing nothing 
more than easing up to the edges before turning the 
other way. 

Swaney was thrilled to simply make it to the bot¬ 
tom. The crowd looked on in stunned silence, no 
doubt wondering if they’d made a wrong turn on the 
way to the course and wound up at the bunny slope, 
watching some novice learn to ski. 

Her performance sparked much-deserved out¬ 
rage and derision on social media. 

SEE ENOUGH ON PAGE 29 


Kirsty Wigglesworth/AP 

Mexico’s German Madrazo holds up his country’s flag after finishing 
last in the men’s 15km freestyle cross-country skiing competition. 
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